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	Written questions on notice


	

	1
	Bolkus
	Dept
	Staffing Levels:

Can you provide an update of any positions lost as a result of this year’s Budget decisions and compare that with staffing levels over the last 3 years.
	

	2
	Bolkus
	Dept
	Vacant Office Space:

a) Does the Department or any agency own or lease property with vacant space?

b) If so, what is the location of the building?

c) What is the vacant lettable space and the cost per square; the contract term; have there been any attempt to sub-let, make alternative arrangements or re-negotiate?
	

	3
	Bolkus
	Dept
	Appointments:

a) What statutory appointments within the Department and each of the agencies are currently outstanding?

b) When did these appointment become vacant?

c) Are there any vacant positions that will not be filled?

d) What is the timetable for the filling of those positions?
	

	4
	McKiernan
	Family Court
	What were the operating hours for each Family Court registry and sub-registry as a 1 July 1999, 1 July 2000 and today’s date?
	

	5
	McKiernan
	Family Court
	How many staff were employed by each Family Court registry and sub-registry on 1 July 1999, 1 July 2000 and today’s date – and on what basis (full-time or part-time)?
	

	6
	McKiernan
	Family Court
	If there has been a closure or reduction in hours of any Family Court registry or sub-registry, to which other registries are people directed when the registry or sub-registry is not operational?
	

	7
	McKiernan
	Family Court
	As at 1 July 1999, 1 July 2000 and today’s date, was there a judge or registrar permanently located in each registry?

If there has been a change, what is the nature of the new arrangements for judicial or registrar attendance?

How often does this occur?
	

	8
	McKiernan
	Family Court
	What arrangements exist for each registry and sub-registry for access to the Federal Magistrates Service?
	

	9
	McKiernan
	Family Court
	As of 1 July 1999, 1 July 2000 and today’s date, what were the resources for counselling in each registry, sub-registry, judicial circuit location and counselling circuits and outreach – 

(a) How many counselling staff?

(b) At what level?

(c) Were they full-time or part-time?

(d) How many days a week did they provide counselling services in this location?
	

	10
	Harradine
	OFLC
	Please provide the Committee with the working papers of the Classification Board in respect to the film “Hannibal”.
	

	11
	Harradine
	CrimTrac
	a) Does the CrimTrac database only include persons who have been found guilty of committing a criminal offence?

b) What categories of offenders are included in the CrimTrac database?

c) Are firearm owners in Australia included in the CrimTrac database?

d) If citizens who have no criminal record are included, what safeguards are there in place to protect their privacy?
	

	12
	Harradine
	Dept
	Did the late-term abortion of the baby in Victoria last year on the grounds of suspected dwarfism violate anti-discrimination laws?
	

	13
	Mason
	Family Court
	a) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify in each year all overseas trips taken by the Chief Justice and paid for wholly or in part, directly or indirectly, out of Court funds and the amount paid on his behalf. If accompanied by any person in respect of such trips, specify the identity of that person and whether that person’s expenses were paid in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, out of Court funds and the amount paid on that person’s behalf;

b) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify for each year the amount of Travel Allowance claimed by and paid to the Chief Justice;

c) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify for each year the total amount in respect of airfares within Australia incurred by the Chief Justice and paid wholly or in part out of Court funds;

d) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify the total amount expended in each year out of Court funds on furnishings, fittings, objects d’art, cutlery, crockery and the like for the use of the Chief Justice;

e) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify total motor vehicle expenses incurred by or on behalf of the Chief Justice and paid for wholly or in part directly or indirectly out of Court funds;

f) In respect of the information sought in (a) – (e) above, specify where in the books and the financial statements of the Court that information is recorded.


	

	14
	Mason
	Family Court
	a) During the five years preceding his retirement from the Court, specify in each such year all overseas trips taken by the former Deputy Chief Justice Alan Barblett and paid for wholly or in part, directly or indirectly, out of Court funds and the amount paid on his behalf. If accompanied by any person in respect of such trips, specify the identity of that person and whether that person’s expenses were paid in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, out of Court funds and the amount paid on that person’s behalf;

b) During each of the five years preceding his retirement from the Court, specify for each year the amount of Travel Allowance claimed by and paid to the former Deputy Chief Justice;

c) During each of the five years preceding his retirement from the Court, specify for each year the total amount in respect of airfares within Australia incurred by the former Deputy Chief Justice and paid wholly or in part out of Court funds;

d) During each of the five years preceding his retirement from the Court, specify the total amount expended in each year out of Court funds on furnishings, fittings, objects d’art, cutlery, crockery and the like for the use of the former Deputy Chief Justice;

e) During each of the five years preceding his retirement from the Court, specify total motor vehicle expenses incurred by or on behalf of the former Deputy Chief Justice and paid for wholly or in part directly or indirectly out of Court funds;

f) In respect of the decision to offer a retainer payable out of Court funds to the former Deputy Chief Justice following the termination of his judicial commission,

a. Specify who made the decision to offer that retainer,

b. Specify the amount paid to the former Deputy Chief Justice as at 30th June 2000 pursuant to the said retainer, including fees, Travel Allowance, any amount paid to cover airfares and motor vehicle expenses, and any other financial benefits received pursuant to the said retainer.

