QoN 98
SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AUSTRALIAN cUSTOMS SERVICE

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Ludwig asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
Can you provide the committee with information on developments in relation to Customs Watch and Frontline?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

Frontline

The Australian Customs Service Frontline Program was established in the early 1990s to combat drug trafficking.  The initiative puts into place cooperative links between Australian Customs, industry groups, and companies involved in international trade and transport.  The primary aim of the program is to encourage people working in the import and export chain to provide timely information to Customs on unusual or suspicious activities or behaviour.

Peak body organisations were targeted to become members of Frontline - industries such as shipping, freight forwarding, airlines, customs broking, warehousing, air couriers, postal and port authorities and operators.  A ‘Recruit, Train and Maintain' strategy was put in place to develop Frontline membership.

While the primary aim for establishing a program such as Frontline was to combat the supply of drugs, many other illegal activities have been detected due to information provided by Frontline members, including quarantine goods, duty evasion, commerce and intellectual property (pirate software and copyright) infringements, stowaways and deserters.

The Frontline program now has a national strength of 774 member organisations.  

Customs Watch

Customs implemented Customs Watch in 1995, a program designed to capture information regarding unusual or suspicious activities from the general public.  The original strategy was to improve drug interceptions through increased community awareness and participation, however this has now been expanded to encompass all illegal activity at the border.  A 24-hour free phone number for members of the public to report unusual or suspicious activities at the border is an important element of the program. 

While the program is aimed at the general population, there are many groups who are in a position to be more helpful than others.  These are waterfront/marina employees and visitors, fishing groups, aviation staff and visitors, four-wheel drive clubs, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, and state and territory law enforcement bodies and other Government staff.  Increasingly these groups have been specifically targeted with promotional materials.
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SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
OFFICE OF PARLIAMENTARY COUNSEL
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Ludwig asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:

For the Budget and Spring sittings 2002, for each category T, A, B and C, what Bills were introduced; for which Bills did you receive no instructions by the end of those sittings; and which Bills were you unable to finish drafting, despite receiving timely instructions.

For the Autumn 2003 sittings to date, for each category T, A, B and C, what Bills were introduced; for which Bills have you received no instructions; and for which Bills have you received only incomplete instructions.

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator’s question is as follows:

1 Set out below are:

· lists of Bills introduced; and

· for the 2002 Budget and Spring sittings, lists of Bills that OPC was unable to finish despite receiving timely instructions; and

· for the 2003 Autumn sittings, lists of Bills for which OPC has received incomplete instructions.

2 There are no lists of Bills for which OPC has not received instructions. Information on the progress of legislative projects that have not yet reached OPC is not OPC’s to provide. Instead, we have provided lists showing all the Bills named on the Proposed Legislation list published by the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet on its website (www.pmc.gov.au/docs), other than the Bills already included in the lists referred to in paragraph 1 above. Enquiries about the progress of any of these Bills should be directed to the Minister or Department concerned.

Budget sittings 2002

Introduced Bills

Category T

Appropriation Bill (No. 1) 2002-2003

Appropriation Bill (No. 2) 2002-2003

Appropriation Bill (Parliamentary Departments) Bill (No. 1) 2002-2003

Australian Protective Service Amendment Bill 2002

Diesel Fuel Rebate Scheme Amendment Bill 2002

Export Market Development Grants Amendment Bill 2002

Family and Community Services (Disability Reform) Amendment Bill 2002

Family and Community Services Legislation Amendment (Australians Working Together and Other 2001 Budget Measures) Bill 2002

International Criminal Court (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2002

International Criminal Court Bill 2002

Migration Legislation Amendment (Further Border Protection Measures) Bill 2002

National Health Amendment (Pharmaceutical Benefits—Budget Measures) Bill 2002

New Business Tax System (Consolidation) Bill (No. 1) 2002

New Business Tax System (Franking Deficit Tax) Bill 2002

New Business Tax System (Imputation) Bill 2002

New Business Tax System (Over-franking Tax) Bill 2002

Superannuation Guarantee Charge Amendment Bill 2002

Taxation Laws (Medicare Levy and Medicare Levy Surcharge) Bill 2002

Taxation Laws Amendment (Superannuation) Bill (No. 2) 2002

Taxation Laws Amendment Bill (No. 4) 2002

Trade Practices Amendment (Liability for Recreational Services) Bill 2002

Category A

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2002

Australian Heritage Council (Consequential and Transitional Provisions) Bill 2002

