LIST OF DOCUMENTS RELEASED UNDER FREEDOM OF INFORMA‘TIO ‘

ACT 1982 ~ AUSTRALIANS FOR HONEST POLITICS TRUST

- 7 APR 2004

U

DOC
NO

DATE

DETAILS

DECISION

1

18/9/98

Letter AEC to T Abbott advising that, on
basis of report in Courier Mail 1/9/98, trust
fund may be associated entity and
requesting response if considers is
associated entity.

Release.

20/10/98

Original letter T Abbott to AEC explaining
purpose for establishment of Australians for
Politics Trust and providing reasons why he
believes Trust not associated entity.

Release,

10/6/99

Letter AEC to T Abbott MP advising him
that Australian for Honest Politics not
associated entity.

Release.

01/09/1998

Courier Mail article entitled Liberal MP
admits role in opposing One Nation

Release.

17/09/1998

Preliminary draft of letter to T Abbott re
potential disclosure obligations

Release.

17/09/1998

Copy of section 315 of the Electoral Act

Release.

18/09/1998

Letter from AEC to T Abbott MP re status
of trust.

Same as Document 1.

Release.

20/10/1998

Response by T Abbott to AEC’s letter of
18/09/98.

Same as Document 2.

Release.

20/10/1998

Fax from T Abbott to AEC

Release.

Copy of response by T Abbott to AEC’s
letter of 18/09/98.

Release.

Fax cover sheet from T Abbott to AEC

Release.

19/03/1999

Fax cover sheet from AEC to an external
person [rot obvious which organisation the
person represents| referring to a newspaper
article

Release.




18/09/1998

Unsigned copy of letter from AECto T
Abbott re status of trust

Release.

10

03/09/1998

Newspaper article from the Australian
03/09/1998 — page 4 entitled “Hanson
finally gets poll funds”

Release.

20/10/1998

A copy of response by T Abbott to AEC’s
letter of 18/05/98

Same as Document 2.

Release.

10/06/1999

Letter from AEC to T Abbott re status of
trust

Same as Document 3.

Release.

11

04/11/1998

Letter from T Sharples to T Abbott referring
to previous correspondence and meetings

Release.

12

11/07/1998

Hand written letter from T Abbotito T
Sharples re legal costs

Release.

13

Undated

Memo deciphering hand written letter from
T Abbott to T Sharples re legal costs

Release.

14

03/05/2001

Letter from AEC to T Abbott re status of
trust

Release.

15

21/05/2001

A letter from T Abbott to the AEC — trust
was wound up in July 2000

Release.

16

27/08/2003

FEmail to AEC forwarding copy of email
from DEWR to AEC on behalf of Special
Minister of State, requesting a copy of
AEC’s letter to T Abbott dated 20/10/1998.

Release.

17

27/08/2003

Letter from T Abbott’s office (signed by
Chief of Staff) seeking copy of AEC’s letter
to T Abbott dated 20/10/1998.

Release.

30/05/2003

AEC response to question asked by J
Faulkner at Senate Estimates Hearing

This document appears to be an attachment
to the brief in Ministerial Brief attaching
AEC letter to T Abbott dated 10 June 1999.

[this document incorrectly refers to page
F&PA 398 this should be F&PA549)

Release.




19 28/08/2003 | Ministerial Brief attaching AEC letter to T | Release,
Abbott dated 10 June 1999

20 26/08/2003 | Letter from J Faulkner to Electoral Release.
Commissioner regarding questions raised at
Senate Estimates Committee

21 28/08/2003 | Letter from Electoral Commissioner to J Release.
Faulkner.

22 26/08/2003 | Original of earlier faxed letter from J Release.
Faulkner to Electoral Commissioner

27/06/2002 | |

23 Returns for Glaxo Smith Kline from AEC Release.
website

24 dictionary definition of ‘benefit’ Release.

25 Courier Mail article page 2 on 24/04/2002 Release.
entitled ‘MP Abbott dobbed in Hanson,
court told’

26 The Age article page 9 on 24/04/2002 Release.
entitled ‘Detective denies political push’

27 Canberra Times article page 9 on Release.
24/04/2002 entitled ‘No pressure to probe
Hanson’

28 Townsville Bulletin article page 14 entitled | Release.
‘No interference — Detective denies political
pressure’

29 Queensland Times (Ipswich) article page 7 | Release.
entitled ‘Abbott tips oft Hanson check-up’

30 Cairns Post article page 11 entitled ‘No Release.
pressure for probe’

31 Hansard - Senate Finance and Public Release.
Administration Committee - 30/5/02 pages
397 and 398

32 Undated Copy of newspaper article by M Seccombe | Release.

(which paper and page not annotated)
entitled ‘Abbott set up slush fund to ruin
Hanson’




26/08/2003

Internal email regarding media enquiry in
relation to Senate Estimates Questions

Release,

Personal
information
deleted for
privacy
reasons.

34

26/08/2003

Internal email regarding media enquiry

Release,

Personal
information
deleted for
privacy
reasons.

35

26/08/2003

Internal email regarding possible Ministerial
Brief

Release.

Personal
information
deleted for
privacy
reasons.

36

26/08/2003

Internal email regarding media enquiry

Release.

37

26/08/2003

Internal email regarding media enquiry

Release.

Personal
information
deleted for
privacy
reasons.

38

26/08/2003

Internal email regarding media enquiry

Release,

Personal
information
deleted for
privacy
reasons.

39

26/08/2003

Copy internal email regarding media
enquiry

Release.

Personal
information
deleted for
privacy
reasons,




40 26/8/2003 Internal email to AEC Executive from Release.
Assistant Commissioner Information
Branch re media inquiry re role of T Abbott | Personal
MP in Hanson case information
deleted for
privacy
reasons.
41 26/08/2003 | Email R Prestt, DOFA to AEC asking if Release.
AEC responded to letter from T Abbott
20/10/98. Personal
information
Internal email regarding AEC response to deleted for
the letter from T Abbott dated 20/10/1998 privacy
reasons.
42 26/08/2003 | Email Dir PAMS to Exec/CO et al re AEC’s | Release.
letter to T Abbott 10/6/99 and issue of
whether Australian for Honest Politics Trust | Personal
might be associated entity. information
deleted for
Email Assistant Commissioner Information | privacy
Branch to AEC Exec et al re media inquiry. | reasons.
43 27/08/2003 | Intemal email to AEC Executive from Release.
Assistant Commissioner Information
Branch re media interview
44 01/09/2003 | Internal email attaching media alert from Release.
Media Monitors
45 03/09/2003 | Copy of article by M Kingston — attachment | Release.
to letter from J Faulkner replying to the
Electoral Commissioner’s letter of 26/8/03.
46 04/09/2003 | Letter from J Faulkner replying to the Release.
Electoral Commissioner’s letter of 26/8/03.
47 3/9/03 Facsimile member of public to T Morling Release.
explaining why she believes Australians for
Honest Politics Trust to be a related entity
of Liberal Party.
48 27/8/03 Internal email to AEC Exec re media Release.
inquiries.
Personal
information
deleted for
privacy

reasons.




49 15/9/03 Letter AEC to member of public providing | Release.
information in response to three questions
relating to associated entities.
50 1/9/03 Email A/C Info and Research to Exec/CO et | Release.
al re call from M Kingston, SMH re
Australians for Honest Politics issues
including Trust Deed, legal advice and basis
of 1999 decision.
51 2/9/03 Email Info to Exec et al re letter submitted | Release.
to Editor of SMH about Seccombe (30-
31/8) and Kingston (1/9) articles — In 1998,
AEC determined Australians for Honest
Politics Trust not associated entity.
52 8/9/03 Email Dir PAMS to Exec/CO et al re call Release.
from M Kingston - several issues about T
Abbott’s Australians for Honest Politics
Trust.
53 8/9/03 Email A/C Info and Research to Release.
Executive/CO et al re discussions with M
Kingston, SMH — summary from notes of Text not
exchange. relevant to
FOI request
deleted.
54 9/9/02 Email A/C Info and Research to Release.
Executive/CO et al re discussions with M
Kingston, SMH — summary from notes of Text not
exchange with additional note. relevant to
FOI request
deleted.
55 9/9/03 Email A/C Info and Research to Exec/CO et | Release.
al re further talk with M Kingston re when
AEC first wrote to T Abbott — 18/9/98
following Courier Mail article on 1/9/98.
56 27/8/03 Letter T Abbott to EC requesting copy of Release.
letter AEC to T Abbott (10/6/99) re
disclosure requirements of Australians for
Honest Politics Trust.
57 27/8/03 Facsimiles AEC to SMOS and T Abbott Release.

attaching requested copy of letter AECto T
Abbott dated 10/6/99.




58 27/8/03 Email A Sachs (J Faulkner) to A/g EC Release,
offering comments about establishment of
Australians for Honest Politics Trust.
59 18/09/2003 | Letter from Electoral Commissioner to Release.
A Murray responding to letter of 5/9/2003
regarding Australians for Honest Politics Text not
Trust and other matters. EC advises the relevant to
Senator that Trust is being reconsidered by | subject
the AEC. matter of
FOI request
deleted.
60 19/9/2003 Letter to Chairman, EC from member of Release.
public (including as attachment election
statistics from the AEC website) quoting Personal
media articles and seeking the legal criteria | infermation
the AEC used that the Australians for deleted for
Honest Politics Trust was not an associated | privacy
entity. reasons.
61 19/9/2003 Fax cover sheet to Chairman, EC from Release.
member of public forwarding documents
referred to above. Personal
information
deleted for
privacy
reasons.
62 24/9/2003 Letter to member of public from AEC Release.
responding to member of public’s letter to
the Chairman EC of 19/9/2003 advising that | Personal
the provisions of the Electoral Act are the information
legal criteria that AEC used in reaching its | deleted for
conclusion that the Australians for Honest privacy
Politics Trust was not an associated entity. reasons.
63 8/10/2003 SMOS Estimates Brief — Hot Issues to Release.
Senate Finance and Public Administration
Committee — February 2003 outlining Text not
background to issues relating to the relevant to
Australians for Honest Politics Trust and subject
whether disclosure obligations exist. matter of
FOI1 request

deleted.




