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Senator Forshaw asked:

Once again this variation is far beyond the 0.5% variation allowed in estimate and
actual spending and the 1% variation allowed between estimates and actual revenues.

Answer:

The variations between the actual and budgeted expenses in 2002-03 were within the
bounds of the department’s performance targets.

The target in 2002-03 for the variation between estimated expenses at Budget
(excluding government decisions and economic parameters) and final outcome was
0.5%. The result achieved was 0.5%.

The target for the difference between revised estimated expenses at Mid-Year
Economic and Fiscal Outlook and final outcome (excluding government decisions and
economic parameters) was 0.3%. The result achieved was 0.16%.
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