Australian Heritage Council Bill 2002

Communications Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2002

Customs Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2002

Environment and Heritage Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2002

Family and Community Services (Disability Reform) Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Family Law (Superannuation) (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2002

Health Insurance Amendment (Professional Services Review and Other Matters) Bill 2002

Higher Education Funding Amendment Bill 2002

Import Processing Charges (Amendment and Repeal) Bill 2002

Intellectual Property Laws Amendment Bill 2002

Medical Indemnity Agreement (Financial Assistance—Binding Commonwealth Obligations) Bill 2002

Member of Parliament (Life Gold Pass) Bill 2002

National Environment Protection Council Amendment Bill 2002

New Business Tax System (Consolidation, Value-Shifting, Demergers and other Measures) Bill 2002

Occupational Health and Safety (Commonwealth Employment) Amendment (Employee Involvement and Compliance) Bill 2002

Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Amendment Bill 2002

Plant Health Australia (Plant Industries) Funding Bill 2002

Renewable Energy (Electricity) Amendment Bill 2002

Research Involving Embryos and Prohibition of Human Cloning Bill 2002

Sex Discrimination Amendment Bill 2002

Superannuation (Government Co-contribution for Low Income Earners) Bill 2002

Superannuation Legislation Amendment (Choice of Superannuation Funds) Bill 2002

Superannuation Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Taxation Laws Amendment (Structured Settlements) Bill 2002

Taxation Laws Amendment Bill (No. 5) 2002

Transport Safety Investigation Bill 2002

Transport Safety Investigations (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2002

Veterans’ Affairs Legislation Amendment (2002 Budget Measures) Bill 2002

Veterans’ Affairs Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Vocational Education and Training Funding Amendment Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Improved Remedies for Unprotected Action) Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Simplifying Agreement-making) Bill 2002

Category B

Financial Sector Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Industry, Tourism and Resources Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Statute Law Revision Bill 2002

Therapeutic Goods Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Torres Strait Fisheries Amendment Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Legislation (Technical Amendments) Bill 2002

Category C

None.

Bills not finished despite timely instructions

Category T

None.

Category A

Offshore Petroleum Bill 2002

Category B

Crimes Legislation Enhancement Bill 2002

National Health (Pharmaceutical Benefits) Amendment Bill 2002

Category C

None.

Other Bills on PM&C’s “Proposed Legislation” list

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Bill 2002

Administrative Review Tribunal (Consequential and Transitional Provisions) Bill 2002

Administrative Review Tribunal Bill 2002

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Australian Land Transport Development Amendment Bill 2002 

Australian Securities and Investments Commission (Enforcement Powers) Bill 2002

Child Support Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Classified Information Procedures Bill 2002

Commonwealth Superannuation Board Bill 2002

Corporations Amendment Bill 2002

Crimes (Overseas) Amendment Bill 2002

Customs Tariff Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Dairy Produce Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Designs Bill 2002

Environmental Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2002

Family Law Amendment Bill 2002

Financial Framework (Governance and Criminal Harmonisation) Bill 2002

Financial Sector Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 3) 2002

Freedom of Information Amendment Bill 2002

Health Insurance (Diagnostic Imaging) Amendment Bill 2002 

Human Rights Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Legislative Instruments Bill 2002 

Maritime Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Migration Legislation Amendment (Employer Sanctions) Bill 2002

Migration Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Migration Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 3) 2002

National Crime Authority Amendment Bill 2002

Patents Amendment Bill 2002

Pooled Development Funds Amendment Bill 2002

Social Security (Further Simplification) Bill 2002

Superannuation Legislation (Commonwealth Employment) Repeal and Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Superannuation Legislation (Commonwealth Employment) Repeal and Amendment (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2002

Superannuation Legislation (Commonwealth Employment—Saving and Transitional Provisions) Bill 2002

Sydney Airport Demand Management Amendment Bill 2002

Taxation Laws Amendment (Venture Capital) Bill 2002

Telecommunications Competition Bill (No. 1) 2002

Telecommunications Competition Bill (No.2) 2002

Timor Joint Petroleum Development Area Bill 2002

Torres Strait Regional Authority (Consequential Provisions) Bill 2002

Torres Strait Regional Authority Bill 2002

Treasury Legislation Amendment (Application of Criminal Code) Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Protecting the Low Paid) Bill 2002

