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Senator Faulkner asked: I do not know who wrote the answer to the guestion on
notice. Whoever it is, I am not actually abusing them. But you would appreciate,
I am sure, Senator Minchin—because you are so careful in the words you use
yourself——that the words ‘no record of any invelvement’, which has now been
redefined to ‘no record of any role’ by the witness at the table, is still unclear. I
am trying to find out whether there was an awareness or record that the
department had in relation to the meeting—not the involvement of or a role for
Prime Minister and Cabinet, but an awareness or a record, which is a very
different question. Every time I ask this question, it is redefined in a different
way.

Dr Morauta—I think that can be taken on notice. It is a different question from
the one we answered. We accept that. We will take it on notice.

Answer:

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet has no record or awareness of any
meeting or discussion between the Prime Minister and Ambassador Thawley on the
subject of the US Senate Permanent Subcommitiee on Investigations inquiry into the
UN Oil-For-Food Programme.
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