
	Reference:
Contact:
Telephone:
e-mail:
	01/00700
Justin O'Shannassy
02 6215 3101
justin.o'shannassy@dofa.gov.au


[image: image1.png]DEPARTMENT OF

FINANCE AND

ADMINISTRATION





[image: image2.wmf]Ms Helen Donaldson

Secretary
Senate Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee
Parliament House
CANBERRA  ACT  2600

Questions on Notice - Additional Estimates Hearings 19-23 February 2001

As you are aware answers to questions on notice from the 19-23 February Additional Estimates process are due to be submitted to the Senate Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee today 23 March 2001.  Given the unusually high number of questions (256 in total, including written questions), and the Department currently preparing for the 2001-02 Budget process, the deadline of 23 March will not be met.  It is also unlikely that the date for submission of answers to written questions, 28 March 2001, will be met.  Every effort is being made to submit answers as soon as possible.

The majority of answers have been drafted and are currently being cleared by Departmental Executive prior to being approved by the appropriate Minister.  

It would be appreciated if you could advise the Committee Members of this unfortunate delay and the reasons for the Department's inability to submit answers at this time.

If you have any queries on the status of answers please call the Department's Estimates Coordinator Justin O'Shannassy on 62153101.

Yours sincerely

Lembit Suur
General Manager
Corporate
23 March 2001
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