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Question: 
What about a body like the Murray-Darling Basin Commission or whatever it is called today?  
 
Answer:  
The Murray-Darling Basin Commission was a joint venture between the Commonwealth and 
five State and Territory Governments that was wound up in December 2008. The financial 
statements of the commission were audited by the ANAO by agreement under s.20 of the 
Auditor-General Act.   
 
The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) is a Commonwealth body created in 
December 2008. It has assumed the majority of the responsibilities of the previous 
commission.  There are two joint ventures that hold the shared assets of the States and the 
Commonwealth.  These are the Living Murray Initiative Joint Venture (water entitlements) 
and the River Murray Operations Joint Venture (infrastructure).  The ANAO audits the 
financial statement of these joint ventures under s.20 of the Auditor-General Act at the 
request of the MDBA CEO. 
 
 


