Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade

Budget supplementary estimates 2008–2009; October 2008

Answers to questions on notice from AusAID 

	Topic: SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1325


Question 1

Outcome 1 Output 1.1 and 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 74
Senator Payne asked in hearings

Please provide the name of the researcher who AusAID has commissioned to look at impacts and challenges to the implementation of Security Council Resolution 1325, including identification of best practices.

Answer

AusAID is currently in the process of commissioning research to consider the impacts and challenges in the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325.  This is being conducted through a competitive process with the selection to be finalised in late January 2009.  As a result, we are unable to provide the name of the researcher at this time.
Question 2

Outcome 1 Output 1.1 and 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 75
Senator Ludlam asked in hearings

Please provide a list of countries developing a national action plan in response to Security Council Resolution 1325.

Answer

The following countries have developed a National Action Plan on the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325: Austria, Canada, Denmark, Netherlands, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.

Question 3 

Outcome 1 Output 1.1 and 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 75
Senator Ludlam asked in hearings

Please provide the committee with some information regarding Australia’s progress in developing a national action plan in response to Security Council Resolution 1325, including who the lead agency is and how far along Australia is in developing it.

Answer

Questions regarding the development of a National Action Plan should be directed to the Office of Women, which is the lead agency responsible for this matter.

	Topic: FEMLINK


Question 4

Outcome 1 Output 1.1 and 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 75
Senator Forshaw asked in hearings

Please provide the history of AusAID funding to FemLINK, and the funding in the out years.

Answer

AusAID has committed to provide FemLINKpacific for two specific initiatives aimed at implementing UN Security Council Resolution 1325:
· In 2006-07 AusAID provided $163,000 to FemLINKpacific to disseminate information about UN Security Council Resolution 1325, including printed material and a website, and to build networks with partner organisations in the region;
· In 2007-08 AusAID provided $250,000 to FemLINKpacific for a regional women’s community media initiative on women, peace and security.
AusAID is currently processing a proposal from FemLINKpacific for further funding in 2008-2009 to support the expansion and strengthening of the Regional Women’s Community Media Network to implement UN Security Council Resolution 1325.

In addition, AusAID provides core funding to FemLINKpacific through the Australian Civil Society Support Program (ACSSP) in Fiji. Under this Program, Australia has committed to provide funding of around $184,000 over a four year period from 2006–07 to 2009–10.

	Topic: AID DISTRIBUTED BY NGOs


Question 5
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Xenophon asked in writing:

What proportion of foreign aid is distributed by non-government organisations and how many of those organisations are Australian?

Answer

For official development assistance (ODA) delivered through AusAID's programs in 2006–07 and 2007–08, the identified aid flows through non-government organisations are:

	
	2006-07
	2007-08

	
	Number of NGOs
	Expenditure by NGOs 
	Number of NGOs
	Expenditure by NGOs 

	Australian NGOs
	77
	$114.0m
	80
	$153.7m

	Overseas NGOs
	92
	$62.4m
	122
	$92.2m

	Totals* 
	169
	$176.5m
	202
	$245.8m

	NGO expenses as % of total Aust ODA **
	
	5.8%
	
	7.7%***

	Total Australian ODA**
	
	$3017.9m
	
	$3171.8m***


* Does not include minor NGO expenditures by Departments and Agencies other than AusAID as data is not collected.  Such expenditures are known to be relatively small.
** Total Australian ODA includes all AusAID expenditure plus a range of aid activities delivered by other Australian public sector Departments and Agencies.
*** expected outcome 2007-08

The NGO information above covers not-for-profit organisations including non–government institutes, research institutions, centres, peak bodies and associations. Not included in the amounts are some significant AusAID initiatives which are managed by contractors or multilateral agencies but which directly support the strengthening and funding of NGOs.  

	Topic: MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS


Question 6
Outcome 1 Output 1.1 and 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 58
Senator Coonan asked in hearings

Please provide more precise information into how Australia’s aid funding is contributing to the MDGs?
Answer

Australia’s development program strongly contributes towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  Australia is committed to helping developing countries attain the MDGs, particularly in the Asia–Pacific region.

