Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Committee

ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE

Australian Trade Commission (Austrade)

Budget supplementary estimates 2000-2001—23 November 2000


Outcomes 1 & 2

Topic:  Business Club Australia

Hansard page 89

Senator Cook asked:

Is the estimated return from Austrade’s Olympics program based on impact from the entire program or just from Business Club Australia?

Answer:

The estimated return of $1 billion dollars in new investment and export relates to the entire Austrade Olympic program including Business Club Australia.

Outcomes 1 & 2

Topic:  Business Club Australia

Hansard page 90

Senator Cook asked:  

How many and which other politicians, other than me, were invited to functions by Business Club Australia - state and federal?

Answer:

Invitations to Business Club Australia events were issued on a decentralised basis by the body hosting each individual event. While Austrade hosted a number of Business Club Australia events, others were hosted by other federal agencies, state departments and major companies.  

The list of politicians invited are set out below by hosting body.

The NSW Department of State and Regional Development invited:

The Hon Sandra Nori MP

The Hon Harry Woods MP

The Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs invited:

The Hon Philip Ruddock MP

Senator the Hon Kay Patterson

The Department of Communications Information Technology and the Arts invited:

The Hon John Howard MP

All Premiers and Chief Ministers, Federal, State, Territory and Shadow Ministers holding portfolio responsibilities for IT, telecommunications or e-commerce.

25 sitting Members and Senators were invited (10 Commonwealth, 15 State), 
and 1 former Member.

Shell Australia invited:

The Hon Mark Vaile MP

Team Australia (part of the Australian Tourist Commission) invited:

Mrs Kate Carnell MLA
The Minister for Trade invited:


Senator Lyn Allison


The Hon Richard Alston MP


The Hon Michael Armitage MHA


The Hon Ian Armstrong MLA


The Hon Jim Bacon MHA


The Hon Peter Beattie MP

The Hon Bruce Baird MP

Ms Julie Bishop MP

The Hon Steve Bracks MP

The Hon John Brumby MP

Senator Paul Calvert

The Hon Robert Carr MP

Mrs Kerry Chikarovski MP

The Hon Peter Costello MP

The Hon Peter Costigan

Senator the Hon Peter Cook

The Hon Richard Court MLA

The Hon Alexander Downer MP

The Hon Michael Egan MLC

The Hon Jim Elder MP

Senator the Hon Chris Ellison

The Hon John Fahey MP

Senator Alan Ferguson


Senator the Hon Brian Gibson


The Hon Joan Hall MHA


The Hon David Hawker MP

Senator the Hon Robert Hill


Mr Joe Hockey MP 

The Hon John Howard MP



The Hon Jackie Kelly MP


The Hon Dr David Kemp MP


The Hon Daryl Manzie MLA


The Hon Nick Minchin MP


The Hon Judi Moylan MP


The Hon Dr Denis Napthine MP

The Rt Hon Dr Peter Nattrass

The Hon Sandra Nori MP


Mr Peter Nugent MP


The Hon John Olsen MHA


Senator the Hon Kay Patterson


Senator Marise Payne


The Hon Geoff Prosser


Senator Aden Ridgeway


The Hon Philip Ruddock MP


The Hon Bruce Scott


Dr Andrew Southcott


The Hon Andrew Thomson MP


Senator the Hon Judith Troeth


The Hon Warren Truss MP


The Hon Wilson Tuckey MP


Ms Danna Vale MP

Austrade invited:

France event

The Hon John Anderson MP

The Hon Joe Hockey MP

Senator the Hon Rod Kemp

The Hon Mark Vaile MP

South Pacific event

The Hon Mark Vaile MP

South East Asia event

The Hon Mark Vaile MP

North East Asia event:

The Hon Mark Vaile MP


Japan event


The Hon Andrew Thomson MP


The Hon Mark Vaile MP


Korea event


The Hon Mark Vaile MP


China event

Peter Nugent MP

The Hon Mark Vaile MP


Vietnam (function held during Paralympic period)

