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Question: 
Senator CORMANN: I have a couple of quick questions in relation to the costing of 
Green and Independent policies. How much time has the department spent since 
September 2010 in dealing with the consideration of policies for the Independents and 
the Greens, as per agreements made with them by the Prime Minister and the 
Treasurer in order to obtain their support to form government?  

Mr Hazlehurst: I would have to take that question on notice. 

Answer:  
The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (PM&C) does not record the 
amount of time spent on the consideration of policies proposed by the Australian 
Greens (Greens) and Independent Members of Parliament that have agreements with 
the Government (‘the Independents’). The Fiscal and Taxation Policy Branch 
coordinates costing and analysis of proposals submitted by the Independents and 
Greens, with costings usually performed by either the Department of Finance and 
Deregulation or the Department of Treasury.  The Branch does not have an officer 
dedicated solely to Independent and Greens matters.  