The vast majority of Australia’s official development assistance contributes either directly or indirectly towards MDG progress. Australia is playing its role in global effort to accelerate progress toward the MDGs by increasing the level of official development assistance to 0.5 per cent of gross national income (GNI) by 2015–16.
Through concrete support for the MDGs, Australia is contributing towards global efforts to halve extreme poverty by 2015.  

· Through humanitarian efforts, rural development activities, food security initiatives, economic growth measures and core infrastructure, Australia is contributing towards MDG1.

· Through expanded investments in primary education to provide schools, strengthened education systems, and a more skilled education workforce, Australia is contributing towards MDG2.

· Through effectively mainstreaming gender equality principles, increased education spending and education systems strengthening and activities focusing on promoting gender equality, Australia is contributing towards MDG3.

· Through a broad range of health systems strengthening, health workforce development and targeted health initiatives, Australia is contributing towards MDGs 4, 5 and 6.

· A broad range of climate change mitigation and adaptation initiatives, water and sanitation activities, and other environmental activities, Australia is contributing towards MDG7.

· Australia is working closely with partner Governments, other donors and multilateral partners to work towards MDG8.

Detailed information on how Australia’s aid program is contributing to the MDGs is available in AusAID’s Annual Report 2007–2008, and Budget: Australia’s International Development Assistance Program 2008–09. 

	Topic: WORLD BANK ADVISORY COMMITTEE


Question 7
Outcome 1 Output 1.1 and 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 83
Senator Payne asked in hearings

How will the World Bank advisory committee publish its proceedings and discussions?

Answer

In order to protect confidentiality and maintain impartiality of its members (who are representatives external to the Bank), the World Bank has advised AusAID that Advisory Committee proceedings will not be made publicly available by the Bank. In line with standard World Bank reporting procedures, the Bank will provide donors with an Annual Report on the progress of activities financed by donor contributions. The report will outline identified priorities and set out the rationale for grant funding decisions. The Bank will also provide donors with a final report on Trust Fund activities within six months of the final disbursement of activities funded under the Multi-Donor Trust Fund. Information on projects and activities will also be reported on the Bank's website as part of the Global Food Price Crisis Program’s weekly project updates at http://www.worldbank.org/html/extdr/foodprices/.

	Topic: EDUCATION FUNDING


Question 8
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Xenophon asked in writing:

Can the Department provide a breakdown of education funding to overseas countries? In particular, which countries receive aid for basic education programs, which areas of education is the funding allocated towards and what is the timeframe for delivery of that funding? 

Answer

See Table 3 (Attachment 1).
	Topic: HEALTH FUNDING


Question 9
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Xenophon asked in writing:

Can the Department provide a breakdown of health funding to overseas countries?  In particular, which countries receive aid for health programs, which areas is the funding allocated towards and what is the timeframe for delivery of that funding?  Specifically, can the Department also advise what proportion of health funding goes towards maternal and childhood health programs?

Answer

Table 1 (below) provides a summary of expenditure by sector. Table 4 (Attachment 2) provides a summary of expenditure by country for the 2006–07 financial year.
Table 1: 2006–07 AusAID Health Expenditure
	Category
	Description
	Expended ($)

	Health policy and administrative management 
	Health sector policy, planning and programmes; aid to health ministries, public health administration; institution capacity building and advice and medical insurance programmes
	94,010,205

	Medical education/training
	Medical education and training for tertiary level services
	2,761,471

	Medical research
	General medical research
	1,770,876

	Medical services
	Laboratories, specialised clinics and hospitals (including equipment and supplies); ambulances; dental services; mental health care; medical rehabilitation; control of non-infectious diseases; drug and substance abuse control (excluding narcotics traffic control)
	8,533,414