64 19/11/2003 | Question Time Brief on the Australians for | Release.
Honest Politics Trust including status of
Trust. Text not
relevant to
subject
matter of
FOI request
deleted.
63 6/11/2003 Letter from P Dacey (Deputy Electoral Release.

Commissioner AEC) to B Mason the
Chairman of the Senate Standing
Committee on Finance and Public
Administration regarding questions taken on
notice by the AEC at the Estimates Hearing
on 4 November 2003.

Attachments (disclosure returns and letters
AEC sent to T Abbott in September 1998
and June 1999) not on file.

Please refer to AEC’s websiie
www.aec.gov.au for disclosure retums.

Copy of letters AEC sent to T Abbott in
September 1998 and June 1999 are first and
third documents listed.




Please quUOle

Contact Officer

Telephone

98/00788

West Block Offices
Farkes ACT 2800
Clwis Morris / Roger Wills - @ :
PO Box E201
Kingston ACT 2604
(02 6271 4509 /{02) 6271 4430 Telsphone (02) 8271 4411

Facsirhile (02) 6271 4556

The Hon. Tony Abbott MP
4-1G Sydney Road ’ -

* Manly NSW 2095

Dear Mr. Abbott

ANNUAL RETURN FOR AN ASSOCIATED ENTITY

An associated entity is a term interpreted by the Commonwenith Electoral Act 191 8 (the Act)
and used by the Australian Electoral Commission (the AEC) for an organisation which is
controlled wholly or mainly for the benefit of one or more political parties. This includes
organisations which are independent of, but primarity benefit, a party or parties.

A recent newspaper article {Courier Mail, 1 Sep_te:_nbe_,r 1998) reports that you have set up a
trust fund with Messrs J. Wheeldon and P. Coleman. On the basis of the press report, the
fand may be an associated entity. If this is the case, you are required under the

“Commonwealth Electoral Aet 1 918 (the Act) to lodge an associated entity return. The Act

ptovides penalties for failure to meet your disclosure obligations.

Please find enclosed a copy of the Funding and Disclosure Handbook for Associated Entities
anid an annual retur form. The deadline for lodgment of an associated entity annual return is
close of business 20 October 1998. If after having read the handbook you consider that the
trust fund does not fall within the ambit of an associated entity, please provide a written
response outlining your reasons for arriving at this decision. ' )

If you require further information regarding your disclosure responsibilities, please do not
hesitate to contact an officer of the Funding and Disclosure Section on one of the numbers

provided above. :

Yours sincerely o

Roger Wills ' .,
Funding and Disclosurs .

18/39/98




REC "SHOCTZ2Z an ST

PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA SUNTE 11
PACIFIZ POINT
4-10 SYDNEY ROAD
MANLY, N.5.W. 2085
TEL, (C2) 9877 6411
FAX. (02) 9977 8715

HOUWUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

TONY ABROTT, M.P.
FERERAL MEMBER FOR WARRINGAH

PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TG THE MINISTER FOR /?.f L/

EMELOYMENT, EDUCATION. TRAINING AND YOUTH AFFAIRS (/;::Ka"’l\' /%1
Q4 <+
October 20, 1998 1a] !

Roger Wills ?3} .
Australian Electoral Commission '

PO Box E201

Kingston ACT 2604

Dear Mr Wills,

The Australians for Honest Politics Trust was estabiished on August 24 1998, and.
therefore, cannot fall within any disclosure requirements for the 1997-98 year. In any
event, [ very strongly submit that the Trust is not an “associated entity” under the Act.

The object of the Trust is to support legal actions to test the extent to which political
entities comply with Australian law, [ have two fellow trustees: John Wheeldon, a
former Labor Minister, and Peter Coleman, a former NSW Liberal leader. Neither, as
far as I know, are currently members of a political party and neither would do the
bidding of a political party. ' ' R

So far, the Trust has raised nearly $100,000 - almost all of which is committed to
supporting the action brought by Mrs Barbara Hazelton in the Queensland Supreme
Court to test the validity of the Queensland registration of One Nation. Given the
unusual structure of the One Nation entity, there is an important public interest in this
action - which may not have been brought but for the Trust. I very much doubt
whether the framers of the Electoral Act would have wished to discourage those
seeking to test and strengthen the electoral law.

The Trust is not controlled by and does not operate for the benefit of any registered
political party. The Trust does not raise money for a political party nor hold assets for
the benefit of a political party nor take any part in election campaigns. If the Trust -
which is not linked with a political party and is not involved in election campaigns - is
required to file an “associated entity” return, other organisations such as frade union
and party-allied think tanks would also need to file returns. In my judgment, this
would amount to a change of policy in the guise of administration.

Before seeking donations to the trust [ spoke with one of Australia’s leading electoral
lawyers who assured me that the Trust would not be covered by disclosure provisions.
If, despite this letter and the attached Trust document, you still believe otherwise, 1
would appreciate your urgent advice,

Yours sincerety; /
Tony Abbott 7/ ~




AEC:

ey

Pease quote - 98/0128% Fadil4

Wast Block Offices

Parkes ACT 2600
Contast Officer Brzd Edgman

FO Box E201

Kingston ACT 2604
Telephone (02) 6271 4413 Telephone (02) 6271 4411

Facsimile (02) 6271 4556

The Hon. Tony Abbott, MP.
Suite 11

Pacific Point

4-10 Sydney Road

Manly NSW 2085

Dear Mr Abbott,

Thank vou for your letter of 20 October 1998, responding to our inguiry as to whether the
trust “Australians for Honest Politics™ may fail within the ambif of an associated entity. I
apologise if you have not received a response earlier.

*On the basis of the information provided, I am of the opinion that the trust does not constitute
an associated entity at this time and accordingly is not required to lodge & disclosure returm.

I take this opportunity to note that if the activities of the Trust alter, then it may constitute an
associated entity. This is a term interpreted by the Commonweaith Electaral Act 1918 and
used by the Australian Electoral Commission for an organisation that is controlled by, or
operates wholly or mainly for the benefit of, one or more political parties.

If I can be of any further assistance, please telephone me on 02 6271 4413,

Yours sincerely,

v,

Brad Edgmdn |
Director ./
Funding and Disciosure

10/G6/99
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Toesday, 01 September, 1998 Page:

I.|beral MP
admits role

in opf osin Q
One Nation

By SEAN PARNELL
- ahd MARK OBERHARDT

- FED iME> Ton
: ott last night acmitced
HEVIng achvely Faker funas
{0 Support two géparace legal
Me

. One Natioh

Labe yestergay, Brishane

Supreme CouriJustice Brian
Ambrose rejected an appli-
cation by falled One Nation
candidave Terry Sharples for
an injunction stopping the
peyment of $500,00¢ I sles-
toeral funds to One Nation,

Mr Shnarples hed claimed
One-MNation was not properly
registered ynder the Electoral
#at, but Justice Ambrose szid
it was sirongly arguable that
Mr Sharples's action was -
concaived,

Within 30 minutes of the
rejection of the application,
Cne Nation was back in court
fighting another injunctien
application by Pauline Hen-
son's former personal see-
refary Barbarza Hazelon,
who has soughl & judicial re-

view of the party registration.

The funds will not be re.
lemsed untll Jusiice Richard
Chesterman, who has ad-
‘Journed Mz Sharples's case
unsii tomerrow, degides on
tne Injunection.

Mr Apbott, former federal
Labor minister John Wheei-
don and former NBW Liperal
Party head Pater Colemsan
st wesk sel up & irust tw
fund M2 Heazelton's sction.

Mr Abboti alsc bas prom-
ised 10 nelp Mr Sharpies {ind
the funds to pay [or nis court
actitn. When asked where
the money tb help Mr Shar-
ples would come from, Mr Ab.
bott zaid “that's my busingss
and my business alone”, but
indicated it may come from
the teast,

Mr Abbott said he persone
ally paid the 3200 stamp duty

on the itrus. but there had

been no further personal con-
tributions from the frustees,
nor any donzticns from politi-
enl parties or indivigdual
politicians,

He would not identify the
people who had funded the
trust, bt sald their donations
nad besn “substantial”,

“I think I have & duty as a
member of parliament and as
a citizen to do everything I
realiy can to stop One Nation,”
he said. “If that means raising
mmoney to help peonle in court
cases designed to tests the
legrlity of One Mation's regis-
tration than go be it

Mr Abbott said the trust had
not mst witl: total approval
zmong his Libersl Party col-
Ileagues, some of whom fold
him to “pull my head in”,

Ms Hazalion had earlier
appeared before Justice Mar-
garet White, who adjourned
ner case unidl Friday when a
costs hearing is sei down for
Mz Sherples's sction.

Mr Sharpies had taken s
writ sgainst the HEiectoral
Commissioner, Des O’Shee,
and One Nafion to'siop the
party gefting $1.12 foreach of
the 438,600 votes it recefved in
the lzst state election.

3 r Bharplas and Ms Hazel-
ton boih said the idberal
Party was not funding their
separate aclons. ‘

Outside the couri, One Na-
tion state director Peter
James Beecusad the Liberal
Party of a “political ambush”
with Mz Hazelton's action.

Mz Hazelton sald cutside
cpurt she was taking her ac-
tion because she believed One
Nation was not a properly
repistered party. She said she
wanted toc see the $500,000 go
to the party's candidaiss and
not One Nation the party.

