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Topic: Contractor / Sub-contractor compliance with legal and ethical
procurement requirements

Written Question on Notice

Senator Stott Despoja asked:

What other policies and strategies does the Government have in place in relation to
Corporate Social Responsibility, especially in relation to compliance by all
contractors and sub-contractors involved in providing goods or services to the
Commonwealth with appropriate legal and ethical procurement requirements as ‘good
corporate cifizens™?

Answer:

The Financial Management and Accouniability Acr 1997 requires efficient, effective
and cthical use of Commonwealth resources. The Commomwealth Procurement
Guidelines set out procurement policy requirements for ethics.

Financial Management Guidance, Guidance on Ethics and Probity in Government
Procurement, provides detailed guidance for agencies on implementing ethics
requirements in procurement, including considerations in applying such requirements
to contractors. The Australian National Audit Office has also produced a Better
Practice Guide, Fairness and Transparency in Purchasing Decisions, Probity in
Australian Government Procurement, which provides a further resource for officials.

Contractors must also comply with those laws that apply community standards to the
market as a whole, such as the Corporations Act 2001, Crimes Act 1914 and Trade
Practices Act 1974,