Spring sittings 2002

Introduced Bills

Category T

Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Amendment Bill 2002

ACIS Administration Amendment Bill 2002

Australian Animal Health Council (Live-stock Industries) Funding Amendment Bill 2002

Australian Crime Commission Establishment Bill 2002

Broadcasting Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2002

Broadcasting Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Charter of the United Nations Amendment Bill 2002

Crimes Amendment Bill 2002

Crimes Legislation Amendment (People Smuggling, Firearms Trafficking and Other Measures) Bill 2002

Criminal Code Amendment (Offences Against Australians) 2002

Criminal Code Amendment (Terrorism) Bill 2002

Criminal Code Amendment (Terrorist Organisations) Bill 2002

Customs Tariff Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Dairy Industry Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Education Services for Overseas Students Amendment Bill 2002

Egg Industry (Service Provision) Bill 2002

Egg Industry Service Provision (Transitional and Consequential Provisions) Bill 2002

Excise Laws Amendment Bill 2002 (No. 1) 2002

Excise Tariff Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2002

Excise Tariff Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Family and Community Services Legislation Amendment (Budget Initiatives and Other Measures) Bill 2002

Family and Community Services Legislation Amendment (Special Benefit Activity Test) Bill 2002

Health Care (Appropriation) Amendment Bill 2002

Higher Education Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 3) 2002

Inspector-General of Taxation Bill 2002

Insurance and Aviation Liability Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

International Tax Agreements Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Medical Indemnity (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2002

Medical Indemnity (Enhanced UMP Indemnity) Contribution Bill 2002

Medical Indemnity (IBNR Indemnity) Contribution Bill 2002

Medical Indemnity Bill 2002

New Business Tax System (Consolidation and Other Measures) Bill (No. 1) 2002

New Business Tax System (Franking Deficit Tax) Amendment Act 2002

Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Amendment Bill 2002

States Grants (Primary and Secondary Education Assistance) Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Taxation Laws Amendment (Earlier Access to Farm Management Deposits) Bill 2002

Taxation Laws Amendment (Venture Capital) Bill 2002

Taxation Laws Amendment Bill (No. 6) 2002

Trade Practices Amendment (Small Business Protection) Bill 2002

Trade Practices Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2002

Treasury Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2002

Venture Capital Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Fair Dismissal) Bill 2002

Category A

Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Appropriation Bill (No. 3) 2002

Appropriation Bill (No. 4) 2002

Broadcasting Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 3) 2002

Commonwealth Electoral Amendment (Members of Local Government Bodies) Bill 2002

Commonwealth Volunteers Protection Bill 2002

Corporations (Fees) Amendment Bill 2002

Corporations (Review Fees) Bill 2002

Corporations Amendment (Repayment of Directors’ Bonuses) Bill 2002

Corporations Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Customs Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Designs (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2002

Designs Bill 2002

Health Insurance Amendment (Diagnostic Imaging, Radiation Oncology and Other Measures) Bill 2002

Maritime Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Medical Indemnity (Prudential Supervision and Product Standards) Bill 2002

Medical Indemnity (Prudential Supervision and Product Standards) (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2002

Migration (Visa Application) Charge Amendment Bill 2002

Migration Legislation Amendment (Contributory Parents Migration Scheme) Bill 2002

Migration Legislation Amendment (Migration Advice Industry) Bill 2002

Murray-Darling Basin Amendment Bill 2002

National Blood Authority Bill 2002

National Health Amendment (Pharmaceutical Benefits—Budget Measures) 2002

National Residue Survey (Customs) Levy Amendment Bill 2002

National Residue Survey (Excise) Levy Amendment Bill 2002

New Business Tax System (Consolidation and Other Measures) Bill (No. 2) 2002

New Business Tax System (Venture Capital Deficit Tax) Bill 2002

Superannuation (Financial Assistance Funding) Levy Amendment Bill 2002

Superannuation Industry (Supervision) Amendment Bill 2002

Superannuation Legislation Amendment (Family Law) Bill 2002

Taxation Laws Amendment Bill (No. 7) 2002

Taxation Laws Amendment Bill (No. 8) 2002

Telecommunications Competition Bill 2002

Terrorism Insurance Bill 2002

Veterans’ Affairs Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 3) 2002

Wheat Marketing Amendment Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Award Simplification) Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Choice in Award Coverage) Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Prohibition of Compulsory Union Fees) Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Secret Ballots for Protected Action) Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Termination of Employment) Bill 2002

Category B

Australian Capital Territory Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Crimes Legislation Enhancement Bill 2002

Family and Community Services Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Migration Legislation Amendment (Protected Information) Bill 2002

National Gallery Amendment Bill 2002

Category C

None.