g) In respect of the information sought in (a) – (f) above, specify where in the books and the financial statements of the Court that information is recorded;


	

	15
	Mason
	Family Court
	a) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify in each year all overseas trips taken by Justice Buckley and paid for wholly or in part, directly or indirectly, out of Court funds and the amount paid on his behalf. If accompanied by any person in respect of such trips, specify the identity of that person and whether that person’s expenses were paid in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, out of Court funds and the amount paid on that person’s behalf;

b) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify for each year the amount of Travel Allowance claimed by and paid to Justice Buckley;

c) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify for each year the total amount in respect of airfares within Australia incurred by Justice Buckley and paid wholly or in part out of Court funds;

d) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify the total amount expended in each year out of Court funds on furnishings, fittings, objects d’art, cutlery, crockery and the like for the use of Justice Buckley;

e) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify total motor vehicle expenses incurred by or on behalf of Justice Buckley and paid for wholly or in part directly or indirectly out of Court funds;

f) In respect of the information sought in (a) – (e) above, specify where in the books and the financial statements of the Court that information is recorded.
	

	16
	Mason
	Family Court
	The 1999/2000 annual report of the Court includes a specific reference to the “personal staff” of the Chief Justice (see p.11, 16),

a) As at 30th June 2000, specify each person included in that description by name and designation and the gross annual salary paid to each;

b) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify in each year all overseas trips taken by any such person and paid for wholly or in part, directly or indirectly, out of Court funds and the amount so paid;

c) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify for each year the amount of Travel Allowance claimed by and paid to any such person;

d) During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify for each year the total amount in respect of airfares within Australia incurred by any such person and paid wholly or in part out of Court funds;

e) In respect of the information sought in (a) – (d) above, specify where in the books and the financial statements of the Court that information is recorded.

f) In respect of the designated driver to the Chief Justice,

a. State the terms of his employment and whether those terms are in writing,

b. State whether a record is kept of all journeys made by him in that capacity, including persons carried,

State whether while driving in that capacity he drives persons from time to time other than and in absence of the Chief Justice.
	

	17
	Mason
	Family Court
	Regarding visitors from overseas:

a) During the five year period preceding 30th June 2000, identify each person from overseas who came to Australia or who attended any function in Australia organised by the Court whose expenses in so doing were paid in whole or in part out of Court funds and in each case state the amount of expenses so paid;

b) During the same period identify any member of the Court who attended any overseas conference or other function at the invitation of any person identified in (a) above or the institution to which such person belonged and whose expenses were met from funds provided by any such person or any such institution in whole or in part specifying in each case the amount of expenses so met.
	

	18
	Mason
	Family Court
	As to the senior management of the administrative staff attached to the Court

a. Identify as at 30th June 2000 by name each person falling within the class of senior management and specify in each case the gross salary payable per annum;

b. During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify in each year all overseas trips taken by any such member of senior management and paid for wholly or in part, directly or indirectly, out of Court funds and the amount paid on his behalf. If accompanied by any person in respect of such trips, specify the identity of that person and whether that person’s expenses were paid in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, out of Court funds and the amount paid on that person’s behalf;

c. During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify for each year the amount of Travel Allowance claimed by and paid to any such member of senior management;

d. During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify for each year the total amount in respect of airfares within Australia incurred by any such member of senior management and paid wholly or in part out of Court funds;

e. During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify the total amount expended in each year out of Court funds on furnishings, fittings, objects d’art, cutlery, crockery and the like for the use of any such member of senior management;

f. During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, specify total motor vehicle expenses incurred by any such member of senior management and paid for wholly or in part directly or indirectly out of Court funds;

g. In respect of the information sought in (b) – (f) above, specify where in the books and the financial statements of the Court that information is recorded.
	