Federal—All 51 members of the Australia-Vietnam Parliamentary Group as listed

Senator the Hon Eric Abetz

The Hon Dick Adams MP

Mr Anthony Albanese MP

Senator Lyn Allison

The Hon Neil Andrew MP

Senator the Hon Nick Bolkus

Senator Vicki Bourne

The Hon Laurie Brereton MP

The Hon Mal Brough MP

Senator George Campbell

Senator Grant Chapman
Senator the Hon Peter Cook

Senator Helen Coonan

The Hon Janice Crosio MBE MP

Senator Kay Denman

Mrs Trish Draper MP

The Hon Graham Edwards MP

Senator Alan Eggleston

Mrs Kay Elson MP

Senator Chris Evans

Mr Laurie Ferguson MP

Mr Martin Ferguson AM MP

Senator Michael Forshaw

Senator Brian Greig

Ms Jill Hall MP

Mr Gary Hardgrave MP

Mr Michael Hatton MP

Mr David Hawker MP

Senator the Hon Bill Heffernan

Mr Colin Hollis MP

Mrs Cheryl Kernot MP

The Hon Michael Lee MP

The Hon Lou Lieberman MP

Senator Brett Mason

Mr Allan Morris MP

Mr Garry Nehl MP

Mr Gavan O'Connor MP

Senator Marise Payne

Ms Tanya Plibersek MP

Senator the Hon Margaret Reid

Mr Bernard Ripoll MP

Ms Nicola Roxon MP

Mr Rod Sawford MP

Senator the Hon Chris Schacht

The Hon Peter Slipper MP

The Hon Warren Snowdon MP

Dr Andrew Southcott MP
The Hon Sharman Stone MP

The Hon Kathy Sullivan MP

The Hon Dr Andrew Theophanous MP
Ms Danna Vale MP

State - Dr Meredith Burgmann (representing the NSW Premier)

The Warren Centre invited:

All NSW state politicians

Australia Education International invited:

The Hon John Aquilina MP (NSW)

The Hon Colin Barnett MLA (WA)

The Hon Malcolm Buckby MHA (SA)

The Hon Mary Delahunty MP (VIC)

The Hon Dr David Kemp MP

The Hon Chris Lugg MLA (NT)

Mr Bill Stefaniak MLA (ACT)

The Hon Mr Mark Vaile MP

The Hon Dean Wells MLA (QLD)

The Hon Paula Wriedt MHA (TAS)

The Hon Ms Trish Worth MP

AIMEX invited:

The Hon Mark Vaile MP

The Queensland Government invited:

The Hon Peter Beattie MP

The Hon David Hamill MP

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry invited:

The Hon Laurie Ferguson MP
Senator the Hon Judith Troeth 

The Hon Warren Truss MP

The Hon Wilson Tuckey MP

Australia Sport International Ltd invited:

The Hon Jackie Kelly MP

The Department of Industry Science Resources /Invest Australia invited:

Federal 

The Hon John Anderson MP
The Hon Richard Alston MP
Senator the Hon Peter Cook
The Hon Peter Costello MP
The Hon Alexander Downer MP
 The Hon John Fahey MP
The Hon John Howard MP
The Hon Nick Minchin MP

The Hon Mark Vaile MP


State/Territory 

The Hon Kerry Chikarovski (NSW) 
The Hon Stephen Dunham (NT) 
The Hon Michael Egan (NSW) 

The Hon Joan Hall (SA) 
The Hon Daryl Manzie (NT) 
The Hon George Souris (NSW) 
 

Premiers 

The Hon Jim Bacon (TAS) 
 The Hon Peter Beattie (QLD) 
The Hon Steve Bracks (VIC) 
The Hon Denis Burke (NT) 

The Hon Bob Carr (NSW) 
Mrs Kate Carnell MLA (ACT) 
The Hon Richard Court MLA (WA) 
 The Hon John Olsen (SA) 


Westpac Specialised Finance Group invited:


The Hon Ian Armstrong MP

The Hon Keni Dakuidreketi

Senator the Hon Brian Gibson

Senator Kate Lundy

Senator the Hon Judith Troeth

The Hon Warren Truss MP

The Hon Mark Vaile MP

The Tasmanian Government invited:

The Hon Jim Bacon MHA

Mr Bob Cheek MHA

The Australian Sports Commission invited:

The Hon Peter Adamson MLA (NT)

The Hon Kim Bacon, MLA (TAS)

