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Senator Faulkner asked:

What about the tender process for Haystac? There must have been an original tender.
You might also provide information on that for the committee.

Answer:

A select tender was conducted for the provision of public relations services to the
AEC in 2003 including services for the 2004 election campaign.

Haystac was one of four agencies identified by the Government Communications Unit
as a possible choice for the provision of Public Relations services to the AEC. Each
of the four entities was invited to apply for the contract.

Haystac Public Affairs was the successful tenderer and was contracted to the AEC in
November 2003. Letters exercising an option to renew the contract for the period
2005-2007 were exchanged by both parties in 2005, and a variation was finalised by
both parties in June 2006 extending Haystac Public Affairs’ contract until 90 days
after the date of the next federal election.
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