Bills not finished despite timely instructions

Category T

None.

Category A

Migration Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 4) 2002

Offshore Petroleum Bill 2002

Offshore Petroleum (Royalty) Bill 2002

Offshore Petroleum (Registration Fees) Bill 2002

Offshore Petroleum (Annual Fees) Bill 2002
Offshore Petroleum (Repeals, Transitional Provisions and Consequential Amendments) Bill 2002

Category B

Customs Legislation Amendment (Valuation Provisions) Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Restructure and Renumber) Bill 2002

Category C

Electoral and Referendum Amendment Bill 2002

Other Bills on PM&C’s “Proposed Legislation” list

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Bill 2002

Administrative Review Tribunal (Consequential and Transitional Provisions) Bill 2002

Administrative Review Tribunal Bill 2002

ASIC (Enforcement Powers) Bill 2002

Aviation Insurance and Liability Amendment Bill 2002

Classified Information Procedures Bill 2002

Commonwealth Superannuation Board Bill 2002

Communications Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Crimes (Overseas) Amendment Bill 2002

Customs Tariff Amendment Bill (No. 3) 2002

Defence Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Family Law Amendment Bill  2002

Financial Framework Amendment Bill 2002

Financial Sector Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 3) 2002

Financial Services Reform Amendment Bill 2002

Food Standards Australia New Zealand Amendment Bill 2002
Freedom of Information Amendment Bill 2002

Human Rights Legislation Amendment Bill 2002

Legislative Instruments (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2002

Legislative Instruments Bill 2002

Managed Investments Amendment Bill 2002

Migration Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Migration Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 3) 2002

National Crime Laws Bill 2002

National Health (Pharmaceutical Benefits) Amendment Bill 2002

New Business Tax System (Taxation of Financial Arrangements) Bill 2002

Social Security (Further Simplification) Bill 2002

Superannuation Legislation (Commonwealth Employment) Repeal and Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2002

Superannuation Legislation (Commonwealth Employment) Repeal and Amendment (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2002

Superannuation Legislation (Commonwealth Employment—Saving and Transitional Provisions) Bill 2002

Superannuation Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 3) 2002

Sydney Airport Demand Management Amendment Bill 2002

Taxation Laws Amendment (Superannuation) Bill (No. 3) 2002 
Timor Joint Petroleum Development Area Bill 2002 

Trade Practices Amendment Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Casual Employment) Bill 2002

Workplace Relations Amendment (Protecting the Low Paid) Bill 2002

Autumn sittings 2003 (as at 10 February)

Introduced Bills 

Category T

Dairy Industry Service Reform Bill 2003

Energy Grants (Credits) Scheme Bill 2003

Energy Grants (Credits) Scheme (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2003

Primary Industries (Excise) Levies Amendment (Dairy) Bill 2003

Taxation Laws Amendment Bill (No. 4) 2003

Category A

Family Law Amendment Bill 2003

Workplace Relations Amendment (Compliance with Court and Tribunal Orders) Bill 2003

Workplace Relations Amendment (Protecting the Low Paid) Bill 2003

Category B

None.

Category C

None.

Incomplete instructions received

Category T

None.

Category A

Age Discrimination Bill 2003

Aviation Transport Security Bill 2003

Civil Aviation Legislation Amendment Bill 2003

Customs Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2003

Superannuation Safety Amendment Bill 2003

Taxation Laws Amendment (Superannuation) Bill (No.1) 2003

Taxation Laws Amendment Bill (No. 5) 2003

Workplace Relations Amendment (Right of Entry) Bill 2003

Category B

Child Support Legislation Amendment Bill 2003

Financial Services Reform Amendment Bill 2003

Law and Justice Legislation Amendment Bill 2003

Military Compensation Bill 2003

Taxation Laws Amendment Bill (No. 6) 2003

Trade Practices Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2003

Veterans’ Affairs Legislation Amendment (Electronic Delivery of Services) Bill 2003

Category C

None.