	Basic health care
	Basic and primary health care programmes; paramedical and nursing care programmes; supply of drugs, medicines and vaccines related to basic health care
	13,873,925

	Basic health infrastructure
	District-level hospitals, clinics and dispensaries and related medical equipment; excluding specialised hospitals and clinics
	11,890,487

	Basic nutrition
	Direct feeding programmes (maternal feeding, breastfeeding and weaning foods, child feeding, school feeding); determination of micro-nutrient deficiencies; provision of vitamin A, iodine, iron etc.; monitoring of nutritional status; nutrition and food hygiene education; household food security
	27,527

	Infectious disease control
	Immunisation; prevention and control of infectious and parasite diseases, except malaria (12262), tuberculosis (12263), HIV/AIDS and other STDs (13040). It includes diarrhoeal diseases, vector-borne diseases (e.g. river blindness and guinea worm), viral diseases, mycosis, helminthiasis, zoonosis, diseases by other bacteria and viruses, pediculosis, etc
	45,944,132

	Health education
	Information, education and training of the population for improving health knowledge and practices; public health and awareness campaigns
	1,827,077

	Population policy and administrative management
	Population/development policies; census work, vital registration; migration data; demographic research/analysis and reproductive health research
	517,190

	Reproductive health care
	Promotion of reproductive health; prenatal and postnatal care including delivery; prevention and treatment of infertility; prevention and management of consequences of abortion and safe motherhood activities
	6,545,526

	Family planning
	Family planning services including counselling; information, education and communication (IEC) activities; delivery of contraceptives; capacity building and training
	2,280,000

	STD control including HIV/AIDS
	All activities related to sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS control e.g. information, education and communication; testing; prevention; treatment and care
	73,858,916

	Social mitigation of HIV/AIDS
	Special programmes to address the consequences of HIV/AIDS, e.g. social, legal and economic assistance to people living with HIV/AIDS including food security and employment; support to vulnerable groups and children orphaned by HIV/AIDS; human rights of HIV/AIDS affected people
	27,427,604

	Total
	
	291,268,350


Note 1: 2006–07 data is the most recent complete data available.

Note 2: Assistance is allocated to a primary category and this may not reflect all activities undertaken. For example, HIV activities may be coded under ‘STD control including HIV/AIDS’ but would also fit under ‘Infectious disease control’.

Note 3: Maternal and child health activities are generally recorded as either reproductive health or basic health activities. Specific funding amounts for maternal and child health activities are not recorded separately. However, it is estimated that in 2008–09, $50 million will be spent on maternal and child health.

Question 10
Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Senator Hanson–Young asked in writing:

(a) Given that Marie Stopes International estimated that each year 19 million abortions are carried out under unsanitary conditions resulting in 68,000 deaths, I am wondering where the report that was presented by the Parliamentary Group on Population and Development to the government last year, that highlights recommendations relating to reproductive health, is up to?

(b) Is there a timeframe on when we are likely to have a decision on this vital issue?

(c) Do we know who is on the sub–committee charged with assessing the recommendations?

(d) Will the Government increase its funding to maternal health services in the Asia Pacific, to ensure that the Millennium Development Goals that highlight that maternal mortality decreased by less than one per cent between 1990 and 2005, far below the 5.5 per cent annual reduction needed? 

Answer

(a) The report is under consideration by the Government.

(b) The Government is taking appropriate time to consider this matter properly and has not set a date for decision.

(c) Membership of the sub-committee is a matter for the Government.
(d) At a recent high-level event on the Millennium Goals (MDGs) in New York, the Prime Minister committed Australia to spend $250 million in the next four years to improve women’s and children’s health, with a focus on Asia-Pacific countries where maternal and child mortality remain high.  
	Topic: MINE ACTION STRATEGY


Question 11
Outcome 1 Output 1.1 and 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 81
Senator Payne asked in hearings

Please provide details of the Government’s contributions and the countries which are likely to receive assistance under the Mine Action Strategy this financial year, including contributions that go to victims of explosive remnants of war events.
Answer

Planned expenditure for 2008–09 as at December 2008 totals $15.3 million and is detailed in Table 2 (below). Activities are aligned to the Mine Ban Convention’s five pillars for mine action: victim assistance; mine risk education; mine clearance; stockpile destruction; and convention advocacy activities.
‘Integrated assistance’ in the table refers to activities that cover two or more pillars. Where possible, victim assistance activities are integrated with a range of mine action activities and into existing healthcare, social services and policy frameworks, which improves efficiency, impact and sustainability.

