Standing Committee on Finance and Public Administration
ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE

Finance and Deregulation Portfolio
Australian Electoral Commission

Additional Estimates Hearing — February 2008

Question: F78
Outcome 2, Gutput 2.1.1

Topic: Apparent multiple voters in the 2007 Federal Election
Hansard Page: F&PA 125

Senator Fifield asked:

For that figure of 20,500 {multiple votes for the 2007 election], are you currently in a
position to give a breakdown by state?  Okay. That would be great. | was going to
say that I would be happy just with my state of Victoria, but if you can do it for each
state and for each division as well that would be terrific.

Answer:

The breakdown of apparent multipte voter letters sent by state and division is
provided in the attached table.

Generally, a large number of apparent multiple voters are eliminated as a result of
matches with apparent non-voters, that is, where it is clear that the multiple mark
corresponds with an apparent non-voter. This is usually due to polling official error in
crossing the wrong name off the certified Hst.

So far, just over 17,000 responses have been received indicating no further action is
required on the basis of matches with apparent non-voters or official error, or due to
inconclusive evidence,

As processing of replies is still underway, the AEC is not able to provide any more
detailed information at this point.

Following the 2004 Federal Election, 64 cases of apparent muitiple voting were
referred to the AFP. While the AFP referred a number of cases to the Director of
Public Prosecutions, no cases of multiple voting were prosecuted.
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