The Hon Kim Beazley MP

The Hon Iain Evans MP (SA)

The Hon John Fahey MP

Senator The Hon John Faulkner

The Hon R J Gibbs, MLA (QLD)

The Hon John Howard MP

The Hon Jackie Kelly MP

Senator Kate Lundy

The Hon Justin Madden MLC (VIC)

Senator the Hon Nick Minchin

The Hon Norman Moore MLC (WA)

Mr Bill Stefaniak MLA (ACT)

The Hon John Watkins MP (NSW)

The Hon Andrew Thomson MP (NSW)

Environment Australia and the Environment Management Industry Association of Australia invited:

Senator the Hon Nick Bolkus

Senator the Hon Robert Hill

Victor Perton MP (VIC)

The Hon Sharman Stone

Outcomes 1 & 2

Topic:  Business Club Australia

Hansard page 91

Senator Ray asked:

How many rooms at Brighton-le-Sands did Austrade book, what was the total cost and what was the occupancy rate for the 20 days?

Answer:

Austrade booked one room at Brighton-Le-Sands. The total net cost was $9,161 (inclusive of GST). The occupancy rate was 50%; that is 10 nights.

Outcomes 1 & 2

Topic:  Business Club Australia

Hansard page 91

Senator Ray asked:

Would it be possible to have the VIP list of attendees at Business Club functions tabled?

Answer:

The VIP list of attendees at Business Club Australia functions is attached.

BUSINESS CLUB AUSTRALIA

POLITICIANS (STATE AND FEDERAL) AND VIPs WHO VISITED BUSINESS CLUB OVER THE PERIOD OF THE OLYMPIC GAMES

Federal Parliamentarians

Allison, Senator Lyn
Alston, Senator the Hon Richard

Bishop, Ms Julie, Member for Curtin, (Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September)

Cook, Senator the Hon Peter, (briefing on 24 September and Trade Minister’s lunch on 29 September 2000)

Downer, The Hon Alexander, Minister for Foreign Affairs, (briefing on 26 September 2000)

Ellison, Senator the Hon Chris

Fahey, The Hon John, (Invest Australia dinner on 24 September 2000)

Gibson, Senator the Hon Brian, (networking session and Trade Minister’s lunch on 22 September 2000)

Hawker, The Hon David, Member for Wannon, (Hong Kong dinner 17 September)

Hill, Senator the Hon Robert

Hockey, The Hon Joe, Minister for Finance Services & Regulation

Howard, The Hon John, Prime Minister, (Invest Australia dinner on 24 September 2000)

Kelly, The Hon Jackie, Minister for Sport and Tourism

Kemp, The Hon David, Minister for Education, Training & Youth Affairs, (networking session 19 September 2000)

Nugent, Mr Peter, Member for Aston, (Trade Minister’s lunch 22 September)

Scott, The Hon Bruce, Minister of Veterans Affairs and Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence

Troeth, Senator the Hon Judith, (Westpac dinner on 25 September)

Truss, The Hon Warren, (Westpac dinner on 25 September and networking session 28 September 2000)

Tuckey, The Hon Wilson, (networking session 21 September 2000)

Vaile, The Hon Mark, Minister for Trade, (numerous events and meetings)

Vale, Mrs Danna, Member for Hughes, (Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September)

State Parliamentarians

Armstrong, The Hon Ian, NSW Shadow Minister for Regional Infrastructure & Development and Regional Planning & Decentralisation, (Westpac dinner, 25 September)

Bacon, Mr Jim, Premier and Minister for State Development, Tasmania

Beattie, The Hon Peter, Premier of Queensland 

Egan, Mr Michael, NSW Treasurer and Minister for State Development, (Invest Australia dinner 24 September)

Nori, The Hon Sandra, NSW Minister for Small Business & Minister for Tourism

Ruddock, The Hon Philip MP, Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs

Other VIPs

Anderson, Mr Paul, Managing Director & CEO, BHP Company Limited, (Invest Australia dinner, 24 September)

Appleby, Ms Lois, Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games, (networking session 18 September)

Asano, Mr Ken, President & Chief Executive Officer, Toyota Motor Corporation Australia, (Trade Minister’s lunch 15 September 2000)

