
 
 

 
 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS 

AUSTRALIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

Question No. 1 

Senator Boyce asked the following question at the hearing on 14 February 2012 
 
Senator BOYCE: I have a few questions to direct to Mr Innes. You have written to all the state attorneys-general 

and adult guardians about the levels of forced sterilisation of women and girls, particularly with intellectual 

disabilities in Australia. 

… 

When did you write the letters? 

Mr Innes: I would have to take that on notice, I am sorry; I do not recall the date. 

The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows: 

The Commission did not write directly to any of the State or Territory Attorneys-General regarding 

the issue of sterilisation.  

However, the Commission requested data on sterilisation issues through the Australian 

Guardianship and Administration Council (AGAC) by circulating a questionnaire for state and 

territory agencies willing to provide information. Agencies to which the questionnaire was 

circulated by the AGAC included Public Guardians, Adult Guardians, Public Advocates, Boards or 

Tribunals. 

Furthermore, the Disability Discrimination Commissioner, Graeme Innes, and Sex Discrimination 

Commissioner, Elizabeth Broderick, wrote to the then federal Attorney-General, the  

Hon Robert McClelland, on 13 July 2011 congratulating him on his announcement to initiate 

discussions with State and Territory counterparts on the non-therapeutic sterilisation of women and 

girls with disability in Australia, outlining the situation and our concerns, and urging close 

consultation with people with disability throughout the consultation process.  

The President of the Commission, the Hon Catherine Branson QC, wrote to CEO of the Family 

Court of Australia, Mr Richard Foster PSM, on 1 June 2011 requesting data in relation to Special 

medical Procedures (Sterilisation) of girls with disability. 

Copies of the questionnaire and relevant letters are attached. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 