Table 2: Australia’s Planned Mine Action Expenditure for 2008–2009
	Mine action 2008–09
	Activity name
	Activities classified by Mine Ban Convention Pillar
	Planned Expenditure as at Dec 2008 for the FY 2008–09 ($)

	AFGHANISTAN
	“Community Clearpath” Program
	Mine Clearance/

Mine Risk Education
	5,000,000

	Total Afghanistan
	5,000,000

	CAMBODIA
	Landmine Survivor Assistance Program
	Victim Assistance/

Mine Risk Education
	1,666,847

	CAMBODIA
	Integrated Mine Action and Development in Banteay Meanchey 
	Victim Assistance/ Integrated Mine Action
	670,333

	CAMBODIA
	Community Strengthening & Gender Mainstreaming in Integrated Mine Action 
	Victim Assistance/ Integrated Mine Action
	718,375

	CAMBODIA
	Australia Cambodia Integrated Mine Action Program in Pailin
	Victim Assistance/ Integrated Mine Action
	783,302

	CAMBODIA
	Clearing for Results
	Mine Clearance/

Mine Action Management
	2,000,000

	CAMBODIA
	Strengthening Capacity of Mine Action Planning Units (MAPUs) Program
	Mine Action Management
	66,849

	Total Cambodia
	5,905,706

	IRAQ
	Capacity Development for Clearance and Victim Assistance
	Mine Clearance/

Mine Action Management
	1,000,000

	Total Iraq
	1,000,000

	LAOS
	Reducing UXO Risk & Improving Livelihoods of Ethnic Communities in Sekong Province 
	Integrated Mine Action
	926,315

	LAOS
	The East Asia Regional Conference on The Convention on Cluster Munitions: The Safe Path
	Advocacy/Universalisation
	40,360

	LAOS
	Improving Socioeconomic Integration Services for People with Disabilities in Sekong Province
	Victim Assistance/

Integrated Mine Action
	200,000

	Total Laos
	 $1,166,675

	LEBANON
	Humanitarian Mine Action – UXO Clearance
	Mine Clearance/

Mine Action Management
	500,000

	Total Lebanon
	500,000

	VIETNAM
	International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Special Fund for the Disabled


	Victim Assistance


	500,000

	Total Vietnam
	500,000

	GLOBAL
	Mine Ban Convention – Implementation Support Unit
	Advocacy/Universalisation
	80,000

	GLOBAL
	Mine Ban Convention – Sponsorship Program
	Advocacy/Universalisation
	25,000

	GLOBAL
	Victim Assistance Expert Position, ISU, Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD)
	Victim Assistance
	105,000

	GLOBAL
	GICHD – Operational Support Asia Pacific
	Advocacy/Universalisation
	270,000

	GLOBAL
	Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons Sponsorship Program
	Advocacy/Universalisation
	20,000

	GLOBAL
	Landmine Monitor Report 2008
	Advocacy/Universalisation
	250,000

	GLOBAL
	Asia Program
	Advocacy/Universalisation
	200,000

	GLOBAL
	UNMAS Headquarters Coordination Project
	Advocacy/Universalisation
	300,000

	Total Global
	 1,250,000

	TOTAL
	15,322,381

	Victim Assistance
	2,404,794


	Topic: PACIFIC LABOUR MOBILITY SCHEME


Question 12
Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Hansard FAD&T page 65
Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked in hearings

Could you please provide more detail about all the areas that AusAID is involved with in respect to the Pacific Labour Mobility Scheme?

