Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade

Budget estimates 2008–2009; June 2008

Answers to questions on notice from
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Question 1

Portfolio overview

Topic: Staff levels at Post

Hansard, p. 16

Senator Trood asked asked
A. What are the aggregate numbers of A-based DFAT staff at post by region? What level are they posted at and what are their functions?

B.
What is the number of locally engaged DFAT staff at each post?

Answer

A.
The department’s A-based staff establishment by region is listed below. In summary, there are: 

· 23 staff in Africa, comprising: 

· 6 Heads of Mission or Heads of Post; 

· 5 policy staff (1 Counsellor, 2 First Secretaries and 2 Third   Secretaries);

· 10 corporate/functional/consular staff (6 First Secretaries, 2 Second Secretaries and 2 Third Secretaries); 

· 2 mixed duties staff (Third Secretaries). 

· 73 in the Americas, comprising: 

· 12 Heads of Mission or Heads of Post; 

· 33 policy staff (2 Ministers, 2 Minister-Counsellors, 9 Counsellors, 15 First Secretaries, 1 Second Secretary and 4 Third Secretaries);

· 25 corporate/functional/consular staff (1 Minister-Counsellor, 2 Counsellors, 14 First Secretaries, 3 Second Secretaries and 5 Third Secretaries); 

· 3 mixed duties staff (Third Secretaries). 

· 118 in Europe, comprising: 

· 24 Heads of Mission or Heads of Post; 

· 55 policy staff (4 Ministers, 16 Counsellors, 22 First Secretaries and 13 Third Secretaries);

· 35 corporate/functional/consular staff (1 Minister-Counsellor, 5 Counsellors, 19 First Secretaries, 3 Second Secretaries and 7 Third Secretaries);

· 4 mixed duties staff (Third Secretaries). 

· 42 in the Middle East, comprising: 

· 9 Heads of Mission or Heads of Post; 

· 15 policy staff (1 Counsellor, 6 First Secretaries, 1 Second Secretary and 7 Third Secretaries);

· 16 corporate/functional/consular staff (11 First Secretaries and 5 Third Secretaries);

· 2 mixed duties staff (1 First Secretary and 1 Third Secretary). 

· 65 in North Asia, comprising: 

· 7  Heads of Mission or Heads of Post; 

· 35  policy staff (2 Ministers, 2 Minister-Counsellors, 11 Counsellors, 8 First Secretaries and 12 Third Secretaries);

· 22 corporate/functional/consular staff (2 Minister-Counsellors, 1 Counsellor, 7 First Secretaries, 3 Second Secretaries and 9 Third Secretaries);

· 1 mixed duties staff (1 First Secretary).  

· 60 in the Pacific, comprising: 

· 12 Heads of Mission or Heads of Post; 

· 25 policy staff (2 Minister-Counsellors, 4 Counsellors, 9 First Secretaries and 10 Third Secretaries);

· 20 corporate/functional/consular staff (3 Counsellors, 9 First Secretaries, 3 Second Secretaries and 5 Third Secretaries);

· 2 mixed duties staff (Third Secretaries)

· and 1 Medical Officer. 

· 34 in South Asia, comprising: 

· 6 Heads of Mission or Heads of Post; 

· 14 policy staff (1 Minister-Counsellor, 1 Counsellor, 7 First Secretaries, 1 Second Secretary and 4 Third Secretaries);

· 14 corporate/functional/consular staff (1 Counsellor, 8 First Secretaries and 5 Third Secretaries);

· and 115 staff in South East Asia, comprising: 

· 13 Heads of Mission or Heads of Post; 

· 47 policy staff (1 Minister, 5 Minister-Counsellors, 8 Counsellors, 13 First Secretaries, 2 Second Secretaries and 18 Third Secretaries);

· 48 corporate/functional/consular staff (1 Minister-Counsellor, 5 Counsellors, 14 First Secretaries, 6 Second Secretaries and 22 Third Secretaries);

· 2 mixed duties staff (Third Secretaries). 

· and 5 Medical Officers.

B.
The department’s locally-engaged staff (LES) are listed both by region and individual posts below.
LES Staff by region
	Region
	Number of LES

(headcount)

	Americas
	174

	Europe
	346

	Middle East and Africa
	162

	New Zealand & South Pacific
	147

	North Asia
	213

	South East Asia
	497

	Total
	1539


LES staff by post
	Region
	Post
	Number of LES

(headcount)

	Americas
	Brasilia
	10

	
	Buenos Aires
	11

	
	Chicago
	3

	
	Honolulu
	5

	
	Los Angeles
	9

	
	Mexico City
	13

	
	New York CG
	17

	
	New York UN
	7

	
	Ottawa
	8

	
	Port of Spain
	5

	
	Santiago
	14

	
	Washington
	72

	Americas Total
	 
	174

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Europe
	Ankara
	16

	
	Athens
	16

	
	Belgrade
	14

	
	Berlin
	19

	
	Brussels
	12

	
	Budapest
	9

	
	Copenhagen
	6

	
	Dublin
	7

	
	Geneva
	18

	
	Holy See
	1

	
	Lisbon
	6

	
	London
	69

	
	Madrid
	15

	
	Malta
	5

	
	Moscow
	28

	
	Nicosia
	6

	
	Paris Embassy
	29

	
	Rome
	20

	
	Stockholm
	8

	
	The Hague
	8

	
	Vienna
	15

	
	Warsaw
	11

	
	Zagreb
	8

	Europe Total
	 
	346

	
	
	

	Middle East and Africa
	Abu Dhabi
	9

	
	Abuja
	8

	
	Accra
	5

	
	Amman
	10

	
	Baghdad
	8

	
	Beirut
	14

	
	Cairo
	21

	
	Canakkale
	1

	
	Harare
	13

	
	Kuwait City
	6

	
	Nairobi
	11

	
	Port Louis
	4

	
	Pretoria
	14

	
	Ramallah
	4

	
	Riyadh
	13

	
	Tehran
	13

	
	Tel Aviv
	8

	Middle East and Africa Total
	 
	162

	
	
	

	
	
	

	New Zealand & South Pacific
	Apia
	5

	
	Honiara
	5

	
	Honiara - Ramsi
	7

	
	Nauru
	3

	
	Noumea
	7

	
	Nuku Alofa
	7

	
	Pohnpei
	6

	
	Port Moresby
	60

	
	Port Vila
	11

	
	Suva
	12

	
	Tarawa
	7

	
	Wellington
	17

	New Zealand & South Pacific Total
	147

	
	
	

	North Asia
	Beijing
	42

	
	Guangzhou
	22

	
	Hong Kong
	22

	
	Seoul
	22

	
	Shanghai
	35

	
	Taipei
	20

	
	Tokyo
	50

	North Asia Total
	 
	213

	
	
	

	South East Asia
	Bali
	9

	
	Bandar Seri B
	5

	
	Bangkok
	43

	
	Colombo
	14

	
	Dhaka
	14

	
	Dili
	21

	
	Hanoi
	22

	
	Ho Chi Minh City
	17

	
	Islamabad
	17

	
	Jakarta
	96

	
	Kabul
	3

	
	Kathmandu
	6

	
	Kuala Lumpur
	28

	
	Manila
	40

	
	New Delhi
	47

	
	Phnom Penh
	23

	
	Rangoon
	42

	
	Singapore
	31

	
	Vientiane
	19

	South East Asia Total
	 
	497

	
	
	

	Grand Total
	 
	1539


Question 2

Portfolio overview

Topic: Staff departures from DFAT

Hansard, pp. 19 & 28

Senator Trood asked asked
A.
What were the positions held by the 44 officers who left DFAT in the March quarter? What were the explanations for their departures?

B
What were the numbers, positions and explanations for departures for the following quarter?