Other Bills on PM&C’s “Proposed Legislation” list

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission Amendment Bill 2003

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Bill 2003

ACIS Administration Amendment Bill 2003

Administrative Review Tribunal (Consequential and Transitional Provisions) Bill 2003

Administrative Review Tribunal Bill 2003

Age Discrimination Bill 2003

Air Services Legislation Amendment Bill 2003

ASIC (Enforcement Powers) Bill 2003

Australian Postal Corporation Amendment Bill 2003

Aviation Safety Legislation Amendment Bill 2003

Classified Information Procedures Bill 2003

Commonwealth Electoral Amendment Bill 2003

Commonwealth Superannuation Board Bill 2003

Communications Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2003

Communications Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2003

Corporations Amendment (Audit Reform and Corporate Disclosure) Bill 2003

Corporations Amendment (Maximum Priority for Employee Entitlements) Bill 2003

Corporations Amendment Bill 2003

Crimes (Overseas) Amendment Bill 2003

Criminal Code Amendment (Serious Drug Offences) Bill 2003

Customs Legislation Amendment (Valuation Provisions) Bill 2003

Customs Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2003

Customs Tariff Amendment Bill 2003

Defence Legislation Amendment Bill 2003

Electoral and Referendum Amendment Bill 2003

Family and Community Services Legislation Amendment (Child Care Benefit and Other Measures) Bill 2003

Financial Framework Legislation Amendment Bill 2003

Freedom of Information Amendment Bill 2003

Health Legislation (Private Health Insurance Regulatory Reform) Amendment Bill 2003

Health Legislation Amendment Bill 2003

Higher Education Funding Amendment Bill 2003

Industrial Chemicals (Notification and Assessment) Amendment Bill 2003

Intellectual Property Laws Amendment Bill 2003

Jurisdiction of the Federal Magistrates Service Legislation Amendment Bill  2003

Legislative Instruments (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2003

Legislative Instruments Bill 2003

Managed Investments Amendment Bill 2003

Maritime Legislation Amendment (Prevention of Pollution from Ships) Bill 2003

Migration Agents (Integrity Measures) Bill 2003

Migration Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2003

Migration Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2003

Migration Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 3) 2003

National Crime Laws Bill 2003

National Residue Survey (Customs) Levy Amendment Bill 2003

National Residue Survey (Excise) Levy Amendment Bill 2003

National Transport Commission Bill 2003

New Business Tax System Bill 2003

Offshore Petroleum (Annual Fees) Bill 2003

Offshore Petroleum (Registration Fees) Bill 2003

Offshore Petroleum (Repeals, Transitional Provisions and Consequential Amendments) Bill 2003

Offshore Petroleum (Royalty) Bill 2003

Offshore Petroleum Bill 2003

Ozone Protection Amendment Bill 2003

Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Legislation Amendment Bill 2003

Postal Services Levy Bill 2003

Product Stewardship (Oil) Amendment Bill 2003

Protection of the Sea (Antifouling Systems) Bill 2003

Protection of the Sea (Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage) Bill 2003

Radiocommunications Legislation Amendment Bill 2003

Social Security (Further Simplification) Bill 2003

Superannuation Legislation (Commonwealth Employment) Repeal and Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2003

Superannuation Legislation (Commonwealth Employment) Repeal and Amendment (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2003

Superannuation Legislation (Commonwealth Employment—Saving and Transitional Provisions) Bill 2003

Telecommunications Interception Legislation Amendment Bill 2003

Trade Practices (Personal Injury and Death) Amendment Bill 2003

Workplace Relations Amendment (Restructure and Renumber) Bill 2003
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SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
OFFICE OF PARLIAMENTARY COUNSEL
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Ludwig asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:

For the Classified Information Procedures Bill, for each sittings in 2002 and the current sittings:

· What was the Bill’s priority category?

· Did you receive drafting instructions for the Bill?

· Was drafting completed on the Bill? If not, why not?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator’s question is as follows:

OPC has received no drafting instructions for this Bill. Information on the progress of legislative projects that have not yet reached OPC is not OPC’s to provide.
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SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
OFFICE OF PARLIAMENTARY COUNSEL
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Ludwig asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:

For the Classified Information Procedures Bill, for each sittings in 2002 and the current sittings:

· What was the Bill’s priority category?

· Did you receive drafting instructions for the Bill?