Atkinson AO, Ms Sallyanne, Deputy Mayor, Olympic Village, (Trade Minister’s lunch 22 September 2000)

Batchelor, Mr Paul, CEO, AMP Ltd, (Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September)

Boultbee AM, Mr John, Director, Australian Institute of Sport

Brownhill, The Hon David, Chairman, Australia Wine & Brandy Corp, (Trade Minister’s lunches 15, 22 and 29 September 2000) 

Cam, Mr Nguyen Manh, Deputy Prime Minister, Republic of Vietnam, (Trade Minister’s lunch 15 September 2000)

Castellaneta, H E Mr Giovanni, Italian Ambassador, (networking session 21 September)

Chan, Mr I H, Vice President Samsung, (Invest Australia dinner 24 September)

Chan, The Hon Mrs Anson, Chief Secretary, Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, (Trade Minister’s lunch 15 September and Hong Kong dinner 17 September 2000)

Cong, H E Mr Vu Hi, Ambassador to Australia, Republic of Vietnam, (Trade Minister’s lunch 15 September 2000) 

Constantinescu, Mr Emil, President of Romania, (meeting with Mr Vaile 25 September 2000)

Copps, The Hon Shield, Minister for Canadian Heritage, Ottawa, (networking session 18 Sept)

Courtis, Mr Kenneth S, Chairman, Asia, Goldman Sachs, (Invest Australia dinner, 24 September)

Cox AO, Professor Philip, National Design Director, The Cox Group

Cunningham, Mr Glen, Executive General Manager, Southcorp Ltd, (Invest Australia dinner 24 September)

Deripaska, Mr Oleg, President Sibersky Aluminium (Russia), (meeting with Mr Vaile on 18 September 2000

Donges, Mr Ian, President, National Farmers Federation, (Westpac dinner 25 September)

Duncan, Mr Peter, Chairman and CEO, Shell Company of Australia

Durrant, Mr Anthony, Managing Director, Warburg Dillon Read – New York, (Invest Australia dinner, 24 September)

Dutch Ambassador to Australia 

Faulkner, Mr John, Managing Director, Leighton Asia, (Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September)

Fournier, H E Mr Jean, Canadian High Commissioner, (networking session 18 September)

Glavany, Mr Jean, Minister for Agriculture, France, (meeting with Mr Vaile 20 September)

Glindemann, Mr Bob, MD Commercial, Shell Company of Australia

Hale, Mr David D, Global Chief Economist, Zurich Financial Services, (Invest Australia dinner, 24 September)

Harris, The Hon Katherine, Secretary of State for Florida, (Trade Minister’s lunch 15 September 2000)

Harris, The Hon Mike, Premier of Ontario, Canada, (networking session 18 September 2000) 

Hashem, Mr, Iranian Vice President, (meeting with Mr Vaile 28 September 2000)

Hawke, The Hon Bob, (Hong Kong dinner 17 September 2000)

Hayashi, Mr Yoshimasa, State Minister of Finance of Japan, (Invest Australia dinner, 24 September)

Henry, Mr Paul, Principal, HOK Sport

Hollway, Mr Sandy, CEO, SOCOG 

HRH the Prince of Orange

Jorritsma, Mr, Dutch Minister, (meeting with Mr Vaile 25 September 2000)

Jorritsma, Mrs Annemarie, Netherlands Vice Premier & Minister of Economic Affairs

Kitani, Mr, Managing Director, Panasonic Australia, (meeting with Mr Vaile 1 October 2000)

Kucan, Mr Milan, President of Slovenia, (meeting with Mr Vaile 17 September 2000)

Lagos, Dr Panos, Senior Project Manager, The Hellenic Centre for Investment – Athens, (networking session 28 September and Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September)

Lam, Mr Woon-kwong, Secretary for Home Affairs, Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (Trade Minister’s lunch 15 September 2000)

Liu, Mr Qui, Mayor of Beijing and Chairman of Beijing 2008 Olympic Committee, (Trade Minister’s lunch 15 September 2000)

Magugu, H E Zolile, South African High Commissioner, (networking session 25 September)

Matsushita, Mr, Honourable Vice Chairman, Matsushita Electric Industrial Co, (meeting with Mr Vaile 1 October 2000 and speaker at Japan networking session breakfast 15 September)