	19
	Mason
	Family Court
	With respect to consultants engaged on behalf of the Court during the five year period preceding 30th June 2000,

a) list such consultants by name for each year and the amounts paid in respect of each such consultancy;

b) identify the person or persons who made the decision in each case to engage such consultants;

c) in respect of each of the consultancies which were subject of a tender process specify where the matter was advertised;

d) specify each consultancy which was not advertised and state precisely the reasons for failing to advertise;

e) state where in the financial records and accounts of the Court the existence of these consultancies and the amounts so paid are recorded.
	

	20
	Mason
	Family Court
	During the two year period preceding 30th June 2000 with respect to written judgments at first instance delivered by members of the Court,

a) was any such written judgment drafted in whole or in part by someone other than the judge/judicial registrar in question, such person being a member of the Chief Justice’s personal staff;

b) if so specify

a. the identity of the judges/judicial registrars in question;

b. the identity of the persons who drafted the judgments;

c. the judgments in question.
	

	21
	Mason
	Family Court
	During each of the five years preceding 30th June 2000, using either Court records or the records maintained by Austrcript, set out for all of the judges of the Court those periods when each judge was on leave, and specify the number of days on which each judge was listed to sit and did sit either at first instance or on the Full Court and the number of days when each judge was not so listed and did not sit.  
	

	22
	Mason
	Family Court
	In regards to the workloads of the Court’s registries and sub-registries around Australia:

a) are the staff levels at each location adequate to deal with the existing workloads;

b) if some locations experience workload greater than the registry’s or sub-registry’s resources are able to effectively cope with, what sort of assistance is provided to those locations by the Court in order to remedy that situation. 
	

	
	
	
	Questions from the Hansard Transcript


	

	23
	McKiernan
	Dept/Minister
	Can you provide the Committee with a table of when responses were provided to the Attorney or to the Minister for Justice and when they were provided back to the Committee?
	3

	24
	McKiernan
	Dept
	In relation to Corporations Law:

Can you provide the Committee with some costing as to how you intend to implement it should the other states come on board?
	8

	25
	Bolkus
	DPP
	In respect of the Mal Brough investigation, was advice sought from the DPP at any stage?

If yes, when was the advice sought, when was it provided, who prepared the advice and to whom did it go?
	22

	26
	McKiernan
	DPP
	In relation to the media statement (concerning the DPP’s consideration of the so-called Reith telecard affair) what time of the day was that issued?
	22-23

	27
	McKiernan
	Family Court
	In relation to unrepresented litigants:

Can the Family Court provide a copy of the overview of the report?
	30

	28
	Ludwig
	Family Court
	When the Family Court finalises the tracking feedback, can the Family Court make that available to the Committee?
	30

	29
	Ludwig
	Family Court
	In relation to the recommendations of Managing Justice:

a) Can the Committee be provided with information on those recommendations that you have in train and the matters that you are responding to?

b) Can the Committee be provided with information regarding the Court’s meeting with CJCC next week on the recommendations?
	31

	30
	Cooney
	Family Court
	How many circuits are now operating in Victoria?
	31

	31
	Cooney
	Family Court
	Can the Court measure how the length of a trial might be increased or, alternatively, decreased – or it may stay the same – depending on whether the litigants are represented?
	34

	32
	Bolkus
	Federal Court
	In relation to the Trade Practices Act:

What is the breakup in the Federal Court between part IV and part V?
	34

	33
	Ludwig
	Federal Court
	Can the Committee be provided with a copy of the MOU between the Federal Court and the Federal Magistrates Service when it is signed?
	37

	34
	McKiernan
	FMS
	If a document, similar to that between the Federal Court and the Federal Magistrates Service, between the Federal Magistrates Service and the Family Court becomes available, can the Committee obtain a copy?
	41

	35
	Lundy
	Customs
	Provide the Committee with specific dates as to when the decision [to move away from Tradegate being the industry hub and the only gateway into Customs] was made.
	50

	36
	Lundy
	Customs
	Can you provide detail of that relationship [with Mr Humphrey] and the time frame in which it occurred and any documentation arising out of that process?
	53

	37
	Lundy
	Customs
	Can Customs provide the Pricewaterhouse documentation to the Committee?
	55

	38
	Lundy
	Customs
	Can Customs clarify whether the marginal impact on SMEs is a positive or negative impact, even if you have to go back to Pricewaterhouse Coopers?
	55-56

	39
	Lundy
	Customs
	Can Customs provide the Committee with the evaluation documentation for the EDS contract?
	58

	40
	Lundy
	Customs
	Can Customs provide a copy of the contract with EDS and all its variations?
	59

	41
	Ludwig
	Customs
	As a consequence of the tender being successful, would that mean that there would be consequential downsizing or redundancies in that area, or would the technical people that you referred to be shifted to other operational areas?
	61