· Was drafting completed on the Bill? If not, why not?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator’s question is as follows:

OPC has received no drafting instructions for this Bill. Information on the progress of legislative projects that have not yet reached OPC is not OPC’s to provide.
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SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Ludwig asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:

In respect of the Transnational Crime Coordination Centre, what are the projected running costs of the TCCC- that is, over the current financial year or at least for six months from December 2002 to June 2003?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator’s question is as follows:

The establishment of the TCCC effectively pulled together a number of existing AFP specialty crime-type units. By pulling those units together, under the umbrella of the TCCC, the AFP recognised the interconnectivity of differing transnational crime types.  

The AFP crime type-units which have been pulled together under the umbrella of the TCCC include Counter Terrorist Investigations, the People Smuggling Strike Team, High Tech. Crime, Intelligence, Interpol, the National Assessment Centre, and the International desks.  

The cost of co-locating of these crime-type units and the physical establishment of the TCCC was $1.3M.

The wages and operational budgets for each crime type unit have been amalgamated to form the wages and operational budget of the TCCC.

Projected running costs of the TCCC for the period December 2002 to June 2003 is $9.7M.
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SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Ludwig asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:

In respect of people trafficking, have there been any investigations into people trafficking over the past two years?  If there have, withstanding operational requirements, can you provide some details of that?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator’s question is as follows:

The past two years have seen six Criminal Code Amendment (Slavery and Sexual Servitude) Act 1999 matters investigated by the AFP; four were referred by the Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs and two were internally generated.  Of these, three cases are currently being investigated.  The remaining three cases were found to have insufficient evidence to proceed to the prosecution phase.  General difficulties associated with these cases include witnesses stating that they willingly entered into contracts to work as a prostitutes and witnesses being deported before investigations are completed.
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SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Ludwig asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:

Please provide a copy of the developed protocol, which covers the Villawood immigration detention centre.

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator’s question is as follows:

The Australian Federal Police (AFP), NSW Police and the Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs (DIMIA) are developing a draft protocol covering the provision of policing services to the Villawood Immigration Detention Centre (IDC).

The draft protocol will identify agency responsibilities for responding to the various types of incidents occurring at the IDC.  Negotiations in relation to the development of the draft protocol are still underway with the last meeting between AFP and DIMIA having occurred on 20 February 2003.  The drafting of the protocol is in its final stages and is expected to be formally ratified in the near future.

As the protocol is still in its developmental phase, the AFP is unable to release a copy of the draft protocol at this time.  Once ratified, the AFP will seek the agreement of the other signatories to release the protocol to the Committee.
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AGENCY NAME 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Carr asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
How much money is involved in the payments you have stopped to AGAL?

For what period has there been a suspension of payments?

Please advise on why payments have been suspended?

How long has it been going on?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

At the end of January 2003, total payments withheld by the AFP were just over $100,000.

Payments were suspended from September 2002.

Payments were suspended because the AFP had some concerns about the rate at which AGAL was progressing work under the National Heroin Signature Program – specifically some delays in “Signature 2” sample analysis.  Payments have been suspended while a satisfactory resolution is instituted between AGAL and the AFP.

There are approximately five (5) payments which have been the subject of suspension.
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SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AGENCY NAME 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Carr asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
Please advise if you have provided AGAL with $4 million worth of new equipment?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

No.
QoN 106
SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AGENCY NAME 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Carr asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
In the last AGAL report there was a reference to $4 million being invested in capital equipment to support AGAL’s capabilities and capacities.  How much of that was provided by the AFP?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

The AFP has not provided AGAL with funds to purchase new equipment.  Funds paid by the AFP to AGAL are for the provision of specified services.  The AFP cannot comment on whether these payments for services are used by AGAL towards its equipment program.
QoN 107
SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AGENCY NAME 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Carr asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
Is the AFP representative on the panel for the lead scientist a Dr Chris Lennard?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

Dr Chris Lennard was a member of the panel that on 23 October 2002, interviewed applicants for the Lead Scientist position at AGAL.  No final appointment eventuated from that process and the position has been readvertised.  Applications for the current process closed on 27 February 2003.
QoN 108
SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AGENCY NAME 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Carr asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
Could you provide details of security matters with transporting samples to AGAL under the Heroin Signature Program?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

Small samples only are transported to AGAL using a secure carrier service.  This process has operated without incident for several years.
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SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AGENCY NAME 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Carr asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
Could you please confirm that in addition to being on the interview panel, Dr Lennard personally approached two scientists to apply for the positions?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

Dr Lennard was on the interview panel for the interviews held on 23 October 2002.  Dr Lennard did not approach either of the scientists named at Senate Estimates by Senator Carr to encourage them to apply for the Lead Scientist position.

