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Question:

Senator ABETZ: That as well; that is a given. Has it come to the attention of other
departmental officials then that at least one former finance minister was engaged in this
conduct?

Mr Tune: | can ask my colleagues. Do you want me to line them all up here and ask them
one by one, or do you want me to take it on notice?

Senator ABETZ: Take it on notice but this is a very serious matter because we often have
debates and discussions about matters financial, as we should, and for a federal finance
minister to basically brag about the way he misconducted himself—not conducted, but
misconducted—is a matter of concern. | would have thought it was something that the
department would have become aware of and may have, from time to time, provided him
with briefing notes to indicate that that which he had said on the public record may not
necessarily reflect the fact. If you could take that on notice and ascertain for me whether or
not Mr Tanner ever received such briefing notes—I do not need to know what was in the
briefing notes—and whether or not he was ever advised in relation to his public commentary.
Just for what it is worth, in the Hansard of the budget estimates of Wednesday 25 May 2011,
on page 142, you and I, Minister, had a discussion about matters cash accrual and whether it
was over five or four years, where there seemed to have been, if I might say, this type of
behaviour being engaged in either inadvertently, and | trust it was inadvertently and I will not
put it any stronger than that, but we have one former Labor finance minister who brags about
having done so to cause public confusion. That is the only question | have.

Answer:

The department is not aware of any advice to the former Minister for Finance and
Deregulation on this issue.