Answer

Australia will support the pilot Pacific Labour Mobility Scheme through:

· The development with our Pacific island partners of a framework, shared with New Zealand, for pre–departure briefing, including the provision of relevant information material; 

· The provision of financial literacy and enterprise development training for workers, particularly in the use of formal systems to transfer remittances in a cost–effective way and in managing savings and planning for contingencies; 

· The piloting of targeted ‘add–on’ skills training for workers in areas such as rural, vocational and business skills, that will help equip returning workers for jobs and business opportunities in their home communities; 

· The provision of capacity building and technical assistance to partner governments to help them manage the movement of workers and to fulfil their commitments under the pilot; and 

· The coordination of development impact assessments, in partnership with academics and the World Bank, to determine the economic development benefits to home countries and communities.

	Topic: FIJI ELECTIONS


Question 13
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 78
Senator Payne asked in hearings

Please advise the committee of the breakdown of funding in relation to the financial and technical support aimed at helping Fiji hold elections, including total expenditure to date.
Answer

Australia has been willing to assist in the election process. Australia’s contribution from 2007 (expenditure plus committed funds) is estimated at $836,869.

In 2007–08 Australia expended:

· $310,829 for the preparation of the 2007 Census, in order to update Fiji’s constituency boundaries;

· $44,417 for technical needs analyses and scoping studies in 2007 and 2008 (including by Australian Electoral Commission personnel) to identify the resources and technical assistance required to prepare for and conduct elections;

· $33,937 for international advertising of the vacant Supervisor of Elections position.

In 2008–09 Australia has expended:

· $73,592 as salary supplementation for the Supervisor of Elections;

· $19,206 for the design of a website for the Office of the Supervisor of Elections.

The total expenditure from 2007 has been $481,981. 

Australia’s total commitment to the position of Supervisor of Elections is $428,480, over three years (commenced July 2008) as salary supplementation (this commitment includes the $73,592 which has already been expended). 

Australia stands ready to provide continued financial and technical support for democratic elections. 

	Topic: HIV IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA


Question 14
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 69
Senator Payne asked in hearings

In reference to item 11 in Attachment A to the PNG Partnership Performance Framework, why is the progress indicator the number of sites offering accredited HIV voluntary counselling and testing, and not the number of people taking up voluntary counselling and testing?

Answer

The use of the number of accredited HIV voluntary counselling and testing (VCT) sites as a progress indicator is consistent with the Government of Papua New Guinea’s Medium Term Development Strategy Performance Management Framework.

AusAID supports the use of this indicator for two reasons:

(1) It is consistent with Australia’s approach of supporting PNG’s performance frameworks;
(2) It captures the geographic spread and availability of HIV VCT across the country. The number of people receiving testing is also an important indicator for the HIV/AIDS response in PNG, but may not adequately indicate the availability of VCT services across PNG. 

Question 15
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 70
Senator Payne asked in hearings

Please provide the committee with further information about the curricula dealing with HIV/AIDS for lower secondary schoolchildren in PNG, and perhaps some examples of the sorts of school materials that are being used? 
Answer

The Lower Secondary Personal Development curriculum is a new comprehensive life skills curriculum that addresses (amongst other areas) HIV/AIDS, reproductive sexual health, drugs, alcohol and gender. For the syllabus and teacher guide see Attachment 3 and Attachment 4.
The Lower Secondary Personal Development syllabus, developed by the National Department of Education, was sent to schools in 2006; implementation commenced in 2007. This syllabus is compulsory for all lower secondary students. 

The curriculum for Upper Secondary Personal Development will go to schools in early 2009.
Question 16
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 71
Senator Payne asked in hearings

What information you can provide as to whether eligibility for access to HIV antiretrovirals in PNG has been an issue raised locally and whether it is something Australia would be prepared to take up with the PNG government and the Department of Health?