Dr Lennard had no knowledge of one of the scientists prior to being provided with a list of applicants for the position.

Dr Lennard had undertaken professional discussions relating to possible research collaboration with one of the scientists named by Senator Carr.  On 6 September 2002, Dr Lennard responded to general questions about the Lead Scientist position put to him by that scientist.  This discussion took place in the presence of a third party. 

Dr Lennard was only appointed to the selection panel for the position on 11 September 2002.
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SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AGENCY NAME 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Carr asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
In regard to members of the selection panels, is that in conformity with what is understood within the AFP to be approved public service practice – namely, members of selection panels going out trying to recruit candidates for appointments?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

The AFP adheres to appropriate selection processes in relation to filling vacancies within the AFP.  For highly specialised positions this may include assessing the availability of potential applicants.

Dr Lennard did not attempt to recruit candidates for the AGAL Lead Scientist position.
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SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AGENCY NAME 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Carr asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
Can you confirm that candidates were told that if they did not apply they would not get any more money out of the drug strategy?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

No.

QoN 112
SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AUSTRALIAN cUSTOMS SERVICE

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Collins asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
Do you know if the Abu Quassey matter is on the Prime Minister’s agenda to be discussed with the Indonesians when he is there next week.

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

Yes, I understand that the matter was raised by the Prime Minister during his meeting with President Magawati.

QoN 113
SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Collins asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
When were the interviews with witnesses in the Abu Quassey investigation conducted?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

At the time of asking this question, Senator Collins referred to the response provided by the AFP to a question taken on notice at the hearings conducted by the Senate Select Committee on a Certain Maritime Incident.  That response stated:

‘The AFP has interviewed five survivors from SIEV X and of those, four statements have been taken.  These are out of a possible approximate 45 survivors, who have since been relocated to various countries since the sinking in 2001.’
Those witness statements were obtained from survivors in Australia in July 2002.

On receiving advice of the sinking from Australian Embassy staff on the evening of 22 October 2001, the AFP Liaison Officer in Jakarta, in an effort to obtain further information, contacted the International Organisation for Migration (IOM).  IOM put the AFP member in touch with a survivor by telephone.  With the assistance of an IOM employee, the AFP member obtained the information that was later detailed in the DFAT cable of 23 October 2001.

Subsequent efforts to speak with that survivor prior to his resettlement have been unsuccessful, as Indonesian Immigration officials moved him for questioning and he was not accessible.  

Enquiries to locate this survivor with a view to seeking a formal interview with him are continuing.

QoN 114
SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Collins asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
What was the first time the AFP became aware of a radio possibly being used on the SIEV X?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

The AFP first heard that a radio was possibly used by the crew of SIEV X when speaking to a survivor by telephone on 22 October 2001 (as outlined in response to QoN 113).  The details provided by that survivor were included in the DFAT cable dated 23 October 2001 as follows:

(Paragraph 4)

‘Approximately one hour after departure, PIIs apparently became apprehensive about the ability of the vessel to remain afloat with the numbers onboard.  The vessel stopped approximately 5 kilometres from the point of departure, during which time the crew was in radio contact with Abu Quassey.  The vessel then resumed its passage and about 0900 again stopped near an island “due to high seas”.  A nearby fishing boat came alongside the vessel to remove 24 PIIs (397 pax remaining).’
QoN 115
SENATE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Senator Collins asked the following question at the hearing of 10 February 2003:
With regard to the Commissioner’s earlier advice to the Committee, regarding communication from the SIEV X.  Who prepared the answer?  Did they have access to the cable in the preparation of the answer, and if not, why not?

I am advised that the answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

The question referred to by Senator Collins was taken on notice taken from the Senate Select Committee on a Certain Maritime Incident on 11 July 2001 and asked:

1.  Does the AFP have ex post facto knowledge from talking to survivors?

2.  Are there survivor reports that there was communication between SIEV X and the mainland?

The response to that QoN was prepared by an AFP member acting as Coordinator Ministerial and Secretariat.  That member had access to the DFAT cable dated 23 October 2001 from Jakarta and considered the cable in the development of  the response.
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