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Senator Brett Mason
Chatrman _
Senate Standing Committee on Finance and Public Administration
Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senator

At Estimates Committee hearings on 4 November 2003 the Australian Electoral
Commission {AEC) took a number of questions on notice and agreed to provide the
Committee with certain documents. Committee members indicated that provision of
the documents as a matter of priority was preferred.

Senator Brandis asked questions about the content of disclosure returns lodged by the
Fair Go Alliance. In responding, Ms Mitchell indicated that it might be more
effective if she provided copies of the relevant returns, which are publicly available
documents, to the Committee. Copies of the returns are attached.

Senator Faulkner requested that the Committee be provided with copies of the letters
the AEC sent to Mr Abbott in September 1998 and June 1999 conceming the
Austratians for Honest Politics trust fund. Whilst the AEC would normally prefer not
to provide the Committee with documents relating to a matter under current
consideration in case it prejudiced the AEC’s action in such matters, the letters have
already been made publicly available by someone other than the AEC. As such, it
would seem unlikely that provision of the letters to the Committee would further
prejudice the AEC’s ability to proceed with this matter. A copy of each of the letters
is attached.

Yours sincerely

Y

Deputy Electoral Commissioner

November 2003
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Third Party Return of Donations made
for the Election heidon - 1"

Plogse refer 1o the Funding and Disalosure Handbook for Thlrd Parties when compleiing this form.

Third Party Details
Name of person of organisation
FAML s AvtiRdce
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Details of Person cnmplating the Raturn
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(A returm for B0 organisation shoukd be compleled by an sppropriate officer such as the company aecreiary or finance manegen)

Postat Address
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Telephone numbar (8H) Fagsimite number
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Date
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The due date for lodging this return is Mnhday,

Enquiries and returns should be addragsed o;

THE RETURNS OFFICER

FUNDING AND DISCLOSURE SECTION
AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION
PO BOX E201 '
QUEEN VICTORIA TERRACE ACT 2800 Registration No:

Office Use Only

Daie Fecoived:

Telephone: (08) 271 4416 {06) 271 4411

- AuStalian Electoral Commission AEC
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DONATIONS MADE

1. Period covered by this return is

The disclosure period for donations madse 1o candidates and persons of organisations specified by 'notice in the
Gazette commences fram 31 days after the previous Federal election and concludes 50 days after poiling day.

2. Details of donations mada 1o candidafes and others
Where donations, including gifts-in-kind (s defined in the Handbook), total:

= 5200 or more 1o an individual candidate; or

= $1000 or more {o & person or organisation specifted by notice in the Gazetls;

list in the lable betow the name and address of each persan or organisation io whom those donalions were
mada, along with the date and vatue 6f each donation, :

?35 R : Date of Value of
Name Address ' donation donation
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If spacs is insutficlant ploase attach sdditional shawty




Third Party Return of Donations made
for the Election held on 10 November 2001

Pleage refer to the Funding and Disclosure Handbook for Third FParties when compieting this form.
Giving false or misieading information is a serious offence.

Third Party Details

Name of person or organisation

O FRL &0 ALLIPNCE

Postal Address

277- 2L SUSLEL STHAEET SUDONET NSW:
Postcode 2 oot

Details of Person completing the Return

Nams ,g _ X
Terrley, . esTey

(\White “as above® i you are completing your awn reilin.)

Capacityi?osition
C FiNANciA- conTlouel

(A refurn for an organisation shouid be completsd by an appropriate officer such as the company secretary or financs manager)

Postal Address _
RT77. BER SUKSEN STREST  SNDAET  NSW
- Postoode 2{:}{3"3 J

Telephone number (BH) Facsimile number Email

(02 13 286 b2 | | (on ) 728386k | (| Moaly @ls toh O] A0 -

{ certify that the information containad in this return and its attachments is true and complete.”

Signaturg A Pt
e e = ! ate
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The due date for inodging this return is Monday, 25 February 2002

Enguiries and retums should be addressed to:

THE RETURNS OFFICER | Office Use Oniy

FUNDING AND DISCLOBURE SECTION _

AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION Date Received: o} -S4 DO

PO BOX E201 —
KINGSTON ACT 2804 Registration No: %, 0

Telephene: {02} 6271 4418 {02) 8271 4411
Email: fad@aec.gov.au

eI AEC




DONATIONS MADE

1. Period covered by this return is 3 November 1998 to 10 December _2001

The disclosure peffod for donations made to candidates and persons or organisations specified by notice in the
Gazette commences from 31 days after the previous Federal election and concludes 30 days after polling day.