Mr Sharpies said he was an-
gry that his court action had
been hijacked by others but
vowed Lo appeal the decision,




WAECE

Ploass quois G8/00788
Wast Block Offices
Parkez ACT 2600
Contact Officer Chris Morris / Roger Wills
PO Box E201
Kingston ACT 2604
Telephons (02) 6271 4509/ {02) 6271 4430 : Telephone {02) 8271 4411
: Facsimiie {02) 8271 4556
To.  He—

//M'f Tony Abbott MP
4-10 Sydney Road
Manly NSW 2095

Dear Mr. Abbott . e
PN o
o e T
P - .y ”"%{" - . S
ANNUAL RETURN FOR AN ASSOCIATED ENTITY" Y

P 5
An associated entity is a term interpreted by,»tﬁg Commownwealth Electoral Act 1918 (the Act)
and used by the Australian Electoral Commission (the AEC) for an organisation which is
controlied wholly or mainly for t@@’ﬁéneﬁt of one or more political parties. This includes
organisations which are mdapiz}dént of, but primarily benefit, a party or parties.

s

;—'//\' hremrted e Sl et & frust fund thai 2] e setap with Messrs T,
v Wheeldon and P, Coiemaﬁ.émay be an associated entity. If this is the case, you are required
under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (the Act) 10 lodge an associated entity return.

Ve ’ The Act provides penalties for failure to meet your disclosure obligations.

_f Please find enclosed a copy of the Funding and Disclosure Handbook for Associated Entities
f and an anmual return form, The deadline for lodgment of an associated entity annual return is
close of business 20 October 1998. If after having read the handbook you consider that the
trust fund does mot fall within the ambit of an associated entity, please provide a written
response outlining your reasons for arriving at this decision. '

. If you require further information regarding your disclosure responsibilities, piease do not
N hesitate to contact an officer of the Funding and Disclosure Section on one of the numbers

.. provided above.

.,

“Yours sincerely s e

Roger Wills
Funding and Disclosure

17/09/88




- ‘315 Offences Page 1 of 2 @

315 Offences

(1) Where a person fails to furnish a return that the person is required o furnish under Division 4,
5 or 5A within the time required by this Part, the person is guilty of an offence punishable, upon
conviction, by a fine not exceeding: '

(&} m the case of a return required to be furnished by tﬁe agent of & political party or of 2 State
branch of a political party-$5,000; or

(b) in any other case-SSLGO(}_
(2) Where a persom

(2) furnishes a return that is incomplete, being a returm that the person is required to furnish under
Division 4, 5 or 5A; or

(b) fails to retain records in accordance with section 317;
the person is guilty of an offence punishable, upon conviction, by 2 fine not exceeding $1,000.

(3) Whers the agent of a political party or of a State branch of a political party fodges a claim
under Division 3, or furnishes a return that the agent is required to furnish under Division4, S or
5A, that contains particulars that are, to the knowledge of the agent, false or misleading in a
material particuiar, the agent is guilty of an offence punishable, upon conviction, by a fine not
exceeding $10,000. ) _
(4) Where a person (not being the agent of a political party or of a State branch of 2 polifical
party) lodges a claim under Division 3, or furnishes a return that the person is required to furnish
under Division 4 or 3, that contains particulars that are, to the knowledge of the person, false or
misleading in a material particular, the person is guilty of an offence punishable, vpon conviction,
by a fine not exceeding 85,000.

(5) Where 2 person is convicted of an offence against subsection (3) or {4), the court may, in
-addition to imposing a penalty under that subsection, order the person to refund to the
Comrnonwealth the amount of any payment wrongfully obtained by the person under Division 3.
(6 Where a court has made an order under subsection {3), a certificate signed by the appropriate
officer of the court specifying the amount ordered to be refunded and the person by whom the
amount is payable may be filed in 2 court having civil jurisdiction 1o the extent of that amount and
is.thereupon enforceable in all respects as a final judgment of that court.

(6A) A person shall not givé to another person, for the pui?ose of the making by that other person

of a claim under Division 3, information that is, to the knowledge of the first~mentioned person, .
false or misleading in & material particular.

httn://ascnet. aec. sav an/coi-hin/ceanncace nl 17/00/08% ‘




L 315 Offences | : Page 2 0f 2

Pengity: $1,000.
(7} A person shall not furnish to another person who is required to furnish a return under Division

4,5 or 5A information that relates to the return and that is, to the knowledge of the first-
mentioned person, false or misleading in a material particular.

Penalty: §1,000.
(8) Where:

{8) a person is required to furnish a rerurn under Division 4, 5 or 5A within a particﬁiar period;
and :

(b) the person fails to furnish the return within that period;

the following provisions of this subsection have effect:

(c) the obligation to furnish the return continues notwithstanding that that period has expired;
(d) where the person is convicted of an offence tﬁat is constituted by failure to furnish the return
within that period, that person is guilty of a separate and further offence in respect of each day
after the day of the conviction during which the failure to Turnish the retum continues; and

(e) the penalty applicable to each separate and further offence is a fine not exceeding $100.

(9) Charges against the same person for any number of offences under paragraph (8)(d) may be
joined in the same information or complaint. o oo

{10) If a person is convicted of more thé.ﬁ one offence under paragraph (8)(d), the court may
impose one penalty in respect of all offences of which the person is so convicted but that penalty
shall not exceed the sum of the maximurm penalties that could be impo/sed if a penalty were

imposed in respect of each offence separately. -

(11) A prosecution in respect of an offence against a provision of this section (being an offence
committed on or after the commencement of this subsection) may be started at atly time within 3.
vears after the offence was committed.

@z Previous Clause - Contents - Next Clause X

Show the Clause Number: E::
GERd e
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- SN RY :DEET 190-10-88 ; 19:41 TONY ABBOTT'S OFFICE- 61 6 62714536:% 2/ 8
PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALLS . SUTE Y1
HMOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES i*:ﬁ:!; BOINT -

MANLY, NS, 2085

TEL. (0F 9977 8411

FAX, U2y 837TT BTI1S

TONY ABBOTT. M.P.
CFEDERA|, MEMBER FOR WARRINGAR

PARLIAMEN PARY SECRETARY TT THF MINISBTEX IMOR
EMPLOYMENT, EDUSATION, TRAINING ANG YOUTH AFFARY

. October 20, 1998

Roger Wills

Australian Elsetoral Commission
PO Box E201

Kingston ACT 2604

Dear Mr Wills,

The Australians for Honest Poliics Trust was cstablished on August 24 1998, und,
therefore, cannot fall within any disclosure requirements for the 1997-98 year. In any
event, | very strongly submit that the Trust is not an “associated cotity” undc: the Act,

The object of the Trust is to support legal actions to test the extent to which political
entities comply with Australian law. | have two fellew trustees: Jobn Wheeldon, 2
former Labor Minister, and Peter Coloman, & former NSW Libcral leader. Neither, as
far as I know, are currently members of a political party and neither would do the
bidding of 2 political party. - ' )

So far, the Trust has reised nearly $100,000 - almost all of which is camnntzcd o

supporting the action brought by Mirs Barbars Ilazelton in the Quoensland Supreme
Court to test the validity of the Queensland registration ol One Nation, Given the
unusual soucture of the One Nation entity, there is an important public interest in this
action - which may not have been brought but {or the Trust. T very much doubt
whether the framers of the Tlectoral Act would have wished io discourage those
seeking to test and strengthen tho electorsl law.

The Trust is not controlled by and does not operate for the benelit of any registered
political party. The Trust does not raise money for a political patty nor hold assets for
the benefit of 1 political party nor take any part in elestion campaigns. If the Trust -
which is oot linked with a political party and is not involved in olection campaigns - is
raquired to file an “associated entity™ return, other organisations such as wade union
and parly-aliied think tanks would also necd to fils returns. fn my judgment, thm
would amount to & chunge of policy in the guise of administration.

Befors secking donations to the trust | spoke with one of Australia’s leading clecioral
lawyers who assured me that the Trust would not be coverced by disclosure provisions.
Tf, despite this letter and the attached Trust document, you still believe 0Lherw1sc,
would appreciaic your urgent advice:

Yours sineercty; / %
Tony Abbott oy S
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~ Australian Eiec_tora Commiss

West Block Offices
Parikes ACT 2600

PO Box E201
Kingston ACT 2804

Me S S a e Taiephone (02) 62714477
Facsimie (D2} 6271 4586

Message to: | |Message from: Date sent:  19/03/99
Roger Wills Our
Compliance Investigator reference:
Funding & Disclosure
AEC
Phone: Phone 02-6271 4430 Priority:
Fax: Fax:  02-6271 4353 No. of pages: ]
Message:

Press Article Regarding Trust Fund Established By Mr Abbott

Further to our telephone conversation this morning with the press article regarding the trust fund |
established by Messrs T. Abbott, I. Whesldon and P. Coleman appeared in the Courier Mailon 1
September 1998 and the Australian on 3 September 1996.

A copy of the later is following as requested.
Have a good weekend.

Roger

19 March 1999




Plaase gudie

Contact Officer

Telephone

FAECA

9800788

Weat Biock Cffices
Parkes ACT 2600

Chris Morris / Roger Wills
PO Box E201

Kingston ACT 2604

Tatephone (02} 6271 4411
Feosimile (02} 6271 4556

(D2) 6271 456G /{02 6271 4430

The Hon. Tony Abbott MP
4-10 Sydney Road
Manly NSW 2095

Dyear Mr, Abbott

ANNUAL RETURN FOR AN ASSOCIATED ENTITY

An associated entity is a term interpreted by the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (the Act)
and used by the Australian Electoral Commission (the AEC) for an organisation which is
controlled whelly or mainly for the benefit of one or more political parties. This includes
organisations which are independent of, but primarily benefit, a party or parties.

A recent newspaper article (Courier Mail, 1 September 1998} reports that you have set up a
trust fund with Messrs . Wheeldon and P. Coleman. On the basis of the press report, the
fund may be an associated entity. If this is the case, you are required under the
Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (the Act) to lodge an associated entity return. The Act
provides penalties for failure to meet your disclosure obligations.

Please find enclosed a copy of the Funding and Disclosure Handbook for Associated Entities
and an annual return form. The deadline for lodgment of an associated entity annual return is
close of business 20 October 1998, If after having read the handbook you consider that the
trust fund does not fall within the ambit of an associated entity, please provide a written
response outlining vour reasons for arriving at this decision.

