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a) Has your portfolio started implementing the Government’s savings election

commitment of maintaining the annual efficiency dividend on departmental expenses

at 1.25 per cent? If not, why not? If yes, give details.
b) Will any agencies in your portfolio be seeking an exemption to implementing the
efficiency dividend?

¢) How do you think you will implement it? Give examples of the types of cuts you will

make (i.e. no more pot plants in departmental buildings).
d) Will there be cuts to staff? If yes, give details.
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Answer:

a) The Department of Regional Australia, Regional Development and Local Government

was established on 14 September 2010. An interim transfer of funds was made on
1 October 2010 under section 32 of the Financial Management and Accountability
Act 1997. The funds were discounted by the efficiency dividend.

b) No.

c) The Department is newly established and will work within its agreed budget.

d) No staff cuts are planned.