McClintock, Mr Paul, Secretary to Cabinet, (networking session 23 September)

McLaughlin, Ms Ann, Chairman the Aspen Institute (US), (Trade Minister’s lunch 15 September 2000)

Mirpuri, H E Mr Ashok Kumar, Singaporean High Commissioner, (networking session 23 September)

Morgan, Dr David, Managing Director & CEO, Westpac Banking Corporation, (Invest Australia dinner, 24 September)

Morgan, Mr David, Chairman Australia Sport International and the Sports Export Advisory Council

Murdoch, H E Mr Simon, NZ High Commissioner, (networking session 20 September)

Nattrass, Dr Peter, the Lord Mayor of Perth, (Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September)

Panasonic, Chairman of

Park, Mr Yong-Sung, Senior Representative, Korean Chamber of Commercial & Industry, (networking session)

Prescott AC, Mr John, (Trade Minister’s lunch 15 September 2000) 

Reding, Madame Viviane, European Commissioner for Education and Sport, (networking session 19 September)

Rietsmaa, Mr Ed, Dutch Consul general

Rosengarten, Mr Bruce, MD Retail, Shell Company of Australia

Ryan, Mr Con, Chairman, Pax Australia Pty Ltd, (meeting with Mr Vaile 25 September 2000)

Ryan, Mr Fergus, Strategic Investment Coordinator, (Invest Australia dinner on 22 September and Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September)

Sang-Boo, Mr Yoo, Chairman of Posco, (meeting with Mr Vaile 28 September 2000)

Sawyer, Mr Neville, President, Australian Business Limited, (Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September)

Scully-Power, Mr Paul, Chairman, CASA, (Invest Australia dinner on 24 September and Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September)

Shin, H E Mr Hyo-hun, Korean Ambassador, (Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September)

Sinclair, The Rt Hon Ian, Chairman Australia Taiwan Business Council, (Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September 2000)

Slattery, Mr Jim, former US Congressman, (meeting with Mr Vaile 21 September)

Soo-byong, Mr Choi, President of Kepco, (meeting with Mr Vaile 16 September 2000)

Spigelman QC, Justice James, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of NSW, (Hong Kong dinner 17 September 2000) 

Street KCMG QC, The Hon Sir Laurence, Chairman, International Legal Advisory Council

Switkowski, Dr Ziggy, CEO Telstra, (Hong Kong dinner 17 September 2000)

Takai, Mr Toshtsugu, Chairman, Osaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry – Osaka Japan, (networking session on 15 September and Trade Minister’s lunch on 15 September 2000)

Valdes, H E Mr Christobal, Chilean Ambassador, (Trade Minister’s lunch 29 September)

Vliegenthart, Mrs Margo, Vice Minister for Sport

Waddell, The Hon Ian, British Columbia Minister for Small Business Tourism and Culture, (networking session 18 September)

Weelinck, Mr Elov, Netherlands Ministry of Economic Affairs

Weick, Dr Kai-Uwe, Managing Director, Pirelli Tyres, (networking session 21 September)

Weinman, Mr Marvin, CEO George Weston Foods Limited, (Invest Australia dinner, 29 September)

Whatmore, Mr John, Practice Director, Bligh Voller Nield Sport

Whitlam, Mr Nicholas, President NRMA Limited, (Hong Kong dinner 17 September 2000)

Whitlam, The Hon Gough, (Hong Kong dinner 17 September 2000)

Yokoyama, Mr Terry, Senior Managing Director, Matsushita Communications Industrial Co., (networking session 15 September 2000) 

Trade Visitors—Australia 2000 Program (TVA2K)
The following senior businesspeople visited Australia during the Games under the TVA2K program and attended BCA events:

Al Qassimi, H E Sheikh Sultan Bin Saqr, Chairman, GIBCA Group

Bonnell, Mr Bruno, Chairman/CEO, Infogrames

Clontz, Mr Terry, President/CEO, Starhub Pty Ltd

Das, Mr Chandra, Chairman, NTUC Fairprice, (networking session 23 September)

Jiang, Mr Chaoqun, General Manager, Shenzhen Highway Passenger & Freight Service Centre

