Standing Committee on Finance and Public Administration -
ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE

Finance and Deregulation Portfolio
Department of Finance and Deregulation

Additional Estimates Hearing — February 2008

Question: F94
Qutcome 3, Qutput 3.1

Topic: Members of Parliament Staff - Ministeriai Staff Allocations,
Classifications and Home Bases

Written Question on Notice

Senator Ronaldson asked;

What is the number of Staff allocated to each Minister and their various
classifications as well as home bases? If a position is vacant — please indicate.

Answer:

Details are provided as at 1 February 2008 in the attached table. In relation to home
bases, a Minister’s personal staff may be based at the Minister’s Canberra office, or at
the Minister’s home capital city or electorate office. In order to preserve the privacy
of individuals, the attachment identifies only the number of non-standard home bases
approved in each Minister’s office.

Prior to 6 February 2008 non-standard home base requests were approved by the
Prime Minister. On 6 February 2008 the Prime Minister asked to the Special Minister
of State to take responsibility for handling requests for non-standard home bases for
Government staff on recommendation from the Government Statfing Committee and
for Opposition staff on request from the Leader of the Opposition.
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