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Senator Faulkner asked:
Could you perhaps take on notice for me whether there have been any occasions over the past three years—I think that would be reasonable—when there has been any discount or waiver of the fees beyond the security arrangements as you have outlined, which seem eminently sensible?

Answer:

During the past three years, the Joint House Department agreed to a waiver of the Great Hall basic room hire charge on one occasion.

The event was the Australian Science Festival Engineering Hypothetical held as part of the 2000 Science Festival.

The event was researched and produced by the Australian Broadcasting Commission and later broadcast on Radio National and was based on a theme of ‘buildings of the future’.

The event was free and open to the public.

The basic room hire charge was waived as part of JHD’s contribution to the Australian Science Festival, which is an annual event held in Canberra and in which JHD participates on behalf of the Parliament.



- 1 -