2. Details of donations made to candidates and others

Where donations, including gifts-in-kind (as defined in the Handbook), tolak:

- $200 or more to. an individual candidate; or

. $1000 or more to a persan or crganisation specified by notice in the Gazetle;

Jist in the table below the name and address of each person or organisation to whom those donations were
made, along with the date and value of each donation.

. Date of Value of
MName :r’f%f g Address donation donation

S ET ATTACHED SCHERUW

If epace is insufficlent please altach addiional sheels

{

l Piease provide an estimate of the time taken to complete this form ! | hrs | | mins

FAD-ERS (10/2001)




FAIR GO ALLIANCE PAYMENTS 3.11.98 - 10.12.01

7.2.01 Macquarie Fec Campaign 5,§GO.G€}
20.2.01 Janny George « Throéby FEC Ca. 5,000.00
Jenny McAlistair - Richmond FEC 5,000.00

Caroline Nielson - Wentworth FEC 2,600.00

David Borger - Parramatia FEC 2,000.00

Darryl Melham - Banks FEC 2,000.00

Yk Mossfield - Greenway FEC 2,000.00

1.3.01  Jan Merriman - Hume FEC 2,000.00
21.5.01 Steve Martin Campaign 250.00
Jenny George Campaign 250.60

Jann Merriman Campaign 250.00

5.6.01 Christine Hawkins Campaign 2,600.00
14.6.01 Pater Primrose Function Account 1,000.00
15.6.01 Fran Tierney Campaign ' 1,0C0.00
226.01  David Borgar Campaign - 325.00
24.7.01  Carclyn Nielson Campaign 2,000.00
12.8.01 Pat Dixon Campaign 1,060.00
Fran Tierney Campaign 1,000.00

Christine Hawkins Campaign 1,000.00

26.8.01 Pery Young t}ampaign 1,0G0.00
9.10.01 Jan Merriman - Hume Campaign $,000.00
John Murphy - Lowe Campaign 1,000.00

12,10.01  Adam Searle Campaign 900.00
Adam Searle Campaign 1,000.00

Peter Macdonald Campaign 1,000.00

fairgob.xis




Daryl Melham Campaign 1,000.00

Carclyn Neitson Campaign 1,000.00

12.10.01  Giimore Election Campaign 1,000.00
Trigh Moran Campaign 1,000.00

25.10.01 Bass Campaign Fund 2,000.00
Lowe Campaign Fund A00.00

31.10.01  Mitchell Campaign Fund 1.000.60
Julie Heraghty Campaign 1,000.00

Peter Macdonald Campaign 1,000.00

ﬂJé’;m Murphy Campaign 500.00

5.11.01 Democrats Campaign 1,000.00
Greens Campaign 1,000.00

6.11.01 David Borger Campaign 1,000.00
Fran Tierney Campaign . 500.00

54 375.00

fairgod xis




a Third Party Rétum of Donations received
e for the Election held on 10 November 2001

Piease refer to the Funding and Disciosure Handbook for Third Parties when completing this form.
Giving false or misleading information is a serious offence.

Third Party Details
Name of person or organisation

R e ALUIANCE

Postal Addrass

277- LR Sysser  STLEET, =SHDNEY. NKW
Postcode 2 ¢y

Details of Person completing the Return

Nams

4 N
TereleY . PRIESTLY

Write “as above” if you are completing vour own return.} -

Capacity/Position
 FINAyDIAL ConTlouEl

(A return for an organisation should be completad by an appropriate officer such as the campany secretary of finance manager.)

Paostal Address

I77- IER  SUSEy STAEST SNDNEY NS W
' Postcode &= (YOO

Telephone number {BH) Facsimile number Emall

o> Q3£ (b | [(o2 ) I2e3uxb3] | ) eyl lobanorg.av

i certify that the information contained in this return and its attachments Js true and complete,

Signature™™™ ™

Date

A S 29 0]

The due date for lodging this return is Monday, 25 February 2002

Enquiries and retumns should be addressed o7

THE RETURNS OFFICER Office Use Only
FUNDING AND DISCLOSURE SECTION -
AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION Date Received; -

PO BOX E201

KINGSTON ACT 2604 Registration No

Telephone; (02) B271 4416 {02) 6271 4411
Email: fad@asc.gov.au

Australian Electoral Commission




DONATIONS RECEIVED

1. Period covered by this return is 3 November 1298 to 10 December 2001

This return covers donations received which were used to help fund expenditure incurred from 31 days after the
previous Federal election and concluding 30 days after polling day, irrespective of when payment was made,
Donations received are required to be disclosed irrespective of whether they were received within or cuiside
this period, .

