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Question

Has the Australian Public Service Commissioner ever spoken with State Public Service
Commissioners about public service absenteeism? With which State Commissioners have
discussions been held? If no discussions have occurred, have meetings ever been sought?

Answer:

The main mechanism through which the Australian Public Service Commissioner engages
with State Public Service Commissioners is the Public Service Commissioners’ Conference.
The Commissioners meet twice a year. Public service absenteeism has not been raised as a
specific agenda item during the last three years. However, the Commissioner has noted the
concern about the rise in unscheduled absences with his colleagues in these forums. Specific
meetings with other State Commissioners on public service absenteeism have not been
sought. The Queensland Public Service Commissioner, however, has sought APS
benchmarking data on absence from the Australian Public Service Commissioner.
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