If you require further information regarding your disclosure responsibilities, please do not
hesitate to contact an officer of the Funding and Disclosure Section on one of the numbers
provided above,

Yours sincerely

Roger Wills
Funding and Disclosure

18/09/98
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Hanson finally
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gets poll

CHRESTD?HER NIESCHE

ONE Nation gained 2 boost
yesterday when it received &
3500000 chegue after a
Queensiand Supreme Court
Judge refused to withhold its
electoral funding any longer.

While refusing to extend a
two-month:  freeze on  the
money, Justice Richard Ches-
terman sald One Nation msy
have a case to answer: that it
had fraudulently registered
with the Queensiand Plectoral
Qommission as a political
party.

Party leader Pauline Han.
son's former secretary Bar-
bara Hazelton has asked the
court  to  deregister One
Nation. alleging the parfy sub-
mitted the names of 530 mem-
pers of the Pauline Hanson
Support Movement, rather
than the political party, to the
comrnission.

A sirnfiar attempt by former
One MNation candidate Terry
Sharples and former party
ireasurer Ted Brigegs (who
joined the action yesterday) is
procesding  concurrently in
the Bupreme Court,

Justice Chesterman ruled
Mz Hazelton would not be
inconvenienced {f the monay
was paid to One Natlon, but
candidaies who were out of
pocket from standing in the
Queensiand election would,

He sald the Electoral Com-
mission could sus Ms Hanson
and party officer Peter Jarnes
for the return of the money if
tne court found One Nation
wag not entitled 1o i,

Wher  asked  vesterday
whether the money wouid go to

funds
ke

j

the candidates or One Nation,
Ms Hanson replied: “We had-

an asgreement right from theé
very beginning with our candi.

‘detes and I stand by thas" !

Mr James ssid “the majort
ity” of the money would go to
State election candidgates,
whils the rest would be used to
cOvVer campaign hesdquarters
costs. “None of the money will
be used in the federal cam
paign,” he said,

However, Mr James, who
toid the court in an affidavit
that sorpe of the candidates
had suffered financially frorp
the delay in payment, refused
to say when they would receive
their money.

Ms Hazelton. whose legal
action was funded by 3 trust
established by Liberal MP,
Tony Abbott, was doubtful
that the money would be
repald,

It Is understood Aunstralians
for Honest Politics — the trust
estaiblished by Mr Abbott with
former MPs Peter Coleman
and John Wheeldon — has
about $100.00¢, with donations
of up to $20,000 received from
individoa! oitizens,

Mr Abbott said yesterday he
was disappointed One Nation.
nad received the money, but
was “pleased that Jusuce{
Chesterman hzs conciuded’
that there's an arpuable casa
against One Nation,

“Qne Nation would be tool
ish to spend the 3500008,
because if may soon have bo
pay back the money,”

Mz Hazelton's application m
deregister One Nation retums
to court tomarrow.

straliar.- Electoral Commission jJf4) EC
Helping you have your say.
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"bexv are many a5pects To my story on One Nation, but time and space dictate brevity.

. You might recall, that starting line of my fazﬂmdﬂoycu on.ihe i June 1998
() =fer you telophoned my home seversl times asking for my help. You might siso
recall your subsequent telsphone call to ms hmr that night 10 nongrpmiate me on My
courage ang mﬂmgncss to.sct i} ‘ o
" You m{ght re.cali‘ "our Teeting &t . . with : an'd on
7th Fuly 1958, where you wndertook o back $20,000.00 iato an eeogunt 30 cover the
fegal expemsas my. Snpreme Court challenge.
‘You might recsll our beeakfast mesting at the Sherston Hoe! 13th July 1998, whenl
- askad you 8l and hsve witoesyed tmde'r se.sl wur Deed of “Gmng_" dated July

Amached is e kst af méneys T heve expended on the case and your ‘&mom} cheque by
return msil is requaszsd in satisfaction thetzof,

The attached Hs: is only my first olaim pursuant 1o the “Guarmusa". 1 enclosz & ietter

. received fom Watidns Stokes Templeton and further cltims will faliow asso6n asl
< am abls fo do so.

For the record, 1y 5o good calling psople mats this and mate thet - md thea. leave them
for dead. : ;
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Text of Tony Abbotts letter to Terry Sharples:
Abbott’s writing is so bad it needs to be deciphered.

32 Lady Davidson Cic.
Forestvilie 2037.
" July 11" 1998,

To : Terry Sharpies. ’

Dear Terry,

-

Congratulations on your decision to challenge One Nation’s registration. I appreciate

the courage it took.

As vou know, there are others taking a risk and putting themselves on the line to try to
stop the Oldfield/Ettridge juggernaut.

Vou have my personal guarantee that you will not be further out of pocket as a result
of this action, '

Signed by Tony Abbott.
And wimessed by AR

This letter was discovered by our lawyers when all documents were discovered for the
recent Brisbane court case against Sharples.

The above letter clearly makes a liar out of Tony Abbott who emphatically told
viewers of the ABC 4 Corners programme that he had not entered into any
arrangement to provide support for Sharples. Note that the date of this letter is two
days before the Queensland State election. The second letter from Sharples to Abbott
dared November 4", 1998 suggests that Sharples was getting irritated with Abbott.



AECE

Reference: 2000/00244-Facd1492

Contact Officer:  Teena-Maree Hannett Wast Block Offices

Telephona: {02) 6271 4451 Parkes ACT 2500

Facsimile: 02) 6271 4555 :

] o PQ Box E201
Kingston ACT 2604

Telephone (02} 8271 4411
Facsimmile {02} 6271 4556

Mr Tony Abbott, MP WWW.aec.gov.au
Federal Member for Warringah ABN 21 133 285 851
Suite 11, Pacific Point

4-10 Sydney Road

MANLY NSW 2095

Dear Mr Abbott

I refer to previous correspondence regarding the Australians for Honest Politics
Trust established in August 1988,

As you know, the Australian Electoral Commission {AEC) has been investigating
whether the trust is an associated entity under the provisions of the
Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918.

The AEC accepts your advice that the trust is not controlled by or operating on
behalf of any registered political party. However please note that it may be
necessary for the AEC to contact you for clarification on this matter if additional
queries are raised in the future which necessitate further investigation.

Thank you for the assistance you have provided in this matter.

Shouid you have any further questions please contact me on {02) 6271 4491 or
email: teena-maree.hannett@aec.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

C%/}/ ] r}‘!/ﬁwﬁg}_

Teena-Maree Hannett
Assistant Director
Funding and Disclosure

3 May 2001




-_a_i’ ! AUE t!i"
Tony Abbott Mz

rederal Member for Warringah
Minister for Employment, Workplace Relations and Smali Business

21 May 2001

Ms T Hannet

Funding and Disclosure Branch -
Austraiian Electoral Commission
PO Box E201

KINGSTON ACT 2604

Dear Ms Hannet,
Thank you for your recent letter about the Australians for Honest Politics Trust. I can advise you
that the trust was wound up in July last year. All money in the trust account has heen dispersed
and the trust has no further function.

s Si,xf}cerely,

/)

—
Tony Abbott

Level 2 - 17 Sydney Road - Manly NSW 2085
Telephong: 032 9977 6411 - Facsimiler 02 8977 8715 - Fmail: fonv. abhott mo@anh anv a1t



Subject: FW: request for letter

--Qriginal Message-----

From: CRANSTON Murray [mailto:Murray. CRANSTON @ dewr.gov.au]

Sent: Wednesday, 27 August 2003 5:40 AM

To: karen.holas@asc.gov.au
Cc: Prestt, Renee
Subject: re: request for jefter

Karen

Renee n Senator Abetz's office has asked me to email you a request for a letter that Tony Abbott

sent to Mr Roger Wills from tha AEC on October 20, 1998 and theAEC sreply.

I know you are currently going through your archives at the moment, but do you mind calling me on
6277 7320as soon as you have iccated this correspondence so that | can arrange for you to fax it

over to us. Thanks very much.

Murray Cranston

|

|

Finance Austraiian Business
Number (ABN):

I 61970 632 495

i
1
I

Finance Web Site:

| www finance.gov.au

IMPORTANT:

This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain

confidential or legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient,

you are notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us
immediately by telephone on 61-2-6215-2222 and delete all copies of this

transmission together with any attachments.

©
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THE HON TONY ABBOTT MP
|
MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT AND WORKPLACE RELATIONS
Leuader of the House of Representatives
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Public Service

PARLIAMENT HOUSE
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Electoral Commissioner
West Block Offices ; SNEADS
PARKES ACT 2600 . ?ﬁﬁ@ 3@3‘7&:

Mr Andy Becker Q\:&g Cﬁwi@iﬁ: Qr ‘:’t\dx \ ,,arc—(éw
| &M A

Facsimile No, 6271 4554
Dear Mr Becker,

I am writing to request a copy of the Australian Eiectoral Commission’s response to a letter |
wrote to a Mr Roger Wills on October 20, 1998, The letter was in relation to the disclosure
requirements of the Australians tor Honest Politics Trust. E

1 wouid appreciate a response to this request urgenily and can be contacted on 02 6277 7320
should there be uny difficulties. f

Yours sincerely,

Sl (5 Ol

TONY ABBOTT

DPREORDIVED TLepnn anis ). g ; BRIWM PIMEND RIS 44 BF




Senate Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Finance and Administration Poertfolio
Department of Finance and Administration

Budget Estimates 2002-2003 - 29 & 30 May 2002

Question: F70

Outcome 2, Output 2.3

Topic: 305B(2) of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918
Hansard Page: F&PA 398

Senator Faulkner asked:

But I would have thought the provisions of the act here were clear. Anyway, [ will
be interested in your response, and no doubt we will have an opportunity to look at
that at a later stage. Would you care to take that issue in the broad on notice and come

back to the commitiee?