	42
	Bolkus
	AFP
	What is the current cost of the investigation of Dr Dorling?
	70, 76

	43
	Bolkus
	AFP
	Did the officers examine all the documents stored on Dr Dorling’s computer to see whether they were of possible interest?
	71

	44
	Bolkus
	AFP
	Were any of the officers specifically told not to examine any records of confidential or in camera proceedings of parliamentary committees?
	73

	45
	Bolkus
	AFP
	Did the officers executing the warrants examine any transcripts of in camera parliamentary committee proceedings or other confidential parliamentary records?
	73

	46
	Bolkus
	AFP
	Prior to the execution of the search warrant, were the agents aware that Dr Dorling’s wife is in fact a parliamentary officer employed by the Department of the House of Representatives? If not, did they become aware of her employment during the search that morning – or that afternoon as well?
	74

	47
	Bolkus
	AFP
	What specific consideration did the AFP give to the possible questions of parliamentary privilege arising from her [Dr Dorling’s wife] employment as a parliamentary officer and in fact the likelihood that as such, she would have had confidential parliamentary records in her possession at home?
	74

	48
	Bolkus
	AFP
	Are you aware that Dr Dorling’s computer contained a number of electronic documents, which included drafts of parliamentary questions for the House of Reps question time, briefing notes and questions and draft questions for a Senator involved in hearings of a Senate committee into Australia’s policy in respect of East Timor.

Can you find out from the officers if those documents were located and whether in fact they examined those documents, opened those documents?
	74

	49
	Bolkus
	AFP
	Can the AFP provide any documents that might be available to officers doing the course or any notes that may be pertinent to this question [of parliamentary privilege]?
	76

	50
	Ludwig
	AFP
	Can the AFP provide a breakdown over those three years of what the money was allocated to in meeting the programs that were highlighted or suggested by the Ayers Report, if that is what you used as the benchmark or as the way you were going to allocate the money or, alternatively, how you allocated the $117 million over the three years?
	82

	51
	Ludwig
	AFP
	Were the reforms under the Ayers Review, under the $117 million, implemented by way of one-off expenditure? Were the moneys designed to be expended during that period and then the program was ‘successful and completed’ or were some programs left unfinished? If there are any programs that remain unfunded or will cease to be funded from 30 June, can you give me a breakdown of which ones they are? (ie. What ones have you addressed, how much money you gave expended and how you intend to deal on an ongoing basis with those ones that are ongoing.)
	82

	52
	Ludwig
	AFP
	Can the AFP provide information as to the number of fraud investigations have been referred to the AFP and how many of those the AFP has accepted since 1995 (1999-2000 answered)?
	87

	53
	Ludwig
	AFP
	Provide figures that break down expenditure that has been earmarked or put up for both the Weston Creek facility and the Barton Police College in relation to refurbishments or upgrading of laboratories or IT?
	88

	54
	Ludwig
	AFP
	Can the AFP provide a snapshot of where they are going – looking at the administrative and operational investigative staff, with location where it is possible, and their experience and grade levels (ie. The number allocated to ACT policing and the number of staff allocated to protective services, and the number of sworn and unsworn staff in each functional stream together with an indicative number of staff allocated to strike teams)? 
	88

	55
	Ludwig
	AFP
	Can the AFP provide information on the number of resignations, retirements, redundancies or terminations (ie. The percentage turnover of your staff, part-time, casual and full-time. What areas has the attrition mostly come from, whether it be administrative or from operational areas)
	88

	56
	Ludwig
	AFP
	In relation to the recruitment program that has been operating, how many recruits have come in in the last two years? How many in the recruitment were new recruits or from ACT policing? How many came in through an advertisement?
	88

	57
	McKiernan
	AFP
	In the limited time that the agreement has been in place, is it possible to show some figures to indicate how effective the system has been to date? (ie. In terms of the people who have progressed)
	91

	58
	Bolkus
	ASIO
	In terms of the overall staff profile, can you give us some figures on the proportion of staff who may have tertiary qualifications and how that has changed of the last five or so years?
	92

	59
	Bolkus
	Dept
	Can the Committee be provided with the relevant sections of the Commonwealth Protective Security Manual?
	93

	60
	Bolkus
	Dept
	Can the Department provide an update on the Adelaide law courts building, and whether we are still going ahead with that and what stage we are up to? (ie. When contracts will be let and when building might commence)
	95

