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BALI, INDONESIA, 29-30 MARCH 2011
CO-CHAIRS' STATEMENT

L. General Principles

1. We, the Foreign Ministers of Indonesia and Australia, had the honour to Co-Chair the
Fourth Bali Regional Ministerial Conference on People Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and
Related Transnational Crime in Bali, Indonesia on 29-30 March 2011, attended by Afghanistan,
Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Fiji, Indonesia, Iran,
Iraq, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nauru, Nepal, New Zealand, Palau,
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Islands,
Sri Lanka, Syria, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Vanuatu, and Viet Nam, as well as the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Director General of the International
Organization for Migration.

2. Canada, Italy, The Netherlands, Russian Federation, Spain, United States of America,
ASEAN Secretariat, ILO, International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC) and UNODC attended as observers.

3. Ministers recalled the Third Bali Regional Ministerial Conference on People Smuggling,
Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime, held in Bali on 14-15 April 2009, and
took note with appreciation of the ongoing activities and achievements of the Bali Process since
that date. Ministers reaffirmed the general principles on combating people smuggling,
trafficking in persons and related transnational crime, as outlined in the Co-Chairs’ Statement
from the Third Bali Process Ministerial Conference.

4. Ministers acknowledged that 2012 marks the ten-year commemoration of the First Bali
Regional Ministerial Conference on People Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Related
Transnational Crime held in Bali on 26-28 February 2002. In this context, Ministers highlighted
the important achievements reached through cooperation by States within the context of Bali
Process mechanisms and reaffirmed their strong and ongoing commitment to combating people
smuggling and trafficking in persons. Ministers affirmed that people smuggling and trafficking
in persons are related but distinct crimes, and that each requires a targeted response.

3. Ministers underlined the importance of all States increasing efforts to combat people
smuggling and trafficking in persons, and agreed on the need for enhancing and implementing
strong national legislation to criminalise these activities and confiscate the proceeds of crime
derived from the criminal activity; renewing efforts towards building greater consistency in
legal regimes; strengthening law enforcement mechanisms; and intensifying cooperation in the
prosecution of these activities in accordance with domestic law and international human rights
principles.

6. Ministers noted the large number of irregular migrants moving through the region and
expressed concern about the risks to the lives and human rights of those being smuggled and
trafficked. Ministers noted with concern the large number of lives lost due to the actions of
smugglers and traffickers.

&4 Ministers agreed that while border control and law enforcement initiatives are important
and effective measures to combat people smuggling and trafficking in persons, these measures
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