Answer:

As Senator Faulkner indicated at the Committee hearing, this is a matter on which the
AEC would like to give a considered response. In considering the issue so far, the
AEC feels that it would be worthwhile seeking formal legal advice on the matter. The
AEC is, therefore, not in a position to respond to this question at this time but will do
S0 as soon as possible.
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AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION

Minute

MINISTER

MEDIA REPORTS RELATING TO ‘AUSTRALIANS FOR HONEST POLITICS’, THE HON MR
TONY ABBOTT AND POSSIBLE DISCLOSURE OBLIGATIONS

Attached is a brief relating to “Media reports relating to ‘Australians for Honest Politics’, The Hon Mr
Tony Abbott and possible disclosure obligations™ as requested.

7,

Paul Dace
Acting Electoral Commissioner

DZ 5 August 2003

-




AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION @

MINISTERIAL BRIEFING
SPECIAL MINISTER OF STATE 28 August 2003
Subject Purpose Urgency
Media reports relating to For information Urgent

‘Australians for Honest Politics’,
The Hon Mr Tony Abbott and
possible disclosure obligations

Recommendation:
that you note the contents of this Brief.
Key Points:

» There has recently been a range of media articles focussing on the trust fund
*Australians for Honest Politics™ established to fund legal actions against Pauline
Hanson’s One Nation party. One of the trustees of the fund, The Hon Mr Tony Abbott
has been at the centre of much of the media publicity.

e The media publicity has raised a number of questions including whether there may be
disclosure obligations by Mr Abbott, the Trust and/or donors to the Trust.

» The AEC has been requested by your office and Mr Abbott’s office to supply copies of
the correspondence between Mr Abbott and the AEC in relation to the issue of whether
the ‘Australians for Honest Politics’ constitutes an associated entity.,

* On 27 August 2003, the AEC faxed a copy of its letter of 10 June 1999 to Mr Abbott
to your office. Refer Attachment A

Background:

On 27 August 2003 vour adviser, Ms Renee Prestt requested a brief on this matter.
A brief chronology of events foliows:

On Tuesday 1 September 1998, an article in the Brisbane Courier Mail stated “Federal
Liberal MP Tony Abbott had admitted having actively raised funds to support two
separate legal attempts to shut down the One Nation party. The article also stated that a
trust had been set up to accept donations for this purpose.

As aresult of this article, the AEC wrote to The Hon Mr Tony Abbott on 18 September
1998 advising him that the trust may fall within the scope of the associated entity




G

provisions of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (CEA) and that relevant disclosure
requirements may apply. Further, that if he considered that the frust was not an
associated entity that he should provide a written response outlining the reasons for his
point of view.

On 20 October 1998, Mr Abbott responded to the AEC providing information about the
trust and stating that he did not consider that the trust was an associated entity and that it
should not be covered by the disclosure provisions of the CEA.

On 10 June 1999, the AEC responded to Mr Abbott advising him that “on the basis of the
information provided the trust did not constitute an associated entity at this time and

accordingly is not required to lodge a disclosure return.” A further letter to this effect was
also sent to Mr Abbott on 3 May 2001.

In a Senate Estimates hearing on 30 May 2002, Senator Faulkner raised the question as to
whether The Hon, Tony Abbott MP’s assistance to Mr Terry Sharples and others in their
case against Pauline Hanson’s One Nation amounted to a giff under the terms of the
CEA.

On 8 July 2002, the AEC provided an interim response to this question stating it was not
in a position to respond as it was seeking legal advice. The AEC has not yet provided a

“final reply to the Question on Notice asked by Senator Faulkner as its enquiries to date
had been inconclusive.

The AEC is considering a range of recent additional material and information from a
number of sources which will require further consideration of whether the trust
‘Australians for Honest Politics’ constitutes an associated entity under the CEA
provisions and also, whether there are any other disclosure responsibilities for other
persons or organisations.

Under section 305B of the CEA (Donations to political parties) if a person makes gifts
totalling $1,500 or more to the same registered political party (or a state Branch of a
registered political party), the person must furnish a return to the Electoral Commission
covering all the gifts that the person made to that political party or branch during the
financial year.

Also, if a person makes a gift to any person or body with the intention of benefitinga
particular registered political party or State branch of a registered political party, the
person is taken for the purposes of subsection (1) to have made that gift directly to that
registered political party or branch.

For each gift, the return must set out the amount of the gift, the date on which it was
made, and the name and address of the registered political party or branch.




&

The terms ‘gift’ and ‘disposition of property” are defined in section 287 of the CEA as:

The term gift means any disposition of property made by a person to another person,
otherwise than by will, being a disposition made without consideration in money or
money’s worth or with inadequate consideration, and includes the provision of a
service (other than volunteer labour) for no consideration or for inadequate
consideration. -

Disposition of property means (in part) conveyance, transfer, assignment, settlement,
delivery, payment or other alienation of property.

Paul Dacey
Acting Electoral Commissioner




Subject: Media reports relating to “Australians for Honest Politics’, The Hon Mr
Tony Abbott and possible disclosure obligations

Noted /o
Eric Abetz
Minister’s Office Only
Retected | Timely | Too long Quality
Yes/No Yes/No | Rightlength Poor 1 2 3 4 35 Excellent
0 Too brief COMINENLS. ..o et e re e ae e eeeeaa e e
Contact Officer: Kathy Mitchell Telephone: 02 6271 4480
Section: Funding & Disclosure Branch: Elections

Business Unit: AEC Reference: Fad 2180
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Comact Oificer Brad Edgman

Telaphons (02) 627) 4413

The Hon. Tony Abbott, MP.
Suite 11

Pacific Point

4.10 Svdney Road

Manly NSW 2005

Dear Mr Abbott,

FAEC 58

Wast Block Offices
Parkas ACT 2800

PO Box E201 .
Kingston ACT 2604

Telephone (02} 8271 4417
Facslmiles  (D2) 8271 4558

Thank you for your letter of 20 October 1998, responding to our inguity a5 to whether the
trust “Austrelians for Honest Politics” may fall within the ambit of an associated entity, I

apologise if vou have not received 2 response earlier,

‘On the basis of the information provided, I am of the epinion that the trust does not constifuie
an associated eptity at this time and accordingly is not reguired to lodge a disclosure return.

I take this opportunity to note that if the activities of the Trust aiter, then if may constitute an
associated entity. This is a term interpreted by the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 and
ed by the Australian Electoral Commission for an organisation that is controlied by, or

operates wholly or mainly for the benefit of, one or mors political parties.

1T can be of any further assistance, please telephone me on 02 6271 4413,

Yours sincerely,

I/

Brad Edgm%/f/ | | |

Director
Funding and Disclosure

- 10/06/9%
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Senator John Faulkner

Leader of the Opposition in the Senate
Shadow Special Minister of State and Shadow Minister for Home Affairs

Mr Andy Becker

Electoral Commissioner
Australian Electoral Commission
PO Box E201

KINGSTON ACT 2604

Dear Mr Becker

1 refer to the Senate Finance and Public Administration Committee Estimates hearing
on 30 May 2002 when I raised the question of whether The Hon. Tony Abbott MP's
assistance to Mr Terry Sharples and others in their case ageainst Pauline Hanson’s One
Nation amounted to 2 gift under the terms of the Commonweaith Electoral Act 1918.

At that time, the AEC took the issue on notice. On § July 2002 the AEC provided an
answer that it was ‘
“seeking formal legal advice on the matter. The AEC is, therefore, notina
position to respond to this question at this time but will do so as soon as possible,”

To date we have not received any further response from the AEC.

Since Mr Abbott’s assistance to Mr Sharples was raised at Senate Estimates, some
further information has come to light. [ draw your attention to the following:

« The view of the Queensland Supreme Court in its judgment in Sharples v
O'Shea on 19 August 1999 that:

“One might readily infer that Mr Abbott was as much motivated by party
political considerations relating to the next Federal election as he was in
the Queensiand Electoral Commission inquiring into assertions of
misrepresentation and fraud "because of the public interest in the matter”.

s Allegations aired on the ABC TV program Lateline ou Friday 21 August 2003
that Mr Abbott:

- Stated in & written agreement dated 11 July 1998, between himself and
Mr Sharples, that Sharples had his “personal guarantee that you wiil
not be further out of pocket™. Mr Abbott has acknowledged publicly
that he signed such a guarantee,

- Promised general assistance to Mr Sharples in the case; and

- Helped Mr Sharples iocate a lawyer (Brisbane barrister Paul
Everingham]j to bring his legal action. ~

Pariiament House « Canberra ACT 2600 « Telephone {02) 6277 3233 « Facsimile {07) 6277 3415




¢ Mr Sherples’ claim on Channel Seven on Monday 25 August 2003 that Mr
Abbott promised to bankroll his case against Pauline Hanson's One Nation
and that “it was only after Abbott offered the $20,000 into the trust account
that ] agreed to enter into the Supreme Court action”.

e Maedia reports yesterday and today that Mr Abbott offered Pauline Hanson's
One Nation dissidents financial support and arranged for the former
Queensland Liberal Party President Paul Everingham to act for them free of
charge.

+ Today’s reporst in the Sydney Morning Herald that Mr Abbott:

- Raised nearly $100,000 to assist in the prosecution of Ms Pauline
Hanson;

- Set up =z trust fund entitled “Australians for Honest Politics” from
donations he himself solicited;

- Acknowledged “Anstralians for Honest Politics” had assets “close to
$100,000™ and was controlled by himself and two other trustees;

- Organised a separate “donor’” to support legal action by Mr Sharples;

- On at least two occasions organised legal representatives to act for Mr
Sharples; and

- Instructed his own lawyers to “offer Mr Sharples §10,000 of his own
money”,

As you would appreciate, under the Act “gifis” do not have to be from or fo political
parties to require their full disclosure to the AEC. Under Section 305B(2) of the Act,
a person who makes a gift to another person “with the intention of benefiting a
particular registered party™ has disclosure obligations.