Answer

A.
The reasons for separation, and the positions they occupied, of the 44 staff who separated from the department in the March quarter are detailed below:

	Number
	Reason
	Position Prior to Departure

	1
	Invalidity
	Long-term sick leave 

	2
	Move to another APS agency
	Director, Middle East Section

	3
	Move to another APS agency
	Third Secretary (Policy), London

	4
	Move to another APS agency
	Leave Without Pay – accompany spouse

	5
	Move to another APS agency
	Assistant Secretary, Consular Operations Branch

	6
	Move to another APS agency
	Executive Officer, International Law & Transnational Crime Section

	7
	Move to another APS agency
	Director, Counter Terrorism (Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear) Section

	8
	Move to another APS agency
	Desk Officer, Corporate Records Section

	9
	Move to another APS agency
	Executive Officer, Food Trade & Quarantine Section

	10
	Move to another APS agency
	Executive Officer, Passport Fraud Section

	11
	Move to another APS agency
	Executive Officer, Post Physical Security Taskforce

	12
	Move to another APS agency
	Executive Officer, European Security Unit

	13
	Move to another APS agency
	Assistant Secretary, Canada and Latin America Branch

	14
	Move to another APS agency
	Passports Officer, Newcastle Passport Office

	15
	Move to another APS agency
	Executive Officer, Security Implementation & Services Section

	16
	Resignation 
	Passports Officer, Sydney Passports Office

	17
	Retired
	Desk Officer, Staffing Operations Section

	18
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Conduct & Ethics Unit

	19
	Resignation
	Third Secretary (Policy), Beijing

	20
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, HOM SES Unit, Staffing Operations

	21
	Resignation
	Leave Without Pay 

	22
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Procurement & Contracts Governance Section

	23
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Trade Advocacy & Outreach Section

	24
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, People Smuggling, Refugees & Immigration Section

	25
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Africa Section

	26
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Passport Operations Section

	27
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Passport Operations Section

	28
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, ICT Finance and Contract Management Section

	29
	Resignation
	Long Service Leave 

	30
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Information Resources Branch

	31
	Resignation
	Program Officer, Victoria State Office

	32
	Resignation
	Assistant Secretary, Consular Operations Branch

	33
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Passport Strategy & Policy Section

	34
	Resignation
	Passports Officer, Brisbane Passports Office

	35
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Trade Liaison Section

	36
	Resignation
	Assistant Secretary, South & West Asia Branch

	37
	Resignation
	Director, Application Development Section, ICT Planning & Development Branch

	38
	Retired
	Executive Officer, Security Implementation & Service Section

	39
	Retired
	Senior Administrative Officer, Dili

	40
	Retired
	Head of Post, Hong Kong

	41
	Retired
	Long Service Leave

	42
	Retired
	Leave Without Pay 

	43
	Retired
	Executive Officer, Industrials Market Access Section

	44
	Voluntary Redundancy
	Long-term sick leave


B.
The reasons for separation, and the positions they occupied, of the 30 staff who separated from the department in the June quarter are detailed below:

	Number
	Reason
	Position Prior to Departure

	1
	Move to another APS agency
	Executive Officer, Canada & Latin America Section

	2
	Move to another APS agency
	Deputy Representative,Taipei, Australian Commerce and Industry Office

	3
	Move to another APS agency
	Executive Officer, Passport Operations Section

	4
	Move to another APS agency
	Executive Officer, Ministerial & Executive Liaison Section

	5
	Move to another APS agency
	Assistant Secretary, Services & Intellectual Property Branch

	6
	Move to another APS agency
	Executive Officer, China Economic and Trade Section

	7
	Move to another APS agency
	Consul (Policy), Hong Kong

	8
	Move to another APS agency
	Executive Officer, Middle East Section

	9
	Resignation
	Head of Post, Shanghai

	10
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Post Physical Security Task Force

	11
	Resignation
	Leave Without Pay

	12
	Resignation
	Leave Without Pay

	13
	Resignation
	Staff Counsellor

	14
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Malaysia, Brunei & Singapore Section

	15
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, International Media and Expos Section

	16
	Resignation
	Director, Internet & International Broadcasting Section

	17
	Resignation
	Personal Assistant, Europe Division

	18
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Pacific Regional Section

	19
	Resignation
	First Secretary (Policy), Tel Aviv

	20
	Retired
	Consular Officer, Consular Information Section

	21
	Resignation
	Assistant Secretary, Northern, Southern & Eastern Europe Branch

	22
	Resignation
	Long Service Leave

	23
	Retired 
	Executive Officer, Arms Control Section

	24
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Security Policy & Operations Section

	25
	Retired
	Long-term sick leave 

	26
	Retired
	Long Service Leave 

	27
	Retired
	Desk Officer, Council on Australia Latin America Relations Secretariat

	28
	Resignation
	Executive Officer, Industrials Market Access Section

	29
	Resignation
	Leave Without Pay 

	30
	Voluntary Redundancy
	Program Officer, South Australia State Office


Question 3

Portfolio overview

Topic: DFAT staff on leave without pay, working for industry.

Hansard, p. 24

Senator Milne asked asked
How many Canberra based staff from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade are currently on leave without pay working for industry? How many have done so in the last 3 years?

Answer

There are currently 4 staff from the department on leave without pay who are working for the private sector. In the last 3 years, 11 staff have worked for the private sector while on leave without pay, 1 of whom has since left the department.

Question 4

Portfolio overview

Topic: Budget savings—vacant positions 

Hansard, p. 29
Senator Trood asked asked
What positions will be left unfilled as a result of the January cuts?

Answer

As a result of the January cuts, the department reduced the number of full-time equivalent staff employed in Canberra by 9. These reductions have not been assigned to specific positions and have been achieved through attrition and slowed recruitment. Separately, the department removed 2 cultural diplomacy positions and 1 position devoted to negotiating the China Free Trade Agreement following the withdrawal of funding attached to those programs. The department also removed 20 positions from the overseas network, most of which will take effect in early July 2008. 

Question 5

Portfolio overview

Topic: Australian High Commissioner to the United Kingdom

Hansard, p. 33

Senator Trood asked asked 
Is the timing of the announcement for the High Commissioner to the United Kingdom taking longer than is standard practice?

Answer

The Government does not have a standard practice for timing the announcement of Heads of Mission appointments.

Question 6

Portfolio overview

Topic: Election promises within the portfolio’s area of responsibility.

Question in writing

Senator Fierravanti–Wells asked
A.
Does the list of items under the policy heading on the ALP website http://www.alp.org.au/ constitute the total sum of election "promises" made by the Rudd Government within the department’s portfolio?

B.
If not, please can you provide a comprehensive list which includes all promises referred to on the ALP website as well as those that were made but are not contained on the ALP website?
Answer

A & B.
As indicated in previous answers on this issue (answer to Questions on Notice 153 to 188 of 12 February 2008), the election commitments made by Federal Labor are on the public record. Those measures implementing commitments that are funded through Budget appropriations to the Foreign Affairs and Trade portfolio are detailed in the Departments’ Portfolio Budget Statements.
Question 7

Output 1.1.1: North Asia

Topic: Efforts by the Australian Embassy in Tokyo to establish contact between Japanese and Australian Prime Ministers

Hansard, p. 43

Senator Trood asked asked
What follow up did the Australian Embassy in Tokyo undertake with regard to the efforts made in January to facilitate a telephone conversation between the Japanese PM and the Australian Prime Minister?

Answer

The Australian Embassy in Tokyo was involved in efforts by the Australian Government in December 2007 and January 2008 to arrange a telephone call between the 2 prime ministers. These efforts also included discussions between the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Japanese Embassy in Canberra. Further to those efforts, the Australian Embassy in Tokyo was subsequently requested in May 2008 to coordinate with the Japanese Government arrangements for a telephone conversation that month. That phone call took place on 15 May 2008.

Question 8

Output 1.1.1: North Asia
Topic: Japan—whaling

Written question

Senator Siewert asked
A.
Does the Budget allow for costs associated with pursuing international litigation against Japan for its whaling practices or for the costs associated with sending a Whales envoy to Japan? From where would these costs be met?  

B.
What type of work has the Department undertaken to investigate possible legal avenues to stop Japanese whaling in the Southern Ocean?

C.
Has the Department made any response to the claims on the website of Japan’s Institute of Cetacean Research that the Oceanic Viking impeded their research and endangered their vessels?

D.
Has the Department done any work in Japan - beyond formal representations made by visiting Ministers—to raise awareness about Australia’s position on whaling, and to dispel public misapprehensions about Australia?

E.
Has the Department made representations to Japan regarding the “Stolen Whale Meat” scandal that has been uncovered in Japan?

F.
Can you detail how the Department has used the evidence that was collected by the Oceanic Viking during its monitoring of the Japanese Whaling fleet? Has this evidence been shared with any other countries?

Answer

A.
Costs associated with pursuing international litigation against Japan were not considered in the 2008/09 budget, as no decision has yet been made to pursue such litigation. The Government is carefully considering international legal action and will make a decision at an appropriate time.  Should a decision be taken to commence a case, the Government would need to consider budget implications.