	61
	Bolkus
	OFLC
	What is the status of the review of the classification of Robert Mapplethorpe’s book Pictures?
	95-96

	62
	McKiernan
	Dept
	How many positions are there in the Human Rights Branch. Are there positions that are currently filled by permanent appointments? How many positions are filled with acting appointments?
	98

	63
	Ludwig
	Dept
	Is the amount of sick leave and annual leave or absences in the Human Rights Branch average for where it sits?
	99

	64
	Ludwig/McKiernan
	Minister
	Why has the Government not responded to the recommendations of the ALRC? How many other reports of a similar type have been presented and are awaiting a response? Have responses been prepared and presented to the Attorney but not yet tabled in the parliament or otherwise publicly released?
	99

	65
	McKiernan
	Dept
	Is there any reason for there being a delay by government in responding to that report [ALRC report], other than actions that have been so described earlier? Why has it not been formally responded to at this time?
	100

	66
	McKiernan
	Dept
	What is the status of the ACT in relation to the Electronic Transactions Bill?
	100

	67
	McKiernan
	OFLC
	Are you aware of any time lines that will be included in the review [of the film and computer game classifications]?
	100-101

	68
	McKiernan
	Dept
	How many submissions were received [in relation to amending the Copyright Act 1968]?
	101

	69
	McKiernan
	Dept
	Were other interested parties to that review [Copyright Act] advised of what is happening, that there has been a delay and that there are efforts to get a united position from those organisations?
	101

	70
	McKiernan
	Dept
	Were there any deadlines set in the early stages of the review process [Copyright Act] for the introduction and passage of legislation in this area? Have those deadlines or target dates been amended because of the delays? If so, what have they been amended to?
	101

	71
	McKiernan
	Dept
	Can the Committee be provided with a copy of the report prepared by the Law Foundation of New South Wales entitled Phase One of a National evaluation of primary dispute resolution programs in legal aid commissions?
	102

	72
	McKiernan
	Dept
	What has been the cost of work to date towards the establishment of the Administrative Review Tribunal – that is, including costs paid to consultants working on the project and the costs for departmental resources committed to it?
	102

	73
	McKiernan
	Dept
	Do you have any comparative figures over, say, six-month intervals going back over the last 2 years [with positions within the Administrative Appeals Tribunal]?
	102

	74
	McKiernan
	Dept
	Is it possible to break down that $4 million to Centrelink by year by year expenditures, and further break down what it would cost to establish and maintain it?
	109

	75
	McKiernan
	Dept
	In response to question No. 62 [November 2000], you provided the Committee with a figure of $85,000 for project management services. What were these for and what was the exact figure? 
	109

	76
	McKiernan
	Dept
	Have you got any indication of what the ongoing costs of each of those initiatives [for the National Call Centre and the Internet portal] are for the out years from 2002?
	109

	77
	McKiernan
	Dept
	In relation to the Family Law Pathways Advisory Group:

a) Were members of the group paid to per diem amount or reimbursed for expenses? If so, what was the amount of the per diem?

b) Can you provide the total travel expenses for members of the group and also information on where each member of the group is based?

c) What is the total costs associated with the establishment and running of the pathways group?
	109-110

	78
	McKiernan
	Dept
	a) How much funding is going to be provided to each of the services covering the southern, western, central and northern regions?

b) Have any of them previously received Commonwealth funding?

c) Where were each of them previously located if they are not a new service?
	110-111

	79
	McKiernan
	Dept
	If the Committee has not received a copy of the final review document of the South Australian community legal centres, can one be provided to us?
	112

	80
	McKiernana
	Dept
	With regard to the Women’s Legal Service, how much Commonwealth funding did they previously receive and how much will they receive as a result of the ministerial announcement of 9 February 2001?
	112

	81
	McKiernan
	Dept
	Can the Department provide a list of all those community legal centres, including the 115, showing the address of each organisation, the annual amount of Commonwealth funding that each receives, the date on which each organisation has been assured of Commonwealth funding and the periodic arrangements by which funding is paid to each organisation?

Where possible, could you also provide information on other sources of funding for each organisation?
	112-113

	82
	McKiernan
	Dept
	In relation to minimising impact of mandatory sentencing on juvenile offenders:

Can the Department provide the Committee with a breakdown of the one-off set-up costs, as distinct from recurrent costs, paid by the Commonwealth to any of the subprograms that are covered by the $20 million package (in relation to the whole of the package)?
	118

	83
	West
	Dept/APS
	In relation to the monitoring of the 13 systems that were on the analog system:

Were any of those for the Department of Defence, an element within the Department of Defence or the Australian Defence Force?
	118