Also, direct financial assistance and & guarantee to indemnify for legal costs both
amount to the “disposition of property” under the Act.

From the material on the public record to date, Mr Abbott and the trust fund
“Australians for Honest Politics” clearly had a strong connection to the initiation of
legal proceedings against Pauline Hanson’s One Nation. It is also clear their support
included financial assistance and personal guarantees to Mr Sharples and possibly
others.

It would be reasonable for the AEC to conclude that the intention of Mr Abbott and
others in giving such assistance to Mr Sharples and others was, on balance, to benefit
the Liberal Party in the 1998 election and beyond by neutralising another political
party, namely Pauline Hanson's One Nation. In fact, the name of the conduit for the
funds raised by Mr Abbott, Australians for Honest Politics, does imply a political
motive. ’

Mr Abboit and others associated with the trust fund “Australians for Honest
Politics” may well have disclosure obligations under the Act in relation to this matter
which, to date, do not appear to have been fulfilled.

I would appreciate the AEC notifying me as soon as possible whether any legal advice
has been has been received on these matters - including the matters raised in 2002
Senate Estimates hearings.




Further, [ would request the AEC inform me if it has any plans to investigate any of
the following matters:

l (1) Whether the transactions between Mr Abbot, the trust fund entitled
t 1  “Australians for Honest Politics” and Mr Sharples amount to gifts that need 1o
| be fully disclosed;

(2) 'Who donated money to the trust fund “Australisns for Honest Polities”, who
\ controlled the trust fund, how donations to it were acquitted and what the
\ purpose of the trust fund was; and

(3) Whether the trust fund “Australians for Honest Politics™ has operated for the
benefit of the Liberal Party and, in fact, whether it is an Associated Entity of the
| Liberal Party. |

In view of the extensive period of time since your office undertook to provide answers
to my carlier questions, ] would appreciate your early response to this letter.

Yours sincerely

JOHN FAULKNER
26 August 2003
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) “West Bioci_c_'o.fﬁ_ces
Contact Officer K Mitchett : F’laFkEBs ACT 2800
' PC Box E201
Phons 02 6271 4413 : . ' :
Fax 02 B2 4555 ) ngﬁtﬂn ACT 2B04
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Senator John Faulkner

- Leader of the Opposition in the Senate
Shadow Special Minister of State and Shadow Minister for Home Affazrs
Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600 | F AXE

Dear Senator

I refer to vour letter of 26 August 2003 to the Electoral Commissioner conecerning
financial and other assistance allegedly provided by The Hon Mr Tony Abbott to Mr
Sharples in relation to a court case. Your advisor, Mr Sachs also sent an e-mail on 27
August 2003 providing-additional information on this matter.

In your letfer you mention that the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) ook a
guestion on notice from you regarding this matter at the May 2002 Senate Estimates
hearings. The AEC’s interim response to this question was that it would be
worthwhile seeking formal legal advice on the matter. You note that you have not
received any further response from the ARC. Legal advice was obtained, however,
information svailable to the AEC to date has been inconclusive and the AEC has not
been in a position to provide a final response to your question. Please be assured that
this matter is still under active consideration and the ABC will provide a response on
this matter as soon as it is in a position to do so.

Also in your letter, you ask the following questions:

I. whether the fransactions between Mr Abbott, the trust fund entitled
“Austraiians for Honest Politics™ and Mr Sharples amount to gifts that need to
be fully disclosed;
who donsted money to the tmst fund “Australians for Honest Politics”, who
conirois the trust fund, how donations to it were acquitted and what the
purpose of the trust fund was; and
3. whether the trust fund “Austrahan for Honest P011tics” has operated for the

benefit of the Liberal Party and, in fact, whether it is an associated entity of thc

Liberal Party.

b

The AEC wrote to Mr Abbott on 10 June 1999 advising that it was of the opinion that
“Australians for Honest Politics” was not an associated entity at that time based on the
information available to the AEC. However, the AEC has a policy of considering
issues that are raised in public fora, including the media and this may include re-
consideration of issues that it has previously determined. The AEC is in the process
of considering the information that has recently become available on this matter and,
if it is determined that “Australians for Honest Politics” is an associated entity, will




seek to obtain relevant financial disclosure returns. If such returns are received, the
AEC will make them available on the its website for public inspection. Please note
however, that the AEC is not in 2 position to provide information in relation to
matters which are not requxred to be included in 2 financial disclosure return.

Thank you for bringing to the AEC’s attention the reports inciuded in your letter and
Mr Sachs’ subsequent e-mail. Iwill write to you again when I have anything further

to advise,

Yours sincerely

o )
Paul Dacey |
“Acting Electoral Comrmsszoner

2 August 2003
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Senator John Faulkner

Leader of the Opposition in the Senate
Shadow Special Minister of State and Shadow Minister for Home Affairs

Awéiralian Electoral Commission
PO Box E201
KINGSTON ACT 2604

Dear Mr Becker

I refer to the Senate Finance and Public Administration Committee Estimates hearing
on 30 May 2002 when I raised the question of whether The Hon. Tony Abbott MP’s
assistance to Mr Terry Sharples and others in their case against Pauline Hanson’s One
Nation amounted to a gift under the terms of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918.

At that time, the AEC took the issue on notice. On 8 July 2002 the AEC provided an
answer that it was _
“seeking formal legal advice on the matter, The AEC is, therefore, not in a
position to respond to this question at this time but will do so as soon as possible.”

To date we have not received any further response from the AEC.

Since Mr Abbott’s assistance to Mr Sharples was raised at Senate Estimates, some
further information has come to light. I draw your attention to the following:

* The view of the Queensland Supreme Court in its judgment in Sharples v
(’Shea on 19 August 1999 that:

“One might readily infer that Mr Abbott was as much motivated by party
political considerations relating to the next Federal election as he was in
the Queensland Electoral Commission inquiring into assertions of
misrepresentation and fraud "because of the public interest in the matter".

+ Allegations aired on the ABC TV program Lateline on Friday 21 August 2003
that Mr Abbott:

- Stated in a written agreement dated 11 July 1998, between himself and
Mr Sharples, that Sharples had his “personal guarantee that you will
not be further out of pocket”. Mr Abbott has acknowledged publicly
that he signed such a guarantee;

- Promised general assistance to Mr Sharples in the case; and

- Helped Mr Sharples locate a lawyer (Brisbane barrister Paul
Everingham) to bring his legal action.

Parliament House» Canberra ACT 2600« Telephone {02} 6277 3233 + Facsimile (02) 6277 341 5




e Mr Sharples’ claim on Channel Seven on Monday 25 August 2003 that Mr
Abbott promised to bankroll his case against Pauline Hanson's One Nation
and that "it was only after Abbott offered the $20,000 into the trust account
that T agreed to enter into the Supreme Court action”.

¢ Media reports yesterday and today that Mr Abbott offered Pauline Hanson’s
One Nation dissidents financial support and arranged for the former
Queensland Liberal Party President Paul Everingham to act for them free of
charge.

o Today’s report in the Sydney Morning Herald that Mr Abbott:

- Raised nearly $100,000 to assist in the prosecution of Ms Pauline
Hanson,;

- Set up a trust fund entitled “Australians for Honest Politics” from
donations he himself solicited;

- Acknowledged “Australians for Honest Politics” had assets “close to
$100,000” and was controlled by himself and two other trustees;

- Organised a separate “donor” to support legal action by Mr Sharples,

- On at least two occasions organised legal representatives to act for Mr
Sharples; and

- Instructed his own lawyers to “offer Mr Sharples $10,000 of his own
money”.

As you would appreciate, under the Act “gifts” do not have to be from or fo political
parties to require their full disclosure to the AEC. Under Section 305B(2) of the Act,
a person who makes a gift to another person “with the intention of benefiting a
particular registered party” has disclosure obligations.

Also, direct financial assistance and a guarantee to indemnify for legal costs both
amount to the “disposition of property” under the Act.

From the material on the public record to date, Mr Abbott and the trust fund
“Australians for Honest Politics” clearly had a strong connection to the initiation of
legal proceedings against Pauline Hanson’s One Nation. It is also clear their support
included financial assistance and personal guarantees to Mr Sharples and possibly
others.

Tt would be reasonable for the AEC to conclude that the intention of Mr Abbott and
others in giving such assistance to Mr Sharples and others was, on balance, to benefit
the Liberal Party in the 1998 election and beyond by neutralising another political
party, namely Pauline Hanson’s One Nation. In fact, the name of the conduit for the
funds raised by Mr.Abbott, Australians for Honest Politics, does imply a political
motive.

Mr Abbott and others associated with the trust fund “Australians for Honest
Politics” may well have disclosure obligations under the Act in relation to this matter
which, to date, do not appear to have been fulfilled.

I would appreciate the AEC notifying me as soon as possible whether any legal advice
has been has been received on these matters - including the matters raised in 2002
Senate Estimates hearings. :




Further, I would request the AEC inform me if it has any plans to investigate any of
the following matters:

(1) Whether the transactions between Mr Abbott, the trust fund entitled
*“Australians for Honest Politics” and Mr Sharples amount to gifts that need to
be fully disclosed;

(2) Who donated money to the trust fund “Australians for Honest Politics”, who
controlled the trust fund, how donations to it were acquitted and what the
purpose of the trust fund was; and

(3} Whether the trust fund “Australians for Honest Politics” has operated for the
benefit of the Liberal Party and, in fact, whether it is an Associated Entity of the
Liberal Party.

In view of the extensive period of time since your office undertook to provide answers
to my earlier questions, { would appreciate your early response to this letter.