The appointment of a special envoy is being considered by the Government. Costs associated with sending any envoy to Japan would be met by the Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

B.
The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has, together with the Attorney-General’s Department, provided legal advice to the Government with respect to Japanese whaling in the Southern Ocean. The Attorney-General’s Department also commissioned an opinion, on behalf of the Government, from Professor James Crawford SC, the Whewell Professor of International Law at the University of Cambridge.

C.
The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade made representations to the Japanese Government on 3 separate occasions in response to the claims on the website of the Institute of Cetacean Research (ICR) regarding the Oceanic Viking. The Department registered its strong concern about the inaccurate claims on the ICR website.

D.
The Australian Embassy in Japan has been very active in its advocacy of Australia’s position on whaling with relevant Japanese politicians, ministries and the media. During visits to regional Japan, the Ambassador and other Embassy staff have actively promoted Australia’s approach. Australian ministers have given interviews to Japanese media explaining Australia’s position. The Embassy’s Public Diplomacy section has provided information directly to interested segments of the media and the public about Australia’s position. The Embassy made available a Japanese version of the Australian Government’s proposal on the Future of the IWC. Information and relevant media releases are translated into Japanese and placed on the Australian Embassy website.  

E.
The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has not made representations to Japan regarding the reported whale meat scandal. This is a domestic matter for the Japanese Government. 

F.
The evidence is being analysed by the Australian Government and will be taken into account by the Government when deciding whether to commence international legal action. It would be counter-productive to the successful running of any such case to reveal details of the analysis undertaken or the relevance the evidence may have to any possible legal case. 


Other than the images that were released publicly on 7 February 2008, the evidence has not been shared with any other country.

Question 9

Output 1.1.1: North Asia

Topic: Prime Minister’s Visit to China

Question in writing

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked
What contact did any DFAT staff have with Mr Tang, the Beijing AustChina Technology Company or its Chinese parent company during the Prime Minister's visit to China?

Answer

DFAT staff had no contact with Mr Tang, the Beijing AustChina Technology Company or its Chinese parent company during the Prime Minister’s visit to China.

Question 10

Output: 1.1.1: North Asia
Topic: Exports to Korea

Hansard, pp. 50–51 (3/6)

Senator Trood asked
A.
Are there other sectors of Australian exports to Korea that will be impacted by the US-Korea FTA? Has Minister Crean met with the Minister for Agriculture to discuss the situation?

B.
Has Minister Crean been made aware of submissions from industry, the NFF and MLA on the proposed FTA with Korea? Will these submissions be made public?

Answer
A.
Subject to the US-Korea FTA entering into force, it is anticipated that it will cover wine, dairy products, medicaments and combustion engines. As a result, Australian exports will face increased competition in the Korean market on these products.


Mr Crean has not yet had the opportunity to meet the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry to discuss this situation; however he has met the Korean Minister for Trade on a number of occasions and speaks to him regularly on the phone. The discussions have canvassed the WTO Doha Round, APEC and other regional economic and trade developments and our bilateral trade relationship including the Australia-Korea FTA study.

B.
Mr Crean is aware of submissions from industry, the NFF and MLA on the proposed FTA with Korea. Submissions were received between March and October 2007. Submissions were provided at that time to the consultant undertaking the FTA study. The submissions have not been made public—and several contributors requested that their submissions remain confidential. 

Question 11

Output 1.1.4: Europe

Topic: Paris Embassy and Woodside

Hansard, pp. 24 & 25

Senator Milne asked
A.
Was the Australian Embassy in Paris aware of amendments to the 4 offshore oil and gas production agreements between Woodside and the displaced government of Mauritania?

B.
Was the Australian Embassy in Paris aware of any role that Mr Augustin may have had in brokering the $100 million payment to the Mauritanian Government?
Answer

A.
Yes. The Australian Embassy in Paris became aware of amendments to the 4 offshore oil and gas production agreements between Woodside and the displaced government of Mauritania following the change in government in Mauritania and after the amendments became a subject of contention between Woodside and the new government.

B.
No.
Question 12

Output 1.1.4: Europe

Topic: Australia’s diplomatic post to the Holy See.

Question in writing

Senator Payne asked

A.
Is there currently, or has there been, any consideration of a possible amalgamation of the Australian mission to the Holy See and the Australian Embassy in Rome?

B.
Are there any plans to amalgamate the Missions in the future?
Answer

A.
No. 
B.
No

Question 13

Output 1.1.5: South and West Asia, Middle East and Africa
Topic: Democratic Republic of Congo

Hansard, p. 60

Senator Payne asked
A.
Has the government had any correspondence or interaction with the Congolese Government since the peace deal was signed in 2008? Does the government have any intention to support in any other way further consolidation of the restabilisation progress?

Answer

The Government has not had any substantial direct contact with the Government of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) since the peace deal was signed in January 2008.
The Australian Government does not have an Embassy in the DRC and does not have formal diplomatic relations with the DRC Government.

In October 2007 Australia commenced efforts to establish diplomatic relations with the DRC. Australia has not yet received a response to this request.  Australian Heads of Mission in Nairobi and Harare have followed up this request with the Government of the DRC on several occasions. 

There was informal contact between Australian Heads of Mission and the DRC Ambassador to South Africa in February 2008 at the Mining Indaba conference held in South Africa. 

The Australian Governor General sent a National Day message to the President of the DRC in May 2008 to mark the anniversary of the DRC’s Independence Day. 

Australia has not provided any direct bilateral humanitarian assistance to the DRC since the peace accord was signed. 

A large proportion of Australia’s aid to Africa is for UN humanitarian relief programs, including those in the DRC.  Australia’s contributions are distributed by various UN agencies. It is therefore difficult to calculate precisely Australia’s contributions to the DRC.  

Australia is assisting the peace process in the DRC through support for the United Nations Organisation Mission in the DRC (MONUC).  In 2007/08 Australia provided nearly US$14.5 million to MONUC.

Australia has implemented fully into domestic law UN Security Council (UNSC) sanctions in relation to the DRC.  These sanctions include restrictions on the supply, sale or transfer to all non-DRC governmental entities and individuals operating in the territory of the DRC of arms or related matériel, and of the provision to the DRC of assistance, advice, training, financing or financial assistance related to military activities, with limited exceptions as outlined in relevant UN resolutions. They also included travel and financial restrictions in relation to individuals and entities sanctioned by the UNSC Committee responsible for DRC–related sanctions. 
Question 14

Output 1.1.5: South and West Asia, Middle East and Africa
Topic: Australian presence in Sudan.

Hansard, p. 60

Senator Payne asked
A.
Have there been any requests made to the Australian Government to provide more Australian Federal Police (AFP) or Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel in Sudan?

B.
What is the timeframe for a response to the Prime Minister’s offer to provide 9 people for UNAMID?

C.
What about in relation to UNMIS?

Answer

As at 8 July 2008:

A.
The Australian Government has not received any requests for additional Australian Defence Force (ADF) or Australian Federal Police (AFP) personnel to the United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) or the United Nations–African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID). Australia remains committed to maintaining the 15 ADF and 10 AFP personnel already with UNMIS and plans to deploy 9 ADF personnel to UNAMID in late–July 2008. 

B.
The UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) has accepted Australia’s nominations for the nine Australian Defence Force Personnel for UNAMID. 1 of these was a competitive position, which was awarded to an Australian officer on merit. The deployment of the 9 officers remains subject to Sudanese Government approval. Defence is planning for a late-July deployment.

C.
No AFP personnel in UNMIS have been deployed to Abyei. As a result, no AFP personnel were affected by the fighting in Abyei in May 2008.  


No ADF personnel in UNMIS were injured as a result of fighting in May in Abyei, and as far as the ADF is aware, no ADF personnel were redeployed from their working locations as a result of the fighting.
Question 15

Output 1.1.5: South and West Asia, Middle East and Africa
Topic: Western Sahara

Hansard, pp. 63 & 64

Senator Allison asked
A.
How has Australia voted in the UN on the issue of the use of resources in Western Sahara? 

