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Question: 
Who made the decision to abolish the position of National Security Adviser? 
When was Dr McCarthy informed? 
On what date was the position abolished? 
Why was the abolition of the position not announced? 
Answer:  
Dr McCarthy’s position was not abolished, rather, her title was amended by the 
Secretary of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet shortly following the 
change of government. 
Her current title of Associate Secretary is in line with the simplification of 
departmental titles across government. Her role has not changed. 
Dr McCarthy frequently travels internationally with the Prime Minister and continues 
to provide national security advice. 