Yours sincerely

JOHN FAULKNER
26 August 2003

@
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By Sééﬁ Murdoch |

| FEDERAL Liverg) minister Tuny

xbbore has pedn embrolled in
raud apsusatione ygainst formar
One ‘Nauen Jeader Pauline Hun-
#on alteritwas niieged veserday
ns puid far & disgruntied candi-

‘| ate w pegin legel provesdings 10

| deregisiorihs party
{ A fraud squad detsctive told tha

ing for Hanson snd furmer purty
direcior- Davig Etridge he nad

i "_hearr.\" M Abbott sffered meoen
¥ tive o Terry Sherples bdl never

Juvestigstod the issue.

| Bapson amd Etridue  were

&. naveod lust vear after allegedly

_'fraudmenth:.ms’xsteringthair par-

ey by submisting sigmaudrss af 800

| people Tegistered With € sURPOTL.
moverpent, narthe political marty.
. The seeond day of their commiy,

4 i hearingwas told prlice investi.

1 ygtions hegan after Mr Abbotn. the
Fotyrs: Employment Minister.

| wrute o then Wisensland Eleaor
o) Commissiuner Dea 0 Sheo aske
{ny-The intorisdl si¥ncturs be ex-

L

_enced swelling popuiarity.
Brizhons Maglawnes Court hoar-

Derective Graham Newtun a6
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. he nad pren toig of theallegarions

againss Mr Abbott bt naver ook
upthe igsul, :

Hanson's soliciter Chris Nyst |’
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STy you. 85 your {nvestigation
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i
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‘bott complained abour One Npiion |
aiterthe party tauctioned’ mem.
gerships o1 an ipswich braneh g

H

. mpetirig,
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Semator BARTLETT—Boes that have eny impact on the ARC?

My Dasey—2No. ' .

Senstor BARTLETT-—You are not considering that process?

Mr Dacey—No,

CHAIR—Seastor Faulicer, do you have any further quesfions for the AECY

Semztor FATLKNER-Yes, Mus e sssue of Senater Heffernun's Joan to the New South Wiaies Liberal
Party of $13,000 been drawn to your zitention? _

M Mitcheli—No, that js not sy isste that I have had drawn to my sttention yet, |

Sepator FAULKNER— doss not sppear in the last retern of the Livera] Party, but it depends of cowse.
on the date of the loan I just wondered if you were able to assist us on that, but you are not aware of it

Ms Mitchell—No, but ! can take it on board to follow it up, if that 13 what you would Hke.

Senator FAULKNER—Okay. T was interssted fo know whether there had been any contact with the New
South Walss division of the Liberal Party or Senator Heffernan about that loan—its terms and so forths It was
not in the isst return. It is possible that the timing meant thatit was not appropriate for it to be. 1 am not

rgea

|

- Thursday, 30 May 2002 SEMNATE-—Legiviation PEPAIST |

suggesting fhat #t pecessarily showld bave been. We will keep smonitoring it. |Cauld we now have e status RN

report—and T thimk I know the snswer to this question from the newspapers—=&om the AEC of the fraud
charge in relation 1o Ms Hanson? :

Mr Becker—That is a 5tate jésus, for the Elestors! Commission of Queensiend.

Sepator Abetz—1 got el theze letters from One Naticn supporssrs in Queensland acousing me of this
terrible witch-Eunt, and I bad pleasuse in writing back to them saying thet it was in fact the stare electoral
comalssioner, that it was nothing to do with us. _

Senator ROBERT RAY—Thers is an old saying: you are nothing in pelitics until you zre hated.

Semaior FAULKNER-—] understood that to be the case, and [ thank you for thet Favs zny feder:
implications that might have any relationship to that case been matters for corsideration by the AEC?

Mr Beoker—Not to my knowiedge, , ) , B :

M Mitchell-The basis of the regisiation of Pauling Haosor's One Nation has lways been thatitis a
pariizmsntary party, so the issue of registratiop of the perty is not one for the AEC to consider. There may
well be isstes in relation to financial transactions of the party, but that is ot clear at this stage in tims.

Senator FAULKNER—Thanks for that Again, ] understand that and sppreciate what you say to the
committes. Spsoifically, | wanted to touch on an issue that I thought mey have been 8 moatter for the ABC or
may havs been drawn 10 your attestion. It goes to Bome issuss that heve received soms publicity. 1 &m awirs
of ope article ip the Courier Mail and txe in the Justrafian, bott datsd 24 April 2002, The Cowrder Mail
article, "MP Abbott dobbed in Hanson, cowrt w0id’, rsads: . '

A fraud cags involving former One Nation lexder Pruline Manson has hesrd allepations that fSdecal MP Tony Abbost had
baniroticd the Queensiend Suprems Court action wiisch led to One Natien’s demise,

The Australian articis reads; :

Detezzive Sergeant Newton also said he.had heard suggestions thel Warkpiace Relaticns Minister Teny Abbott financed
legnl action by former One Netion cendidate Terry Sharples thet led to fhe depegistration of One Navion in Queansland. -

1 wondered if that issue had been drawn 1o your stfention. It is i your bailiwick from this peyspective: if sush
donations or bankroling had ocowred, would any such doastions or gifts 1o, in this case, Mr Sharples zmount
to & donation or gift under the Commonwealth Biestoral Act 19837 ‘

Ms Mitchell--Not in my opinien, no.
Senator FAULKNER—Could you sxplain to ms why not? .

e oy i i gt
Commponwesith Blectoral Aot ‘

Sepator FAULKIWER—Gift’ is dafined in section 287 of the s¢f, jsn'ti?

Ms Mitchel—Yes. '

Senator FAULKNER~—You bave not thought to sesk any advice on fhat issus?

M Mitchell—I bave not thought 10 seskany advice, but if you think-

OBIEATIONS reate. If Mr Abbott had given monsy to Mr Sharples, it would not be an jssue that il within the

FINANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
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Senator FAULKNER—] s oot doubting it, I gom just v lttle surprised by the snswer. I thought thers
might be & veTy sirong case that giving monty to SOmeTns 10 ¢ip them out in such & CoWt CRse would 21
within the definition in the act. . :

wis Mitchell—1 am kappy to reconsider ths issue. All 1 oan do is take on to louk at the jssue and get back
to you on it S

Senator FAULKNER—Let us work through &t a finle. I have mentioned section 305B(2) before, and it
reads: : .
{f » porson makes & iRt to &ny pevscn or body with the intention of benefiting & pusticular regiswered poliiecd pasty of
State branch of 2 Teg poiitical party, the pevsop is taken for the purpesss of subscstion (1) % have made thet gift
direstiy to that registered politiosl palty or branch. : o

I suppose the issue here is that there may be £ bepefitin such action for the Liberal Patty.

Ms Mitchell—I must admit thet T had not locked at i in terms of whether thare was & bensfit to One
Natiog, and T 4id not sk that there was & benefit to One Naton, '

Senstor FAULKNER—~-No, T do not think—-
Senator ROBERY RAY-~I o not think he was wrying to do that!
Benstor FAULKNER—Do you sez the peint T am making?

Wis Mitchell—Yes, 1 caz ses the point you ere meking and, ves, | 2m happy to consider it Trem that angie
and get back to yonon it ‘ : '
Senator FAULKNER—I appreciste that.

Senator Abetz—It will be Interesting to see What comee bagk for all parties, beoause [ would have thought
fhat, ¥ it i3 not & direct fink or & direct bersfit, it Wil be interesting then bow far would you go down e
wack It is an interesting point. ’ ' — '

Senator FAULKNER—I em not making any allegutions here. T am not saying there is any trith to these
articies. I do not know; I do not know the background of this. 1 ouly know it is in the newspapers, and | know

now how much attsntion you apply 10 newspaper articies—and web sites. :

Sepafor ROBERT RAY—There are not mors fres Tskirts 1o be had, are there?
CHAIR—So there were T-ghirts? ‘

Senntor ROBERT RAY—1 do not know, We knockwd owrs back.

Senator Abetz~—~Senator Faulkner was denying that justnow.

Senator ROBERT RAY—They did not pave & XXXX ane zaywey.

Senstor FAULKNER—Given that you do take account of it, Giatis aom,etbiﬁg fhiat camns to wind, | would
be mmterested in your response. I suspact it is uncharted weaters meway, - ‘
M3 Mitchell—-it s, ¥23.

Senator FAULKNER—But I would have thought the provisions of fhe act here wers clear. Anywey, Iwill
be interestad in your response, 2nd no doubt we will fave an opportunity to Jook af that ata Iater stage. Would
you cere to take that tssue in the broad on notice and coms back 10 the commitee?

Ms Mitchell—Yes. §

Senator FAULKNER— do aprreciete that it may ke 2 Yttle more time than some vther guestions on
notice, because you might want to give 2 more comsidered response. 1f it i eny asgistnce, I oo supply the
newspaper articles 1o you, but I suspect you are beter piaced then me to be able to delve into the pmtier,

M WOtchell Ve, we will bave copies of thoss newspapet erticies on file,

Senstor FAULKNER—Tisre has also been some press coverage about the Faaucial S_'ap-pctﬁ for the
Citizeas Electoral Council. Did you see the asticle in the Swnday Telegraph m Sydney on 3 Marh 2002
headed, ‘Pensionsrs “bullied” for donstions™ and the ons in tha Herajd Sun on the same dnte headed, Farr
Right calls boil over’? Did you see those articles? ‘

Wis Mitcheti—I do resall having secr: the =ticles, yes. .

Senntor FAULKNER~] will fry to fairly put the case to you, I think it goss to igcoms regatved by the
CEC st over 51 miliion in 2000-01, yet only = little over £100,000 of that is declared. So, in round Hgures, o0
pe= Cent of {he revenme is undeslarsd. 1thougit that tiis would fail very much within your purview, given the
press coverage and given your close inforest 10 what {3 reported in the press. .

Wis Mitchell—There is not necessarily any direct comelation betwesn the total smeunt of receipts and
whethar or not you erpect to sz& a lurge pumber of over-31,500 amounts detailed declared io the ronon L
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Mike Seccombe

Omne of the Howard Govern-
ment’s most senior ministers iast
night revealed he raised neady
5100000 to lay, the groundworic
for Pauline Hanson's progecution
for electoral frand.