B.
Can you confirm that Norway has imposed a trade embargo?

C.
What progress has been made on providing assistance to the 160,000 refugees living outside the Western Sahara in camps?
Answer

A.
UN General Assembly resolutions on Western Sahara have generally been adopted by consensus in recent times. Since 1997, 2 UN General Assembly resolutions have been put to a vote, in 2004 and 2006. Australia abstained on these resolutions.
B.
Norway has not imposed a trade embargo on imports from Western Sahara. 
C.
Refugees living outside the Western Sahara receive assistance through United Nations programs such as WFP and UNHCR, funded by donations from countries including Spain, Sweden and the United States, as well as the European Commission.


AusAID has not provided assistance specifically to Western Sahara refugees.
Question 16

Output 1.1.5: South and West Asia, Middle East and Africa
Topic: Australian Government assistance to Australian companies in Zimbabwe.

Hansard, p. 65

Senator Nettle asked
A.
Does the Australian Government provide any assistance to Australian companies investing in Zimbabwe?

Answer

The Australian Government provides information on market conditions in response to queries from Australian companies and offers consular information.
Question 17

Output 1.1.5: South and West Asia, Middle East and Africa
Topic: Zimbabwe—Representations by Prime Minister to UN Secretary General

Question in writing

Senator Fifield asked
A.
Did Prime Minister Rudd raise the issue of Zimbabwe and/or President Robert Mugabe with the Secretary General of the United Nations?
B.
If so, what points did Mr Rudd make to the Secretary General about how the UN and/or Australia could assist the situation?

Answer

A. 
Yes.  The Prime Minister raised the issue of Zimbabwe with UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon in a telephone conversation on 30 June 2008. 


Foreign Minister Smith also raised Zimbabwe with the Secretary General in Rome in early June 2008 while attending the Food and Agricultural Summit. 

B. 
Mr Rudd discussed the situation in Zimbabwe including likely developments at the meeting of the African Union in Egypt and what might be discussed by the UN Security Council.
Question 18

Output 1.1.5: South and West Asia, Middle East and Africa
Topic: Australian Government involvement with marking ‘Nakba’.

Hansard, p. 65
Senator Nettle asked
A.
Did the Australian Government have any involvement in any ceremonies or anniversaries to mark the event that the Palestinians refer to as ‘Nakba’?
Answer

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is not aware of any representation by the Australian Government at functions commemorating ‘Al Nakba’.

Question 19

Output 1.1.5: South and West Asia, Middle East and Africa
Topic: Australian Government discussions with Israel over the naming of forests.

Hansard, p. 65

Senator Nettle asked
Have there been any discussions about the Israeli Government naming a forest after Prime Minister Rudd?
Answer

The Australian Government is not aware of any such discussions.

Question 20

Output 1.1.5: South and West Asia, Middle East and Africa

Topic: Suspension from Afghan Parliament—Ms Malalai Joya

Hansard, p. 62 (2/6)

Senator Payne asked
A.
What advice can the Department provide in relation to Ms Malalai Joya’s passport being revoked by the Afghan Parliament?

B.
What representations has the Government made to the Afghan government in relation to Ms Malalai Joya, if any?

Answer

The Australian Government is aware of Ms Joya’s case and recent publicity highlighting her parliamentary suspension. The Australian Government has not made specific representations regarding Ms Joya’s case. 

The Government strongly supports inclusive, democratic and transparent parliamentary processes in Afghanistan, including the right of elected members to voice their views under the protection of parliamentary privilege. At the same time, the Government also recognises the right of the Afghan Parliament to take appropriate action to defend and uphold the integrity of its institutions and elected representatives. Ultimately, we consider the issue of Ms Joya’s suspension to be a matter for the Afghan parliament and people and, as necessary, Afghanistan’s justice system.  

The Government will continue to monitor developments in Ms Joya’s case and reinforce its expectations that Afghan citizens will be treated in full accordance with Afghan law.
Question 21

Output 1.1.5: South and West Asia, Middle East and Africa
Topic: Zimbabwe Refugees

Hansard, p. 61

Senator MacDonald

A.
Has Australia contributed any assistance to the refugee flow that has increased since the last presidential election?

B.
How is that aid administered?

Answer

A.
Australia has provided assistance to Zimbabwean people displaced by election-related violence.  Other humanitarian assistance has included essential food aid through the World Food Programme. Australia’s estimated aid to Zimbabwe in 2007–08 was approximately $13.6 million.
B.
Australia’s humanitarian assistance to Zimbabwe is provided through international agencies and non-government organisations.

Question 22

Output 1.1.6: Pacific
Topic: Reported comments about ‘abrogation’ of the constitution in Fiji.

Hansard, p. 73

Senator Payne asked
What is the Australian Government’s view about a reported so-called ‘abrogation’ of the Fiji constitution, given the undertaking that was made to preserve the constitution?
Answer

The Australian Government is deeply concerned by comments made by Commodore Bainimarama in June 2008 that he was prepared to abrogate Fiji’s Constitution to “find a way forward”. This would be a retrograde step for Fiji and one that might cause significant discontent in Fiji. 

Australia, along with other Pacific Island Forum countries and members of the international community, including the United States, United Nations, the European Union and the Commonwealth, continues to call on Fiji to restore democracy through the holding of elections by the end of March 2009 and to uphold the rule of law. 

A Ministerial Contact Group, established at the Auckland meeting, will monitor progress by the regime towards holding elections and report back to Forum Leaders at their meeting in Niue in August 2008. Australia is a member of the Ministerial Contact Group, along with New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Tonga and Tuvalu. 

It would also be contrary to the commitment made by Commodore Bainimarama at the October 2007 Pacific Island Forum meeting when he undertook to hold an election in the first quarter of 2009 and to conduct this election in accordance with Fiji’s Constitution. At their meeting in Auckland in March 2008, Forum Foreign Ministers, including the Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Hon Stephen Smith MP, reinforced the importance of the Fiji interim government honouring this undertaking. 

Question 23

Output 1.1.6: Pacific
Topic: Possible Pacific guest worker scheme

Hansard, p. 76

Senator Payne asked
A.
When was DFAT first involved in discussions regarding a possible Pacific guest worker scheme?

B.
Have there been any initial observations made by the responsible minister, parliamentary secretaries or DFAT in relation to the Swinburne report?
Answer

A.
DFAT (and AusAID) have been involved in interdepartmental work on a possible Pacific seasonal labour mobility pilot scheme from the outset of Ministerial discussion of the issue. Both were members from the outset of the DIAC–led interdepartmental steering committee and interdepartmental working group established in mid–March 2008 to produce a detailed report for Ministerial consideration, and participated in stakeholder consultations and visits.

B.
No. But we will closely examine some criticisms in the report of the New Zealand Recognised Seasonal Employer (RSE) scheme in light of our own dialogue with New Zealand authorities, and of Pacific island and World Bank perspectives in support of a well–designed Pacific labour mobility scheme.

Question 24

Output 1.1.6: Pacific
Topic: Attendance at the roundtable on labour mobility issues in Nadi, 5–6 June

Hansard, p. 90

Senator Payne asked
Can a report of the outcomes of this meeting be provided to the committee?
Answer

Yes. The outcomes document from that meeting is attached. 
· Attachment: 'Private sector round table meeting: information on emerging labour markets, issues, challenges and opportunities for forum island countries', Nadi, Fiji, June 2008.
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Question 25

Output 1.1.7: Bilateral, regional and multilateral trade negotiations
Topic: $30 million ‘Strengthening Global Food Security’ commitment.

Question in writing

Senator Payne asked
With regard to the ‘comprehensive action plan’ to address global food security:

What are the specific barriers that impede the trade of agricultural products that the government intends to dismantle?
Answer

As the Minister for Foreign Affairs announced on 1 May 2008, the Government has tasked agencies to work together in developing a comprehensive action plan for long–term food security measures, drawing on Australia’s expertise in agriculture, including semi-arid agriculture and adaptation. This action plan is currently being developed.

Since the Minister’s announcement, the Government has lifted Australia’s engagement in international efforts to address the root causes of food insecurity in developing countries. Increased advocacy for international trade policy reform has been a key part of the Government’s efforts.

The Government’s advocacy has focussed on building international support for comprehensive reform of global agriculture markets. In particular, the Government has encouraged members of the World Trade Organization (WTO) to conclude the Doha Round of trade negotiations this year. These negotiations have been underway since 2001 and concluding them is the most effective measure the international community can take in the short-term to improve the flow of agricultural and food products around the world.


Australia is working in the WTO to ensure that a successful conclusion to the Doha Round includes:

· the reduction of import tariffs on agricultural and food products;

· the removal or reduction of export subsidies on agricultural products; and

· the reduction of agricultural production subsidies, particularly in developed countries, that distort international markets.