2. Details of donations received

Whare donations, including gifis-in-kind {as defined in the Handbook), totalling $100C or more wers received
from a person or organisation and those donations were used in whole or in part to incur expendifure of $1000
or more, in relation to an election, on the following:

* publication by any means (including radio or teievision) of electoral matter;

. by any other means publicly expressing views on an issue in the election;

. making a conation togja political party;

. making a donat%ciga t(;é éand%daia or Senate group; or

. making a donation to a person on the understanding that that person or another parson will use either -

the whole or part of the donation for any of the purposes listed above,

fist in the table below the name and address of each person or organisation from whorn those donations were
received, along with the date and value of each donation.

Date of Vatue of
Name Address donation donation
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Piease provide an estimate of the time taken to complete this form | | hrs | I mins
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Please guots

Contact Officer

Teiephone

AECH

9800788

Wast Block Offices
Farkes ACT 2600
Chris Morrds / Roger Wills -
PQ Box E261
Kingston ACT 25604
(02} 6271 4509/ (02 6271 4430 Telaphone (02) 6271 4411

Facsimile {02} 6271 4556

The Hon. Tony Abbott MP
4-16 Sydney Road g
Manly NSW 2095

Dear Mr, Abbott

ANNUAL RETURN FOR AN ASSOCIATED ENTITY

Anp associated entity is a terrn interpreted by the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (the Act)
and used by the Australian Electoral Commission (the AEC) for an organisation which is
controlled wholly or mainly for the benefit of one or more political parties. This includes
orgamisations which are independent of, but primarily benefit, a party or parties.

A recent newspaper article (Courier Mail, 1 September 1998) reports that you have set up a
trust fund with Messrs J. Wheeldon and P. Coleman. On the basis of the press report, the
fund may be an associated entity. If this is the case, you are required under the
Commonwealth Electoral 4ct 1918 (the Act) to lodge an associated entity return. The Act
provides penalties for failure to mest your disclosure obligations.

Please find enclosed a copy of the Funding and Disclosure Handbook for Associated Entities
and an annual return form. The deadline for lodgment of an associated entity annual return is
close of business 20 October 1998, If after having read the handbook you consider that the
trust fund does not fall within the ambit of an associated entity, please provide a written
response outlining your reasons for arriving at this decision.

If you require further information regarding your disclosure responsibilities, piease do not
hesitate to contact an officer of the Funding and Disclosure Section on one of the numbers
provided above.

Yours sincerely

Roger Wills
Funding and Disclosure

18/09/9%
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Pease guote GR/0128% Fadbid
) : : West Block Offices
. ) Parkes ACT 2600
Contact Cificer Brad Edgman : -
' PO Box E201 _
Hingston ACT 2804
Telephone (02) 6271 4413 : Telephone (02) 6271 4411

Facsimile {02} 6271 4588

The Hom. Tony Abbott, MP.
Suite 11

Pacific Point

4-10 Svdney Road

Manly NSW 2093

Dear Mr Abbott,

Thank vou for your letier of 20 October 1998, responding to our inquiry as to whether the
frust “Australians for Honest Politics™ may fall within the ambit of an associated entity. 1
apologise if vou have not received a response earlier.

On the basis of the information provided, I am of the opinion that the frust does not constitute
an associated entity at this time and accordingly is not required to lodge a disclosure refurn.

I take this opportunity to note that if the activities of the Trust alter, then it may constifizte an
associated entity. This is a term iterpreted by the Commonwealth Elecioral Acr 1918 and
used by the Australan Electoral Commission for an organisation that is controlled by, or
operates wholly or mainly for the benefit of, one or more political parties.

1 1 can be of any fiuther assistance, please telephone me on 02 6271 4413,

Yours sincerely,

Y/

Brad Edgm?;in
Tiirectar U/
Funding and Disclosure

10/06/99