The Minister for Workplace Re-
Jations, Tony Abbott, admitred ser-
ting up a trust i for

Honest Polities, from donations to

pay for legal actions against
“"anson and her parcy; Que Nation.

He had also organised a separ-
ate “donor” to support a One
" tion dissident, Terry Sharples,

geeldng an infunction to block

- Omne Nation from recaiving public
slectoral funds, ‘

Mr Abbott said the money was
promised to cover Mi Sharples if
the case fuiled and costs. were

. awarded against bim. :

The minister organised a team
of lawyers who would represent
Mr Sharpies without charge, and
ther a second team after Mr
Sharples sacked the first,

Mr Abbott also acknowledged
that he had at one time in-
srucead his lawwvers to offer Mr
Sharples $10.000 of his own
money if he would stop pursuing
him for money to cover his hugs
COurt costs,
~ He said he had set up Aunst-
ralians for Honest Polivies in 1988
becguse ha believed One Nadon
was fraudulently registered.

Lastweek, Hanson and her fel-
iow One Nadon founder, David
Birridge, were jiled after the
party received neady §500,000 in
aleeroral funding to which itwas
nor entitled because it had been

frleakr racisterad

‘Thers was myself and fwo
other trustees, We raised

. . . close ¢ $100,000 and
the job of Austraiians For
Honest Politics was f¢
fund court cases
against One
Nation.
TONY ABBOTT

The Prime Minigeer, John
Howard, said the senrence was
azeassive, but Mr Abbow dented
that Mr Howard or anyone else in
the Government had been in-
volved in the sttemot o fund ac-
tions against One Nadoz.

“There was myself and two
othertrusress, We raised . ., fornay
not have been 5100000 buz it was
certainky close to $100000 and the
job of Anstralians For Honest Poli-
Hieswas to fund court cases spainst

COne Nadon."” Mr Abbotr did notsay

who contributed,

He said most of the rooney had
been spent trying to get another
One Nation defector, Hanson's
former private secretary Barbara
Hegzelron, 1o take legal acton to

. stop the payrnent of $470000 in

public siection funding, fallow-
ing the faiture of similar action
by Mr Sharples.

" Wis Hazeltom had deddadnotm‘

g0 ahead, Mr Abbart smid, “By that
stage we'd spent a lot of monsy

the balance ... was disTi
back it the donors in proportion o
fhedr oricinal conrribudion.”

He said his $10,000 offer ta Mr
Sharples was made in light of a
disputed agreement berween
them thar Mr Sharples would be

covered Dy an open-ended

indemniry for the costs of acton
against Hanson and One Nation.

Mr Abbott had given, in writing,
“my pewonzl gusrantes o you
thar you will not be further out of

© pocket as & result of this action”,

The minister said he believed
that promise covered only the
10,000 guarantee he had ar-
ranged, but Mr Sharples thought
it applied to any legal action.

“Yas, | did make a commitmen:

to Sharples and yes the commmit--

menr was to back him o the tune

of 10000, he seid last night, “that

being the maximum downside
the we could have expected.”
But after Mr Sharples went on
with other actdon, incurring bhig
bills, and the original guarantor
dropped out, Mr Abbott was fac-
ing possible personal Habilicy.
“He clatms that the letrer thatI
gave tohim 4t the time . . . const
tated an opeg-ended indemnity

to support any legal action

Sharples wanred to implement
anywhere involving One Natdon.”
~ So. Mr Abbott offered the
$10,000 to call it quits, I was not
accepred, and he had personally
paid Mr Sharples nothing, al-
though he had been prepared to
carry the cost. ‘ :

“Tt couldr't come from Aust-
ralizns for Henest Politics be-
canse it had no money leftin .1
mean, if Sharples had accepted
that srrangement I suppose it
would've come from me.”

Mr Sharples could not be con-
tacted yesterday.

! Make py day . . . te Prime Winlster. Jot
restire the Solomon Isiands from & ‘Iaw—ass
you™ to Augtrafian taxpayers and thank
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Te: Karen Holas/ACT/AEG@AEC, Nicols Lawley/ACT/AEC@AEC, Brad Edgman/ACT/AEC@AEC, Phil
Diak/ACT/AEC @AEC, Bernadette O'Meara/ACT/AEC@AEC, Paul Anderson/ACT/AEC@® AEC

ool Exacutive/S0, David FarrslNSW/AEC@AEC, Anne Bright/QLD/AEC@AEC

Subject: Re: Request from re Outstanding Senate Estimates Question ﬁj

Colleagues

see my other email. | have told . ‘hat we are doinga file search and | don't expect to have an

answer jonight. Will phone her tomorrow, :

8H

Karen Holas
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Jﬁ - Karen Holas

26/08/2003 04:.07 Pi\f
Te: Doug Or/ACT/AECBAEC
oo Brien Halistt ACT/ARC@AEC
Subiect: Reguest from re Outstanding Senate Estimates Question

Doug,
| am not across what has lead up to this, as this is the first | have heard about this type of issue.

| saw an interview with David Oldfield on A Current Affair the other day and got a transcript for Kathy.
The thrust of that interview was & bit about key politicians who had been reported as being involved in
an "orchesirated persecution” of Pauline Hanson - Tony Abboit, Tim:Fischer, Ron Boswel! and former
National Party Senator Bill O'Chee were mentioned. '

This information was geing to be used as the basis for the appsal by Pauline Hanson's solicitor - Mr
Nyst. | have the notes ete that | have done if you want to review.

Nicole has just advised me told me that there are apparently a number of similar queries about from
other journos. It seems to me that thare are a number of aspects relevant to this - our approach and
response - being standard but also the legal implications in relation to Pauiine Hanson's case. e whal
" we say and how it can be used etc and if any FOI requests might be lodged elc

Further, the F&D perspective on whether such funds are scoped into the F&D provisions.

Karen H

Fomwarded by Karen Holas/ACT/AEC on 26/08/2003 04:08 PM - e

Qja‘/f Karen Holas _
26/08/2003 02:41 PM’




To: Kathy Mitchell/ACT/AEC@ AEC

oo ' Doug O/ACT/AEC@AEC

Subject: Reguest from ‘re Outstanding Senate Estimates Question
from phoned today asking the following:

Senator Faulkner asked a question on Notice &t the May 2002 Senate Estimates Hearings regarding
whether there were any F& D guidelines on Fighting Funds set Up by peopie (ie Tony Abboth) to
persue Pauline Hanson.

Has there been a response and if so what was #t7

Can you give a callon

Karen H

&




o mﬁ' . Brign Haliett
26/08/2008 05:07 PM

To: Karen Holas/ACT/AEC@AEC, Nicole Lawley/ACT/AEC@AEC

Subiact: Re: Reguestfrom re Quistanding Senate Estimates Question
=YY

B

Forwarded by Brien HalletYACT/AEC on 26/08/2003 05:13 PM

E ;’}"g _ Brien Hallet!

26/08/2003 04:58 PM
To Executive/CO )
cor Bhil Diak/ACT/AEC@AEC, Bemadstie O'Meara/ACT/AEC @ AEC, Brad Edgman/ACT/AEC@ AEC,

Karen Holas/ACT/AEC @ AEC, Kathy Mitchel/ACT/AEC@AEC, David Farrel/NSW/AEC@AEC, Anne
Bright/QLD/AEC@AEC, Paul Anderson/ACT/AEC@AEC

Subject: FRe: Reguest from re Qutstanding Senate Sstimates Question
Collsagues
Hag & similar call also from { here in the press galliery).

Have told both that we are currently doing a flle search to see If that Q has been answered but don't
expect an answer tonight. :

B
Doug Orr

wﬁ Doug Orr
) 26/08/2003 03:51 PM

To: Brien Hallet/ACT/AEC@AEC
ae:

Subject: Regquest from " re Quistanding Senate Esfimates Question

Could you touch base with ;
Farwarded by Doug Or/ACT/AEC on 26/08/2003 0257 PM

(gf . Kgren Holas
2E/08/2003 0241 PM
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Tor Kathy MitchelVACT/AEC@AEC - -

oo Doug Or/ACT/AEC@AEC

Subject: Request from re Quistanding Senate Estimates Question
from “phoned today asking ihe following:

Senator Faulkner asked a guestion on Notice at the May 2002 Senate Estimates Hearingé. regarding
whather thg re were any F& D guidelines on Fighting Funds set up by people (ie Tony Abbott) 10 -




persue Pauline Hanson.
Has there been a response and if so what was it?
Can you give her a callon

Karen H




¢ Karen Holas
. 26/08/2003 10:57 AM

To: Kathy Mitchell/ACT/AEC@AEC
cc:

Subject: HANSON APPEAL RE ALLEGED INTERFERENCE BY TONY ABBOTT
Kath,

As dicussed set out below is a summary of key points for possible inclusion in PPG or Min Brief on this
matfter.

1. Lawyers for Pauline Hanson will reportedly use alleged inierference by federal Workplace Relations
Minister Tony Abbott in the One Nation fraud case as part of their appeal against her three year jail
sentence.

2. The Australian newspapaer said that one of the grounds for appeal cited by Hanson's lawyer Chris
Nyst was "the interference by political identities of powerr and influence” in the case.

3. Tony Abbott was noted as one of several politicians who were involved, along with (former National
Party Leader) Tim Fischer, {(National Party Senate Leader) Ron Boswell and (former National Party
senator) Bill O'Ches.

4. Mr Nyst said he would be arguing for a permanent stay of proceedings agains Hanson on the basis
that she was unable to get & proper trial.

+ He would be basing this argument on the amount of publicity surrounding both the fraud case
and another case due to come before the Brisbane Magistrates Court concerning the alleged
theft of money fromt the One Nation Fighting Fund.

A Current Affair Program also ran an interview with David Oldfield regarding the maiter in which he
stated that he thought Ms Hanson and Mr Ettridge did not intentionally set out to defraud the
government.

PSS - we may get questions regarding whether the Federal Registration of PHON was iegal - o you
may want to consider this aspect in any response.

Karen H






