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Dear Mrs. Burke, 107 March 2010

1 . - ;
was disturbed to read in the attached article that not only are Muslim men exploiting the

Sy 2 e Link do not s 11$ as their responsibility to brin
stem bul ]lai Centr ce this a i} 2Sp
ﬂClﬁCTICeS to the attention of the | 5 B these I]]egal

Can you please advise who i i
i ple o0 is responsible and what action is being take i
men to justice and answerable to the law. el Esingistanin belig Hinen

Yours faithfully

Men with multiple spouses
receive taxpayer handouts

You pay fo
extra wive

A GROWING num-
ber of Muslim men
and their multiple
wives are exploifing
aloophole to get tax-
payer handouts.

Centrelink has can-
firmed it has investigated
uyp to 20 cases of multiple
relationships, including
polygamy, in the past Lwo
yeats for payment
irregulurities.

1t has torced some fam-
ilies to pay money back

Polygamy 18 iliegal in
Australia, but d
Centrelink spokeswoman
said it was not the wel
fare agenvy'sjob to police
polygamy laws.

“Ii's not our concern i
they are o member of a
polygamist relationship.”
the spokeswoinan said.

“we look at whether
they are receiving the
correct rate of payment.
We treat each vouple in
dependgently.”

But  Islamme  Women's
weliare Councll of Victor
1a direetor Jownanan B
Matrah sald some men
were exploiting Australa

“If (polygamy) was @
minority but 1w's el ainly
a growing minority be-
cause Muslim men ré-
alised it was possible tu

Mark Dunn

get away Witk ib,” she said.
She 4 Musinn men
who Lopuk mare than one
wile and relied on
Centrelink payments Lo
surt, bhor families
W not toilowing
Islamie daw, which die-
pated they coud take
multiple wives anly it
they could atford
SWhat Lhiese men e

‘What these men
are doing is
exploiting Islam
and ... the system
in Australia’

~ JOUMANAILEL MATRAH

woare X
gLomn i Austira

port e the
womenR's  group fuund
Centrenni paynenl bad
eneouraged polyEany ina
small seetion of Lhe
siamic compumty.
sOpmmumby  workers
who have provided sup-
port Lo women whose

husbands nook another
wifo relimiously, said that
women biame the avail-
ability of Centrelink ben-
eIty ... sinee one or the
olirer wife will be claim-
mg it, relieving the hus-
Band of the responsibilily
of supporting Wwo (o
{es," Lhe report stated.

Centraiinle general
munagey  Hank  Jongen
admitied the agency was
muaking payments to peo-
plem multiple-coupie re-
lutionships.

“There's nothing pre-
venling them from heing
in more than one ‘Toem-
bep of a couple’ relation-
ship at a tuvne,” he said.

©'in these cascs,
Centrelink pays cach per-
gon Lhe relevant payment
al the partnered rate”

Some Muslim men
have married several
wives in their counyy of
arigin or at local mosques
they are nol recog-
nised under Australian
law by stute-based
Lirths, deaths and mar-
fage v psbiies.

Islamit Friendship As-
sociation  of Ausbraiia
president  Keysar Trad
smid he believed not
muny more than 50"
Musiim familes in Aus
tralia were polygurmist.