The Government has also used its regular bilateral contacts with governments and its participation in regional bodies such as APEC to argue for the removal of barriers to agricultural trade. In particular, the Government has urged countries to remove restrictions imposed on the export of food and agricultural products and non-tariff barriers to trade that add significantly to the cost and time required to deliver food to consumers.

Question 26

Output 1.1.9: International organisations, legal and environment
Topic: Mr Habib Rendition—DFAT representation at meeting on 23 October

Hansard, p. 23

Senator Nettle asked
Has Denis Richardson been consulted as to who represented the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade at the meeting held on the 23rd of October?
Answer

Mr Richardson has been asked whether he recalled who represented the Department at the meeting believed to have been on 23 October. Mr Richardson provided the names of 2 officers, either of whom he thought might have been at the meeting. Those officers have been contacted. Neither officer confirmed attendance at the meeting.
Question 27

Output 1.1.9: International organisations, legal and environment
Topic: The ‘Group of Friends’ for the Responsibility to Protect.

Question in writing

Senator Payne asked
A.
What role is Australia playing in the ‘Group of Friends’ for the responsibility to protect (R2P)?

B.
Has the department started preparations for discussions relating to R2P that are expected to take place at this year’s United Nations General Assembly?
Answer

A.
Australia is an active participant in the Friends of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) Group and its meetings. The primary focus of the Group is to consolidate core support for the R2P principle through the maintenance of a critical mass of cross-regional voices with the same message. It provides a forum for the sharing of information on activities. It is also useful for ensuring a common baseline of knowledge in relation to R2P fundamentals.

B.
The Department monitors international consideration of the R2P principle closely. In the event that the United Nations General Assembly takes up consideration of the R2P principle at its 63rd session this year, Australia will be an active participant in discussions.

Question 28

Output 1.1.9: International organisations, legal and environment
Topic: Membership of the International Whaling Commission

Hansard, p. 45

Senator Trood asked
A.
Has there been any change in the constitution of the International Whaling Commission in terms of its membership since its last meeting?
Answer

At the time of the question on 2 June 2008, Uruguay, Romania and the Republic of the Congo had joined the International Whaling Commission subsequent to the last annual meeting in June 2007.
Question 29

Output 1.1.10: Security, nuclear disarmament and non–proliferation.
Topic: Cluster Munitions

Hansard, pp. 83–85 & 88

Senators Allison and Nettle asked
A.
Given that Israel manufactures the M85, are they considered to be a major stockpiler of cluster munitions?

B.
How many of the countries considered to be major stockpilers of cluster munitions do we engage in joint operations with?

C.
What are the sanctions in place for a breach of the forthcoming treaty?

D
Does the treaty prevent the United States from using cluster munitions during joint operations with Australia? Does it prevent the use or storage of them in Australia?

E.
Did Australia attempt to negotiate wording in the draft of the treaty which would allow interoperability with our allies as long as they did not use cluster munitions in that theatre of war?
Answer

A.
According to Human Rights Watch, Israel is one of 75 countries that stockpiles cluster munitions.


The Convention is not open for signature until 3 December 2008. Australia has no obligations at present as it has neither signed nor ratified the Convention. Australia does not envisage any changes in the draft text that was negotiated at the Dublin Diplomatic Conference. Accordingly, our obligations, should we decide to sign and ratify, would be those contained in the final text of that Conference.

B.
This question is more appropriately directed to the Department of Defence.

C.
Article 8 of the draft treaty provides as follows: 

Article 8 

Facilitation and clarification of compliance 
1. The States Parties agree to consult and cooperate with each other regarding the implementation of the provisions of this Convention and to work together in a spirit of cooperation to facilitate compliance by States Parties with their obligations under this Convention. 

2. If one or more States Parties wish to clarify and seek to resolve questions relating to a matter of compliance with the provisions of this Convention by another State Party, it may submit, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, a Request for Clarification of that matter to that State Party. Such a request shall be accompanied by all appropriate information. Each State Party shall refrain from unfounded Requests for Clarification, care being taken to avoid abuse. A State Party that receives a Request for Clarification shall provide, through the Secretary–General of the United Nations, within 28 days to the requesting State Party all information that would assist in clarifying the matter. 

3. If the requesting State Party does not receive a response through the Secretary-General of the United Nations within that time period, or deems the response to the Request for Clarification to be unsatisfactory, it may submit the matter through the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the next Meeting of States Parties. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the submission, accompanied by all appropriate information pertaining to the Request for Clarification, to all States Parties. All such information shall be presented to the requested State Party which shall have the right to respond. 

4. Pending the convening of any Meeting of States Parties, any of the States Parties concerned may request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to exercise his or her good offices to facilitate the clarification requested. 

5. Where a matter has been submitted to it pursuant to paragraph 3 of this Article, the Meeting of States Parties shall first determine whether to consider that matter further, taking into account all information submitted by the States Parties concerned. If it does so determine, the Meeting of States Parties may suggest to the States Parties concerned ways and means further to clarify or resolve the matter under consideration, including the initiation of appropriate procedures in conformity with international law. In circumstances where the issue at hand is determined to be due to circumstances beyond the control of the requested State Party, the Meeting of States Parties may recommend appropriate measures, including the use of cooperative measures referred to in Article 6 of this Convention. 

6. In addition to the procedures provided for in paragraphs 2 to 5 of this Article, the Meeting of States Parties may decide to adopt such other general procedures or specific mechanisms for clarification of compliance, including facts, and resolution of instances of non-compliance with the provisions of this Convention as it deems appropriate.

D.
Consistent with fundamental principles of international law, only states who ratify the treaty will incur obligations under it. Accordingly, were the United States to ratify the Convention it would be prevented from using cluster munitions during joint or any other type of operations. 


Article 3 requires States Parties to separate all cluster munitions under its jurisdiction and control from munitions retained for operational use and mark them for the purpose of destruction. 

E.
The Australian Government strongly supports a ban on cluster munitions that cause unacceptable harm to civilians. The Government negotiated for a text with a strong humanitarian outcome, particularly in regard to the protection of civilians in conflict zones, victim assistance and clearance of affected areas. The Government was also concerned to ensure that cooperation between nations, including peace enforcement and other joint operations with States that may not become a party to the treaty is able to continue. 

Question 30

Output 1.1.10: Security, nuclear disarmament and non–proliferation
Topic: Nuclear disarmament in the Middle East.

Hansard, p. 94

Senator Nettle asked
A.
Has the government made any representations to countries in the Middle East, other than Israel, about a nuclear weapon-free zone in the Middle East?
Answer

Since coming to office, the Government has expressed its support for a nuclear weapon-free zone in the Middle East at the opening plenary meeting of the 2008 session of the Conference on Disarmament (January 2008) and at the Second Preparatory Committee for the 2010 NPT Review Conference (May 2008).  The issue has also been discussed bilaterally with Egypt.

Question 31

Output 1.1.10: Security, nuclear disarmament and non–proliferation
Topic: Regional Maritime Security Capacity Building programme—Indonesian ports.

Question in writing

Senator Payne asked
On Monday 2 June 2008 at the Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade, Ms Rawson, First Assistant Secretary, International Security Division, observed that some Indonesian ports are not compliant with the International Ship and Port Facility Security Regulations (ISPS).

A.
Which are the ports to which she refers?

B.
Are they major ports?

C.
What shipping do they handle?

D.
Do they handle international shipping?

E.
Do these ports deal with shipping that trades with Australia or proceeds to Australian ports?

F.
Does DFAT agree with the declaration by the US Coastguard that Indonesian ports are not compliant with the ISPS?
Answer

A.
The relevant United States Coast Guard Port Security Advisory (PSA) (see attached document) specifies only the Indonesian port facilities exempted from the PSA, and does not provide a comprehensive list of all (non–compliant) Indonesian port facilities.

B.
Yes.
C.
A range of freight types including livestock, mining products, oil and petroleum products.

D.
Yes.

E.
Australian Government statistics provide details of the port which a ship has originated from but not the port facility. It is likely, however, that Indonesian port facilities which service maritime trade into and out of Australia are among those covered by the US Coast Guard’s PSA.

