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Ms Fleming: No, it is in the budget, and 1t is known as the Northem Australia

Sustainable Futures Program.
Senator JAN MACDONALD: So all of these projects come out of the—

Ms Fleming: It is a $6 million program over three years, and they are subparts of it. [

am happy to provide you with an update on each of those.

Senator IAN MACDONALD: Okay. You will get me an update on all of them, but
do I take it that work really has not started? [ see that it states, 'Partnership with the

CRC for Remote Economic Participation.' We spoke about that earlier.

Answer: An update of each of the elements of the Northern Australia Sustainable

Futures Program is at Attachment A



Northern Australia Sustainable Futures Program — Update — June 20 2011 Attachment A

|_ Pr =ct Descriptian and current status
N Austra imistenial Forumi e ¢ The Forum provides a focal point for strategic leader:  p and a collaborative framework for the
Forum) broad based development of northern Australia

¢ The first Forum meeting was held in Darwin on 13 December 2010. The next meeting (s to be held In
| Port Hedland on 28 July 2011.
! Standing Committee of Senior Officials « Jhe Standing Commitlee of Semor Officials supports the Forum by providing advice, coordinating

input to the Forum’s dellberations and actions decisions. The first meeting of the Standing
Commiltee was held nn 4 March 2011. The next meeting is to be held two weeks prier 1o Lhe fuly

Mintstoriat ©
N¢ hern Australlarr ndigenous Experts o T sle of t renous Experts Forum will be to support and advise the Northern Australia
Forum on Sustainable Development Ministerlal Forum, and to facllitate the engagement of Indigenous experts and leaders with
{Indigencus Experts Forum} Ministers and senior officials on policy issues relevant to the sustainable economic development of

northern Australia.

s The operational model for the Forum has been agreed and the Office of Northern Australia is lhaising
witli Indigencys orgamizations to establish the Indigenous Experts Forum.

Community Based Planning o Lhi mrojec wab-BOVEINMEent approaches 1o iMpreving Coun VOCIPBUOT
tani ind water plan-ing and development.

s The project <cope 1§ being finaliced This project 1s gue 10 commence in 21 )

Northern Australia Local Government and s This project will develop (nitiatives to address priority water chzienges facing communities across
yusehold Water Management Initiative northern Australla. The project is being coordinated by the Austrafian Centre of Excellence in Loca)
Government.

s The procct commenced in April 2021.



Northern Australia Data Develocpment

This project focuses on the development of data and metrics that better inform decision making and
improve the capacity to profile regions in northern and remote Australia.

This project commenced in March 2011.

Sustainable Development: building
markets in environmental and land
management services.

This project will develop a proof of cancept for establishing an economic market in environmental
and land management services in northern Australia. The project will also identify barriers to
participation for Indigenous communities in managing Australia’s environment and cultural heritage.

Tenders to deliver this project are currently being assessed.

Partnership with the Cooperative
Research Centre (CRC) for Remote
Economic Participation

A sponsorship contribution ($100,000) was made to the CRC and the Department has been accepted
as an Essential Participant.

Office of Northern Australia is actively participating in CRC activities.

A timetable for infrastructure investment
in northern Australia: regional
development priorities

This project will identify infrastructure priorities in northern Australia.

The project commenced in March 2011

Northern Australia Beef Industry Strategy

This study comprises three projects that will provide a thorough assessment of the contemporary
risks and opportunities facing the northern beef industry.

Project 1: Assessment of risks and opportunities

Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences commenced its assessment
in April 2011 for completion in December 2011.

Project 2: Building capacity and partnerships in the Indigenous pastoral industry
This project is being delivered by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.
Project 3: Mosaic agriculture in northern Australia

This project seeks test the sustainability and prospective of mosaic irrigation. The project aims to
provide a comprehensive and practical guide to the establishment of mosaic irrigation for the
northern Australian beef industry.

CSIRO commenced work on this project in April 2011 for completion in December 2013.






