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Question: Did the DMO and you have separate legal advice? Were you separately
represented?

Answer:

The Australian Public Service Commission (the Commission) and the Defence Materiel
Organisation (DMO) did not receive separate legal advice and were not separately
represented.

The Australian Government Solicitor (AGS) acted for all three respondents: Dr Stephen
Gumley, the delegate of the Secretary of the Department of Defence, who decided to
terminate the employment of Ms Wolfe; Ms Lynelle Briggs, the then Public Service
Commissioner who decided to issue a certificate under s 38 of the Public Service Act 1999 in
relation to the termination of Ms Wolfe's employment proposed by Dr Gumley; and the
Commonwealth of Australia, the employer of Ms Wolfe.

The Commonwealth was responsible for and had control of the defence of the proceedings on
behalf of the three respondents. The DMO was responsible for the Commonwealth's conduct
of the defence of the proceedings on behalf of Dr Gumley and the Commonwealth. The
Commission was responsible for the Commonwealth's defence of the proceedings on behalf
of Ms Briggs. It was agreed that DMO would have the lead role in carriage of the
proceedings.



