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By RICHARD BAKER
PHILIP DORLING
and NICK McKENZIE

PRIVATE records of a Chinese-
Australian  businesswoman
close 1o former defence minister
Joel Fitzgibbon indicate he
received substantial payments
as parl of a caunpaign to cultiv-
ate him as an agent of political
and business influence,

The confidential papers of
businesswoman Helen Liu con-
tradict claims last year by Mr
Fitzgibbon — and his [ather, for-
wer Labor MP Eric Fitsgibbon
— that they had no financial or
business relationship with Ms
L

Mr Fitzgibbon resigned from
Cabinet last June after it was
revealed his brother, NIB Health
Funds chief Mark Fitzgibbon,
had used his office 1o lobby for
defence health contracts.

The minister's political
standing had already been wea-
kened by his failure to disclose
that he had accepred two first-
class Mights to China bankrolled
by Ms Liu, a wealthy entrepren-
cur with high-level political and
milirary contacts in Beijing. He
was also renting his Canberra
residence from the Liu family.

The docwuments obtained by
The Age show Ms Liu recorded
her 1997-98 payvinent of 850,000
Chinese yuan — approximately

$150,000 at the then current val-
ucs — to Joel Fitzgibbon under
the heading “money  paid
inchuding expenses and gifis”™

The same document shows
Ms Liu recorded the establish-
ment of a joint venture with the
Fitzgibbon family, including ref-
erence (o “Eric (Firzgibbon) as
agent. Regular visits to China.
$3 million for start up”,

Inaletter to a senior Bank of
China executive, Ms Liu wrote
that Joel Firzgibbon would
become a cabiner ninister
when lederal Labor won power,
adding: “The money we pay hin
is worthwhile.”

The Age can also reveal that
the office of Deputy Prime Min-
ister Julia Gillard was told in
April last year by lawyers for a
former business associate of Ms
Liv that Mr Firzgibbon may
have had more extensive deal-
ings with the businesswoman
than acknowledged.

I response to the latest dis-
closures, Mr Fitzgibbon said he
had already declared all he was
required to about his relation-
ship with Ms Lin, who returned
1o China late last year where she
renmiains. Last night she would
1ot cotninent.

Mr Firzgibbon said: “I totally
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reject the suggestion that | have
received any money from Helen
Liu beyond campaign donations
which  were appropriately
declared as required.”

He would not comment on
his father’s dealings with Ms Liu.

Howcever, Eric Fitzgibbon —
who last year denied any com-
mercial ties to Ms Liu — has this
week disclosed that he has
waorked for the businesswoman
by helping sell apartments in
her property development in
Qingdao, in China’s Shandong
province.

The former MPE who does not
speak Chinese, said he was not
paid inncaslhy, but had his accomn-
modarion, travel and other
expenses covered.

Eric Fitzgibbon told The Age
this week: “They were building a
hotel, a major development in a
part of China. They asked meil 1
would lke to give them a hand
for the selling of the units. 1
appreciated the opporiunity.”

The 135 pages ol personal
and business records obtained
by The Age after @ 10-month
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Gillard's office told of more ‘dealings

By PHILIP DORLING
and NICK McKENZIE

THE office of Deputy Prime
Minister Julia Gillard was told
early last year that an associate
of Helen Liu had fresh informa-
tion detailing the Chinese
businesswoman's relationship
with Joel Fitzgibbon,

The claim that Mr Fitzgibbon
may have had more exiensive
dealings with Ms Liu than he
had acknowledged was passed
o 1o Ms Gillard's office around
April by Labor-linked law firm
Slater & Gordon, where Ms
Gillard was onee a pariner.

Al the time, Slater & Gordon
was acting for a past bhusiness
associate who clammed 1o have
intimate knowledge of Ms Liu's
allairs.

The information given 1o
Slater & Gordon included a a
photograph of Mr Fitzgibbon
drinking beer on a flight 1o
China.

The govermunent has twice
refused freedoni-of-information
applications o release any cor-

Julia Gillard:
Lawyers from
Slater &
Gordon
relayed
claims about
Joel
Fitzgibbon to
her office.
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respondence relating to deal-
mngs between Ms Gillard’s office
and Slater & Gordon on the
Filzgibbon issue.

However, Ms Gillard's office
has confirmed that it was con-
tacted by Slater & Gordon on
behall of a client of the law finn
but said the information it was
given was vague and uncorrol-
orated.

“Na specific allegation was
made and no supporting docu-
ments were supplied,” Ms Gil-
lard’s spokeswoman said.

“The Government nade
appropriate checks and, given
the lack of specific allegations or
supporting documnents, deter-
mined that no further action
was required.”

The businessman conveyed
the information to Slater &
Gordon via an intermediary,
who later clamed that the law
firm had advised that involve-
ment in political controversy
could jeopardise the business-

man’s deahings in NSW.

The law firm has declined 1o
discuss its dealings with the
businessiman.