F.
The PSA listing was the result of a US Coast Guard audit of Indonesian port facilities. The Australian Government does not conduct port security audits overseas and is not in a position to verify the outcomes of the US Coast Guard audit. The Australian Government takes a multi-agency risk based approach to addressing border and security threats from vessels visiting Australian ports that have originated from, or transited through, regional ports. Relevant agencies assess incoming maritime traffic against agency specific risk drivers and respond accordingly.


The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government advises that Australian border and security agencies continue to consider the US Coast Guard's PSA for Indonesia in the context of their own security risk assessments of ships calling at Australian ports, and respond accordingly. 

· Attachment: US Department of Homeland Security, United States Coast Guard—International Port Security Program: Port Security Advisory (1–08), dated
25 February 2008
pages 29 (a)–(c)

Question 32

Output 1.1.10: Security, nuclear disarmament and non–proliferation
Topic: Regional Maritime Security Capacity Building programme—Security Assessment

Question in writing

Senator Payne asked
With regard to the decision by the Government to cut back by $7.8 million over the forward estimates period, the Regional Maritime Security Capacity Building programme, did DFAT provide a security assessment regarding port security in Indonesia that informed this decision?
Answer: No.

Question 33

Output 1.1.10: Security, nuclear disarmament and non–proliferation
Topic: Regional Maritime Security Capacity Building programme—Funding

Question in writing

Senator Payne asked
Senator Conroy, when representing the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government at the Senate Standing Committee on Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport on Tuesday 19 February 2008 noted that, with regard to maritime security and Australian Government funding, that “the security outlook and the resourcing match”. 

On what basis then with regard to Regional Maritime Security Capacity Building Programme does Australia’s “security outlook and the resourcing match”?
Answer

DFAT is not able to comment on the resourcing issues of other departments. 

Question 34

Output 1.1.10: Security, nuclear disarmament and non–proliferation
Topic: Attendance at ‘Generation IV’ meetings by DFAT or ASNO officials.

Hansard, p. 93

Senator Nettle asked
Have any DFAT officials, including ASNO, attended any meetings on ‘Generation IV’ nuclear energy?
Answer

On 17 September 2007, the Director General of the Australian Safeguards and Non-Proliferation Office and a DFAT officer from Australia’s Washington Embassy participated in a discussion with the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Generation IV International Forum (GIF) in Vienna regarding Australia’s interest in joining GIF. GIF was also among a range of issues discussed in meetings of DFAT officers from the Washington Embassy with US Department of Energy officials in 2007.
Question 35

Output 1.1.10: Security, nuclear disarmament and non–proliferation
Topic: Uranium exports to India

Hansard, p. 54 (3/6)

Senator Ellison asked
Did DFAT officials discuss the issue of uranium exports to India with officials who accompanied the Indian Minister of Science and Technology on his recent visit to Australia?
Answer

No. DFAT officials did not discuss uranium exports to India with officials accompanying the Indian Minister of Science and Technology on his February 2008 visit to Australia.

Question 36

Output 2.1.1: Consular services
Topic: Whereabouts consular cases

Hansard, pp. 102, 103 & 104

Senator Trood asked
What are the statistical breakdowns of whereabouts cases for particular regions?
Answer

The statistical breakdowns of whereabouts cases for particular regions in the years 2005–06 and 2007–08 are:

	Region
	2005–06
	2007–08

	Africa
	121
	2583

(including Kenya crisis 1002 cases and Zimbabwe crisis 1469 cases)

	Asia
	4503 

(including Indonesia crisis 4367 cases)
	4878

(including Thailand crisis 629 cases and China crisis 3420 cases)

	Caribbean
	8
	18

	Central America
	92
	22

	Europe
	2943

(including United Kingdom crisis 2872 cases)
	2489

(including Turkey crisis 2269 cases)

	Middle East
	27
	3301

(including Lebanon crisis 3277 cases)

	North America
	258
	

	Oceania
	493

(including Solomon Islands crisis 470 cases)
	

	South America
	10
	

	Total
	8,455
	13,291


Question 37

Output 2.1.2: Passport services
Topic: Australian Documents of Identity

Hansard, p. 107

Senator Nettle asked
Can you provide a list of countries that do not recognise Australian Documents of Identity as valid travel documents?
Answer

The following countries do not recognise Australian Documents of Identity as valid travel documents:

Aruba

Bahamas

Bosnia Herzegovina

Costa Rica

Dominican Republic

Federated States of Micronesia

Greece

Grenada

Guyana

Haiti

Italy

Jamaica

Netherlands Antilles

Saudi Arabia

St Kitts/Nevis

Suriname

Sweden

Yemen

Question 38

Enabling Services
Topic: Appropriations for outputs 1.3.1. and 1.4

Hansard, p. 94

Senator Trood asked
A.
What is the explanation for the apparent decline of around 17% in appropriations for output 1.3.1?

B.
What is the explanation for the apparent decline of around 17% in appropriations for output 1.4?
Answer

A & B.
DFAT manages its budget internally on an input rather than an outcome / output basis. To meet its outcome reporting responsibilities, DFAT uses a mathematical formulation, based on an Activity Based Costing (ABC) model developed in 1999–2000. Notional budgets are allocated across Outcomes 1, 2 and 3, and then their respective outputs, based on the percentages developed under this ABC model, with the percentages modified when new funding is received for specific outcomes/outputs.

In Table 2.1.1, ‘Total Resources for Outcome 1’, in DFAT’s Portfolio Budget Statements 2008–09, total resources for Outcome 1 are $11.9 million less than in 2007-08 (2 per cent reduction). This decrease accurately reflects Outcome 1’s share of the full year impact of the savings requirements announced at Additional Estimates 2007–08, various inflation and foreign exchange parameter adjustments (including funding reductions associated with the strong Australian dollar) offset by the specific additional funding received for Outcome 1 relating to Afghanistan and the temporary reversal of the budget sustainability savings. The two supplementations have been applied solely to Output 1.1, in view of their purpose. Accordingly, the Output 1.1 allocation, as reflected in the table, has increased relative to that in 2007–08. The remaining Outcome 1 outputs have therefore been significantly reduced to reflect the overall 2% reduction in Outcome 1. The Department will however manage its internal allocation of resources in 2008–09 to only reduce Outcome 1 outputs overall by an average of 2 per cent.

Question 39

Enabling Services
Topic: Appointments to boards, advisory committees, or any other quasi–autonomous non–governmental organisations since 24 November 2007.

Question in writing

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked
A.
What appointments have been made to boards, advisory committees, or any other quasi-autonomous non-governmental organisations (quangos) within the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and attached agencies areas of responsibility since 24 November 2007?

B.
Can you provide a list of all quangos within the Department and attached agencies areas of responsibility?

Answer

A.
For appointments made between 24 November 2007 and 18 February 2008 refer to Senate Question on Notice 117 (tabled in Hansard, on 13 May 2008).

Appointments made between 19 February and 30 June 2008 are as follows:

DFAT

· On 23 May Mr John McFarlane, former CEO of the ANZ Banking Group, was appointed the Australian representative on the Governing Board of the Economic Research Institute of ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA).

· On 12 June Mr Crean announced the appointment of Mr Lindsay Fox and Mr John Denton to the Australian APEC Business Advisory Council.
· On 25 June Mr Crean appointed Mr Ian Buchanan as Chair of the Australian Pacific Economic Cooperation Committee (AUSPECC).
ACIAR

· On 15 May 2008 the Hon Stephen Smith MP made the following part-time appointments to the Policy Advisory Council for terms of 3 years each. Each appointment has the support of the Head of Mission in each country: 

· Member, Policy Advisory Council – Dr Arsenio Balisacan is the Director of the Southeast Asian Regional Centre for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA), based in the Philippines. 

· Member, Policy Advisory Council – Dr Monthathip Changphengxay is the Director General of the National Agriculture and Forestry Research Institute (NAFRI) in Lao PDR. 

· Member, Policy Advisory Council – Mr Peter Forau is the Deputy Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat in Fiji. 

· Member, Policy Advisory Council – Dr Men Sarom is the Director of the Cambodian Agricultural Research and Development Institute (CARDI). 

· Member, Policy Advisory Council – Dr Muhammad Tusneem is the Chairman of the Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC). 

· Member, Policy Advisory Council – Mr Brown Bai is the Managing Director of the Tola Investments Limited in Papua New Guinea.  

· Member, Policy Advisory Council – Dr Patricio Faylon is the Executive Director of the Philippine Council for Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources Research and Development. 