Answer

The PNG National Department of Health has advised AusAID that it is not aware of eligible persons being refused access to antiretroviral treatment and would wish to investigate any reports of discrimination. The current national ‘Guidelines for HIV Care and Treatment in Papua New Guinea’ determine the eligibility of access to HIV antiretrovirals, and state that persons should be started on antiretroviral treatment when:
(1)
The patient has written confirmation of HIV positive status;
(2)
They are medically eligible;
(3)
The patient has a treatment supporter;
(4)
Any opportunistic infection has been or is being treated/stabilised;
(5)
The patient has been prepared and is ready for antiretroviral therapy;
(6)
There is a reliable drug supply;
(7)
Favourable social criteria should be considered.

	Topic: DR MATHIAS SAPURI 


Question No 17
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 77
Senator Payne asked in hearings

Did anyone from AusAID met with Papua New Guinea’s Medical Society President, Dr Mathias Sapuri when he was in Australia at a conference a couple of months ago?

Answer

AusAID is not aware of any formal meetings with Dr Sapuri at this conference in Australia.
	Topic: GLOBAL POVERTY PROJECT


Question 18
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 59
Senator Coonan asked in hearings

Please provide a list of the sponsors for the Global Poverty Project.
Answer

As at 31 December 2008, the sponsors of the Global Poverty Project are AusAID, the United Nations Millennium Campaign and one anonymous private donor. In addition, the following are providing ‘in kind’ support to the Project: Australian Volunteers International, The Conscience Organisation, CPR Communications and Clark Kann Lawyers.

Question 19
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 59
Senator Coonan asked in hearings

Have any funds flowed yet to the Global Poverty Project?

Answer

Yes. $71,750 has been expended through a funding agreement with a total value of $150,000 between AusAID and the Global Poverty Project Pty Ltd.

Question 20
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 59
Senator Coonan asked in hearings

Can you please provide details of the record of agreement for AusAID’s contribution to the Global Poverty Project?

Answer

AusAID will provide $150,000 under AusAID’s standard funding agreement.
Question 21
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 60
Senator Coonan asked in hearings

Who are the shareholders of the private company set up to administer the Global Poverty Project?

Answer

There are two shareholders, HCE International Pty Ltd and Simon Moss. Both shareholders own equal shares in the company.
Question 22
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 60

Senator Coonan asked in hearings

Is it suggested that the company undertaking the Global Poverty Project will be limited by guarantee, or is it going to be a proprietary limited company, where shareholders would be entitled to all of the usual rights of a private incorporated organisation? 

Answer

AusAID funding will be provided to Global Poverty Project Pty Ltd as trustee of the Global Poverty Project Charitable Trust. The Global Poverty Project Pty Ltd is an Australian proprietary company limited by shares and has been appointed as trustee of the above charitable trust.  AusAID will provide funding under AusAID’s standard funding agreement which includes a requirement that AusAID funds are to be used only for the activity for which the funding is approved. 

	Topic: CARBON POLLUTION REDUCTION SCHEME


Question 23
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Boswell asked in writing:

(a) What, if any, steps have been taken to estimate the costs of the government’s response to climate change including the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme for AusAID and its programs? 

(b) What are the costs and estimated costs identified?

(c) Have any costs been included in forward estimates and if so where? 

Answer
(a)
Costings were undertaken through the relevant budget processes. 

(b)
Current climate change programs are: 

· International Forests Carbon Initiative ($200 million over 5 years from the 2007–08 financial year – $164.4 million for AusAID and $35.6 million for other Government departments);
· International Climate Change Adaptation Initiative ($150 million over 3 years from the 2008–09 financial year);

· Support to the Clean Technology Fund ($100 million over 3 years from the 2008–09 financial year).

(c)
Yes these costs are included in the forward estimates.  This information can be located in the following documents: 

· 2007–08 Foreign Affairs and Trade Portfolio Budget Statements; 

· 2008–09 Foreign Affairs and Trade Portfolio Budget Statements; 

· 2008–09 Mid and the Mid–Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook.
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