Kurnia, Mr Ipung, President Director, Hero Supermarkets

Lian, Ms Bee Leng, Vice President, Network Services, Singapore Telecom Ltd

Livingstone, Mr Stan, General Manager, Delta Airlines

Ma, Mr Andrew, CEO, Hong Kong Sports Development 

Mur, Mr Jaime, President Peru Sugar

Sighicell, Dr Pietro, Vice President Overseas Operations, Fiat SPA 

Tata, Mr Ratan, Chairman, Tata Automotives

Tabete, Ms Alisi, CEO Fiji Sports Council

Vazey, Mr Geoff, CEO, Ports of Auckland

Wang, Mr Li Quin, General Manager, Shanghai Ba-Shi

Wang, Mr Chung-Yu, Chairman, China Steel Corp

Xiao, Mr Jianming, Managing Director, Yunnan Tin 

Zou, Mr Shaolu, Managing Director, Yunnan Copper Corp

Outcomes 1 & 2

Topic:  Australian Operations

Hansard page 92

Senator Cook asked:

Can someone tell me what the criteria and selection process are to decide when and where a regional office will be opened?

Answer:

The selection process for deciding when and where a TradeStart office will be opened and for selecting a local partner involves Austrade: 

1.
Identifying regions where there is a critical mass of companies and demand for export services that is not currently being met.  This involves an analysis of statistical information, local databases and identification of gaps in ready availability of export facilitation services.

2.
Seeking a suitable local partner within that region that has:

· the organisational capability and client base to effectively deliver export services to clients in the defined geographic area;

· the resources to commit to the program for a minimum of two years, ideally with the view to participating for four years.

Outcomes 1 & 2

Topic:  Australian Operations

Hansard page 93

Senator Cook asked:

Have you rejected overtures for co-location of a regional office where they do not meet your criteria?

Answer:

Yes.  An application has been rejected on the following grounds:

· There was an insufficient local client base in need of export services in the region.

· There were already offices in nearby locations offering adequate services to firms in the region.

· The proposed local partner was unable to demonstrate that it had the resources or staffing to deliver the program. 

Outcomes 1 & 2

Topic:  Australian operations

Hansard page 94

Senator Cook asked:

Could you please clarify who writes the cheque to fund the co-location? Is it the WA Department of Commerce and Trade? 

Answer:

In the case of the four TradeStart offices in Western Australia (Albany, Geraldton, Carnarvon and Kununurra), the service providers are the local regional development commissions, which were established under the Regional Development Commissions Act (Western Australia), 1993. To date, the Great Southern (Albany) and Mid West (Geraldton) Development Commissions have only needed to provide in-kind support from existing resources, as Austrade funding has been sufficient to cover other operating costs.

In the case of Carnarvon the regional development commissions, along with Austrade, are providing in-kind support to cover approximately 50% of the operating costs. The Department of Transport and Regional Services’ Regional Solutions Program is providing the remaining funding.

Outcomes 1 & 2

Topic:  Annual report

Hansard page 94

Senator Cook asked:

Can you tell me why the Austrade Annual Report in its priority sectors for the United States does not mention ferries on the list, eg Incat or Austal style of ferry?

Answer:

Austrade has examined the market prospects for fast ferries in the past.  However, the US domestic market is limited due to the Jones Act.  There are opportunities where third country ports are involved, but these have also been found to be limited.  The US Navy is currently studying our fast ferries and this may present opportunities in the future.

While Austrade will continue to monitor the opportunities for fast ferries, it believes that other marine sectors at this stage offer better prospects for Australian exporters to the US.

This year Austrade’s A-based marine specialist was posted to Atlanta for a three-month period to examine market opportunities in more depth and maximise benefits from key marine exhibitions in Florida.  This placement has led to a number of opportunities being identified, particularly in the recreational marine sector but also within US Government agencies, which Austrade is working with clients to capture.

Outcome 4

Topic:  Export Market Development Grants scheme

Hansard page 96

Senator Cook asked:

Did the Board accept all of the EMDG Review Committee’s recommendations, or did it accept some of them?  If there were recommendations made that were not adopted by the Board, could you table what they were?

Answer:

At the completion of the review process, the Steering Committee and the Board sub-committee met, discussed the review, and agreed on a set of recommendations and findings.  The Board subsequently accepted these in their entirety.
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