B.
AUSAID
· Centre for Democratic Institutions
Question 40

Enabling Services

Topic: Prime Minister's overseas travel 27 March to 13 April.

Senator Fierravanti–Wells asked in writing, and
Senator Cormann asked in Hansard, pp. 98–99 
In relation to the Prime Minister’s overseas trip from 27 March to13 April can you provide details of:

A. any costs of the visit incurred including any additional costs borne by posts that were associated with additional expenditure beyond normal operations,

B. DFAT staff who accompanied the Prime Minister, and accommodation details, including where various DFAT staff stayed?

Answer

A.  
The costs included below are significant costs incurred by DFAT, including posts (to calculate all costs would represent an unreasonable diversion of resources). All costs are correct as at 4 July 2008.

DFAT costs:

For travel by the DFAT Secretary:

Air/train fares  $8938.30

Accommodation  $1796.06

Travel allowance/meals  $1537.18

For travel by two relief staff from other European posts:

Airfares  $4328.07

Accommodation/travel allowance/meals  $5833.56

Post costs:

Honolulu:
$468.58

Washington:
$41,910.84

New York:
$11,064.10

Brussels:
$27,251.14

Zagreb:
$8,926.28

Belgrade:
$13,292.89

London:
$46,995.64

Beijing:
$38,665.82

B.
DFAT staff who accompanied the Prime Minister are listed below, along with their accommodation details:

· The DFAT Secretary:

Brussels – Hotel Le Mériden 

Bucharest – Hotel Sofitel 

London – Hyatt Churchill, Portman Square

Beijing – River View Hotel

Sanya – Hilton Sanya

· The Australian Ambassador to the United States accompanied the Prime Minister to New York, and stayed privately.

· The Australian Ambassador in Brussels accompanied the Prime Minister to Bucharest, staying at the Hotel Sofitel.

The Australian Ambassador to China accompanied the Prime Minister.

Question 41

Enabling services

Topic: Ministerial travel

Question in writing

Senator Payne asked
Can details be provided for the entirety of Minister Smith’s, Parliamentary Secretary Kerr and Parliamentary Secretary McMullan’s visits overseas, where they have represented the Commonwealth since 24 November 2007 including: 

A. the date of departures from Australia;

B. detailed itineraries including all official meetings;

C. details of departmental officers, including name and role, who accompanied the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary;

D. details of personal staff, including name and role, who accompanied the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary;

E. details of family members who accompanied the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary;

F. details of other persons, including name and role, who accompanied the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary; and

G. the date of return to Australia.

H. What sum was spent by the Commonwealth on:

i. travel;

ii. accommodation; security; and all other incurred expenses?
Answer

The following response includes all overseas visits of Minister Smith, Parliamentary Secretary Kerr and Parliamentary Secretary McMullan where they have represented the Commonwealth since 24 November 2007 until 27 May 2008.

All costs are correct as at 27 June 2008.

*Note: costs of travel by any Special Purpose Aircraft for the below overseas visits will be tabled in Parliament by the Department of Defence in accordance with established practice.

With regard to H (ii) “security”: data on the cost of providing security or protection for Ministers/Parliamentary Secretaries has not been supplied, as detailing such matters publicly could compromise future security or protection operations.

With regard to H (ii) “all other incurred expenses”: significant costs incurred have been provided. To calculate all costs would represent an unreasonable diversion of resources.

Names of departmental officers, personal staff, family members and other persons have not been included in accordance with Parliamentary Standing Orders.

Mr Smith’s travel to Indonesia and East Timor from 11 to 14 December 2007
A. 11 December 2007

B. Itinerary:

Tuesday 11 December 2007

1325
Arrived at Ngurah Rai International Airport on Special Purpose Aircraft (SPA)

1600–1700
Joined the Prime Minister to meet the President of the Republic of Indonesia
Wednesday 12 December

0915
Joined the Prime Minister to meet the UN Secretary-General

1000–1250
Attended High-Level Segment of COP13

1305
Met the President of the World Bank

1600
Joined the Prime Minister to meet the Prime Minister of Singapore

Thursday 13 December

0900–0945
Met the Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea

1030–1230
Joined the Prime Minister for wreath-laying ceremony at Memorial Garden, Australian Consulate-General 

1630–1730

Consular meeting 

1830–1930

Met the Foreign Minister of Indonesia 

Friday 14 December

0710–0950 
Travelled from Bali to Dili on SPA

1000–1015
Met UNMIT Special Representative of the Secretary General

1030–1100
Met the President of East Timor and the President of the East Timorese Parliament

1120–1150
Met the Prime Minister of East Timor

1320–1340
Met the President of Fretilin

1415–1440
Met the Foreign Minister of East Timor

1515
Departed Dili on SPA

C. Two Media Liaison Officers for whole delegation in Bali

First Secretary, Australian Embassy, Jakarta

D. Mr Smith’s Acting Chief of Staff

E. None

F. None (other members of the Government also visited Bali/Dili)

G. 14 December, 2007

H. See answer to Questions on Notice 87 and 88 in the Senate on 12 February 2008, tabled in Hansard, on 15 May 2008.

Mr McMullan’s travel to the United Kingdom and France from 16 to 19 December 2007

A. 15 December 2007

B. Itinerary:

Sunday 16 December 2007

1150
Arrived Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport

1800
Met Chair, Development Assistance Committee, OECD

Monday 17 December 2007

0800
Met UK Secretary of State for International Development, UK Ambassador to France and UK’s Special Middle East Representative

0930–1200
Attended International Conference of Donors for the Palestinian State
1230–1400
Official Lunch for delegation heads, hosted by French Foreign Minister

1430–1830
Attended International Conference of Donors for the Palestinian State
Tuesday 18 December 2007

0925
Departed from Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport

0950
Arrived London

1400
Met UK Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for International Development

1500
Met UK Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office
1545
Met Director, Overseas Development Institute

Wednesday 19 December 2007

0930
Round table at Department for International Development

1400
Round table with Deputy Secretary-General, Commonwealth Secretariat

1530
Met Research Fellows, Institute of Development Studies

2306
Departed London

C. Deputy Director-General, Global Programs, AusAID

D. Mr McMullan’s Adviser/Media adviser

E. None

F. None

G. 21 December 2007

H. i.
Travel  $53707.75

ii.
Accommodation  $9915.07

Other incurred expenses:  $6960.54

Mr McMullan’s travel to the United States from 13 to 20 January 2008

A. 13 January 2008

B. Itinerary:

Sunday 13 January 2008

0950
Arrived Los Angeles International Airport

1205
Departed Los Angeles Airport

1310
Arrived San Diego Airport

Monday 14 January 2008

0830–1330
West Coast Leadership Dialogue

1345–1415
Met Under-secretary for international affairs to the Treasury Secretary 

1430–2030
West Coast Leadership Dialogue continued

Tuesday 15 January 2008

0830–2030
West Coast Leadership Dialogue

Wednesday 16 January 2008

1145
Departed San Diego Airport

1320
Arrived San Francisco Airport

Thursday 17 January 2008

1230–2100
West Coast Leadership Dialogue continues in San Francisco

Friday 18 January 2008

0800–1400
West Coast Leadership Dialogue

2230
Departed San Francisco Airport

C. None

D. None

E. None

F. None (other members of the Government also attended the Dialogue).

G. 20 January 2008

H. i.
Travel  $19639.06

ii.
Accommodation  $1327.92

Other incurred expenses:  $396.22

Mr Smith’s travel to the United States and Japan from 24 January to 2 February 2008

A. 24 January 2008.

B. Itinerary:

Thursday 24 January 2008

1142
Arrived JFK Airport, New York

1800–1845
Met UN Deputy Secretary-General

1915–2130
Dinner with Australian and US business leaders

Friday 25 January 2008

0830–0945
Breakfast with UN Permanent Representatives 

1015–1045
Met UN High Representative for Disarmament

1045–1100
Met UN General Assembly President

1145–1200
Met Global Economic Adviser, Commonwealth Bank of Australia

1200–1400
G’Day USA Invest Australia Financial Services Luncheon

1445–1500
Met Senior Adviser, UNICEF

1600–1645
Met UN Under-Secretary-General, Political Affairs

1830–2030
Australia Day Diplomatic Reception

Saturday 26 January 2008

1230–1430
Luncheon with Western Australian cultural and business figures, hosted by Western Australian Government

