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Question:

Given that section 90A (2)(a) of the Electoral Act provides that:

2) “A copy of the following are to be available, at any time during ordinary business

hours, for public inspection without fee at each capital city office of the Electoral

Commission:

(a) the Roll for each State and Territory; ...”

And,;

Section 91A (2A) of the Electoral Act provides that:

(2A)  The permitted purposes in relation to a person or organisation other than a Senator,
member of the House of Representatives, political party or prescribed authority are:
(a) any purpose in connection with an election or referendum; and
(b) monitoring the accuracy of information contained in a Roll; and
(c) any other purpose that is prescribed.

I ask the following:

Has the Commissioner or any officer of the AEC:

a) Prescribed protocols regarding public access to the electoral roll that restrict public access
to an open inspection of the complete electoral roll to which the above sections refer?
b) Limited or denied access to inspections of the electoral roll to representatives of the media

seeking to access or verify enrolment information?
¢) Limited access to public inspections of the electoral roll to the purposes of:
1) Checking your own enrolment details, and/or
i) Making an objection to the enrolment of another elector?
2) If the answer to any of the above questions is “Yes’ please provide:
a) Copies of any protocols, advice to officials and/or internal communications that have
communicated such advice to officers or representatives of the AEC;
b) An explanation as to the legal basis for the denial of requests to inspect the roll given
the broad provisions in section 91A (2A) and that such use does not conflict with the
prohibition on the use of the roll for commercial purposes.



3)

4)
5)

6)

If the answer to any part of question (1)(c), above, is ‘yes’ please explain how an elector
is supposed to make an informed objection of another elector if they cannot inspect the
roll in the first instance?

Does the Commissioner consider that media requests to access the electoral roll for the
purposes of verifying information constitutes use of the roll for commercial purposes?
Does the Commissioner consider that there is a public interest in continued media access
to the roll consistent with the broad public access provisions outlined in s 90A?

Does the Commissioner consider that media access to the roll for the purposes of
inspection is supported by section 91A (2A), which provides for inspections of the roll for
“any purpose in connection with an election or referendum or ““monitoring the accuracy
of information contained in a Roll’?

Answer:

1)
a)

b)

2)

a)
b)

Yes. Information about accessing the Roll available for inspection under section
90A(2)(a) of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (Electoral Act) is available on the
AEC’s website at http://www.aec.gov.au/Enrolling to vote/About Electoral Roll/.
Access by the media to the publicly available Roll is available on the same basis as any
other member of the public. The publicly available Roll is used by the public at
divisional offices around Australia. Where a member of the public is using it for a
purpose which is not permitted, they will be instructed to cease using the publicly
available Roll for that purpose and to leave the AEC premises.

The AEC is aware of two instances where people who would be described as

representatives of the media have enquired about being denied access to the publicly

available Roll:

e A Sydney-based journalist enquired about being denied access to the Roll and the
reasons for such, without providing details of the purpose for which they were using
it.

¢ A Melbourne-based journalist was denied access to the Roll for the purposes of
finding an address for a witness in a criminal case.

No. The AEC has provided guidance in relation to permitted use which is for the

purpose of the conduct of elections and referendums. These uses are wider than just the

two categories listed in the question and could include other activities such as confirming
that a claimed member of a political party that is seeking registration is on the Roll or
that the nominators of an independent candidate are supported by electors who are on the

Roll in the relevant state, territory or division.

Copies of currently applicable material are at Attachment A.

Section 91A(2A) only applies to Roll information that has been released under section
90B of the Electoral Act and not to information that has been the subject of public
inspection under section 90A.



3)

4)

5)

6)

Inspecting the Roll for the purpose of making an objection is one of the explicit purposes
for which the publicly available Roll can be used as this purpose directly relates to the
conduct of elections and referendums.

As noted at question 1b above, members of the media can access the publicly available
electoral Roll on the same basis, and the same purposes, as any other member of the
public. However, if a member of the media stated that the purpose of the access they
were seeking to access the Roll did not involve electoral purpose, then such a request
would be denied.

It is the AEC’s view that the role of the publicly available Roll is to provide integrity and
transparency to the conduct of elections and referendums. In addition as noted above,
there are other purposes directly related to the administration of the Electoral Act. There
is a separate regime for access to the Roll contained in section 90B of the Electoral Act
which is clearly subject to the restrictions and safeguards contained in sections 91A and
91B of the Electoral Act. The purposes to which the electoral Roll should be put is a
matter for the Parliament to determine, and may well be the subject of discussion at
future Joint Standing Committee’s on Electoral Matters.

As with Question 5, the media is treated no differently than any other member of the
public when accessing the Roll.









Managing public access to the Roll

The primary purpose of the collection of personal information that is included in the Roll is
for the conduct of elections and referendums.

Availability of the electoral roll for public inspection is legislated under section 90A of the
Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (CEA).

Public access to this information is defined for the purposes of checking an individual’s own
enrolment details or for objecting to the enrolment details of another person and does not
include the right to copy or record by electronic means the electoral roll or part of (section

90A(5)).

In an effort to raise the awareness of members of the public to the proper use of Public
Access Terminals (PATSs) this information is now included on the AEC website.
http://www.aec.gov.au/Enrolling to vote/About Electoral Roll/

Guidelines for staff on the management of public access to the roll and the sign to be
displayed near all PATs have also been updated and are available on the intranet.
http://intranet/rolimgt/policies-and-guidelines/managing-e-roll.html

Further development will include acceptance of ‘Terms and Conditions’ when a user is logging
onto a PAT.






