Mr Fitzgibbon resigned as
defence minister on June 4,
nnmediately following a ineet-
ing with then cabinet secretary
Senator John Faulkner and the
Prime Minister's chiel of staff,
Alister Jordan.

Mr Rudd said the sole reason
for Mr Fitzgibboun's resignation
was a conflict of interest arising
from the lobbying activities of
his brother, N1B heath funds
chiel executive Mark  Tiiz-
gibban.

Shortly alter his resignation,
Joel Fitzgibbon told a local
newspaper that Mr Rudd had
“made it clear that there is a
pathway back 1o the cabinet”,
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Liu claims: Gillard ‘'unaware

By RICHARD BAKER,
PHILIP DORLING
and NICK McKENZIE

DEPUTY Prime Minister Julia
Gillard has claimed she knew
nothing about allegations of
undisclosed aspects ol fonner
defence minister Joel Titzgib-
bon's dealings with business-
woman [lelen Lin — despite the
[act her office has been haudling
media inquiries and freedom-of-
information requests about the
issue for cight months.

The Age yesterday revealed

that Ms Gillard's office was told
by Labor-affiliated law firm
Slater & Gordon in March last
year lhat a former business part-
ner of Ms Liu had substantial
new information  detailing
aspects ol Mr Fitzgibbon's
16-year association with Ms it

Mr Fitzgibbon's association
with the businessworman, a gen-
erous donor to his election cam-
paigns, sparked controversy after
he admined failing to declare to
Parliament two [irsi-class trips to
China paid for by her companies.

Private business records ol Ms

Liu obtained by The Age contain
references to substantial pay-
ments o Mr Fitzgibbon that

_appearnot to have been declared

by the MP,

Mr  Fitzgibbon vyesterday
denied in Parliament what he
called "outrageous” and “defam-
atory” allegations that he nught
have recetved about $150,000
[rom Ms Liu as part of a cam-
paign to cultivate him as a busi-
ness and political contaet.

“The matter is now in the

P> Continued PAGE 2
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Gillard ‘unaware’ of Fitzgibbon claims
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hands of my lawyers for inme-
diate action,” he said.

In Parliament yesterday Ms
Gillard conlirmed her office was
contacted by Slater & Gordon 10
months ago. “In late March last
year iy former chief of sraff was
contacted by a solicitor at Slater
& Gordon,” she said.

“No specilic allegations were
raised. A subsequent email was
sent containing a photograph of
Mr Fitzgibbon on a plane with
arn unnamed Chinese gentle-
man. No words or allegations
were contained in the cowil”

The Age can conflirm that
photograph showed Mr Lil
bon flying to China in L&
rhe company of Ms Liu's §
Lusiness partner, Humphre$

Ms Gillard said the govern-
ment had made “appropriate
checks” and given a “lack ol spe-
cific allegations and no support-
ing documentation determined
no further action was required”.

Responding o a question by
Deputy Opposition Leader Julie
Bishop, she said “the allegations
about [Mr Firzgibbon] were
news to me. The fivst thne | was

aware of them was when | read
the newspapers this morning.”
However, in response (o
inquiries by The Age, Ms Gil-
lard's office had first confirmed
the contact with Slater & Gor-
don as lony ago as May last year.
lu an email to Fairfax on Mayv
6, 2004, a spokeswoman for Ms
Gillard said her office had been
vontacted by Slater & Gordon 1o
advise that they were represent-
iy Mr Xu. “This contact was as a
courtesy as the Deputy Prime
Minister was acting Prime Minis-
ter at the time,” she said. Before
lering politics, Ms Gillard was

Z llﬂ barmer i Slater & Gordon,

2

Subsequently the govern-
1ent twice refused freedom-of-
information applications by The
Age 10 release any correspond-
ence relating to dealings
bertween Ms Gillard's office and
Slater & Gordon oun the Fizgib-
bon issue.

The Depariment of Bduca-
tion, Employment and Work-
place Relations has clauned the
records  of correspondence
Letween Ms Gillard's office and
the law finn did not constiture

S

an “official document ol a min-
ister” and were consequently
not covered by the FOL Act.

A business agsociare of Mr Xu
involved in dealing with Slater &
Gorden on his behall has said
the firm advised that involve-
ment in political controversy
could threaten his NSW prop-
erty dealings. Mr Xu and Ms Liu
were partners i companies that
had a Sydney property portfolio
worth $60 million until their
relanonship ended in 1996,

Berween 1993 and 1996, the
pair had established a [riend-
ship with Mr Fitzgibbon and his
father, ex-Labor MP Bric Fitzgib-
bon. One of their companies,
paid for the father and son 1o fly
first-class to China in 1993,

Slater & Gordon managing
direcror Andrew Grech rold The
Age Mr Xu requested the firm
contact Ms Gillard's office to
inform her staff he was “being
harassed by various people in
the Liberal Pariy” over his
kunowledge of Mr Fitzgibhonand
Ms Liu’s friendship.
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