1845–1915
Met Chairman, American Australian Association 

1915–2300
G’Day USA Australia Day Black Tie Gala 

Sunday 27 January 2008

1255
Departed for Washington DC by train

1605
Arrived at Union Station Washington, DC

1900–2130
Dinner hosted by Ambassador with commentators and thinktankers

Monday 28 January 2008

0800–0915
Breakfast meeting with President, Scowcroft Group

1000–1045
Met Director of National Intelligence, Bolling Air Force Base

1115–1245
Meeting and working lunch with the US Secretary of State

1330–1350
Met US Vice President

1415–1500
Met the Professor in Practice of Diplomacy, Georgetown University

1545–1630
Met US Secretary of Defense

2100–2200
Attended State of the Union Address, US House of Representatives

Tuesday 29 January 2008

0800–0910
Breakfast with Chief of Staff to the Speaker of the House of Representatives

0945–1030
Met the Director of the CIA

1130–1200
Met the President’s National Security Advisor

1220–1320
Lunch with President, The Brookings Institution

1515–1545
Met House Majority Leader

1600–1645
Met Chairman and a ranking Member, Senate Foreign Relations Committee

1700–1730
Meeting with Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee

1900–2130
Dinner with Senior Administration Officials

Wednesday 30 January 2008

0730–0845
Breakfast with President, Center for Strategic and International Studies

1238
Departed Washington DC for Japan

Thursday 31 January 2008

1545
Arrived at Narita Airport

1905
Signing of the Australia-Japan Double Taxation Treaty

1910–2125
Met and attended dinner hosted by Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs

2140–2215
Met US Ambassador to Japan

Friday 1 February 2008

0800–0900
Breakfast with members of the Japan–Australia Diet members League

1020–1050
Met Liberal Democratic Party Policy Research Council Chairman

1105–1125
Met Japanese Prime Minister

1125–1155
Met Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary

1210–1240
Met Japanese Minister for Defence

1245–1400
Lunch with senior foreign policy commentators

1735
Departed from Narita Airport

C. Secretary, DFAT

D. Mr Smith’s Acting Chief of Staff

E. None

F. None

G. 2 February 2008

H. i.
Travel  $102499.84
ii.
Accommodation  $15105.77

Other incurred expenses:  $27969.01

Mr McMullan and Mr Kerr’s travel to the Samoa, Tonga and Kiribati from 1 to 7 February 2008

A. 1 February 2008

B. Itinerary:

Thursday 31 January 2008 

2040
Arrived Faleolo Airport, Samoa (crossed international dateline)

Friday 1 February 2008

0730
Breakfast with Samoan Head of State

0830–0920
Met Samoan Prime Minister - meeting included the signing of the Australian Tsunami Warning System MOU 

0925
Met Samoan Minister of Finance 

1100–1300
Opened Australian Government-funded Police HQ and Armoury

1310–1410
Visited Senese Special Needs Primary School

[separate calls]

1415–1515
Mr McMullan: Called on JK Strickland Mills to inspect Australian Centre for International Agriculture Research coconut wood project

1430–1515
Mr Kerr: Called on President of the Land and Titles Court

[resumed joint program]

1530–1630
Visited Australia Pacific Technical College

1830–2030
Attended formal function at HOM Residence with senior members of the Samoan Government

Saturday 2 February 2008

1000–1050
Inspected Samoa Police Maritime Wing and Pacific Class Patrol Boat MV Nafanua

1140–1300
Inspected Savaia Marine Reserve Climate Change Adaptation Project

Sunday 3 February 2008

0750
Departed Faleolo International Airport, Samoa

Monday 4 February 2008

0900
Arrived at Fua’amotu International Airport, Tonga (crossed international dateline)

1030–1110
Met Tongan Minister for Foreign Affairs

1115–1210
Met Tongan Prime Minister

1340–1500
Met Tongan Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Health

1515–1600
Met Tongan Minister for Finance

1605–1635
Visited Tongan National Youth Congress

1645–1715
Visited the AusAID Watertank Project

1900–2200
Function at Ambassador’s Residence with Australian Youth Ambassadors, Volunteers Abroad and Australians working on AusAID projects

Tuesday 5 February 2008

0830–0920
Met Tongan Minister for Police

0930–1030
Met Tongan Minister for Labour, Commerce and Small Industries

1045–1130
Met Tongan Minister for Training, Employment, Youth and Sport

1140–1210
Met Speaker of the Tongan Legislative Assembly

1215–1315
Lunch with civil society representatives and NGO Forum

1430–1515
Inspected Solid Waste management project with Director 

1520–1550
Visited Vaini Research Station

1600–1650
Inspected ACIAR-sponsored development projects (yam field and legume plantation site)

1930–2330
Dinner at Residence with Tongan Prime Minister and other senior ministers

Wednesday 6 February 2008

0810
Departed Fua’amotu Airport

1105
Arrived at Bonriki Airport, Tarawa

1400
Met Kiribati President and members of the Cabinet

1530–1550
Met Kiribati Police Commissioner at Police HQ

1610
Visited Betio Port where briefed on the Sea Level and Climate Monitoring Project, the Kiribati Adaptation Project (KAP II) and on Betio port development by General Manager, Kiribati Port Authority

1640–1700
Visited Kaoki Mange Materials Recovery Facility, briefed on aluminium can and PET bottle recycling project

1800
Reception at HOM Residence with Australian volunteers, Australian Youth Ambassadors, aid consultants and other members of the Australian community

1930–2230
Attended a reception hosted by Kiribati President

Thursday 7 February 2008

[separate calls]

0900
Mr Kerr met Kiribati Attorney-General
Mr McMullan called on Minister for Internal and Social Affairs

0930
Mr Kerr met Kiribati Solicitor-General

0940
Mr McMullan visited AusAID-funded project at St Louis senior school

[resumed joint program]

1020–1050
Inspected the AusAID-funded livestock project

1100–1120
Visited the Disabled Community Sewing Centre

1140
Met Kiribati Minister for Education

1220
Met Ministry of Health representative and TB control manager

1305
Met Kiribati Secretary to Cabinet and Secretary to Ministry of Finance and Economic Development

1400
Departed for Canberra

C. Assistant Secretary, Pacific Islands Branch, Pacific Division, DFAT
Assistant Director General, Pacific Group, AusAID

D. Chief of Staff to Mr McMullan
Adviser to Mr Kerr

E. None

F. None

G. 7 February 2008

H. i.
Travel:  travelled by Special Purpose Aircraft (*see Note)

ii.
Accommodation:  $5656.62 (not yet fully reconciled)
Other incurred expenses:  $6298.32

Mr Smith, Mr McMullan and Mr Kerr’s travel to the Solomon Islands from 21 to 22 February 2008
A. 21 February 2008

B. Itinerary:

Thursday 21 February 2008

1325
Arrived Honiara International Airport

Friday 22 February 2008

0830–1200
Pacific Islands’ Forum Ministerial Standing Committee

1300–1420
Lunch hosted by Solomon Islands Foreign Minister

1430–1510
Met Solomon Islands Prime Minister


(Mr McMullan left party for AusAID briefings)

1520–1550
Mr Smith and Mr Kerr met Premier of Niue

1615–1745
Mr Smith and Mr Kerr visited RAMSI HQ (Mr McMullan rejoined party at 1650)

1800
Departed Honiara

C. First Assistant Secretary, Pacific Division, DFAT
First Assistant Secretary, Americas Division, DFAT
Deputy Director-General, Pacific and PNG Division, AusAID

D. Adviser to Mr Smith
Assistant Adviser to Mr Smith
Chief of Staff to Mr McMullan
Chief of Staff to Mr Kerr

E. None

F. None (other members of the Government also visited Honiara)

G. 22 February 2008

H. i.
Travel:  travelled by Special Purpose Aircraft (*see Note)

ii.
Accommodation:  $1427.53
Other incurred expenses:  $5669.45

Mr McMullan and Mr Kerr’s travel to Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands from 6 to 8 March 2008 (accompanying Prime Minister Rudd)
A. 6 March 2008
B. Itinerary: flight itinerary provided below – both Parliamentary Secretaries accompanied Prime Minister Rudd on all his official engagements
Thursday 6 March 2008  

1000
Arrived Port Moresby

Friday 7 March 2008 

0930
Departed Port Moresby

1040
Arrived Goroka

1600
Departed Goroka

1710
Arrived Port Moresby

Saturday 8 March 2008

0640
Departed Port Moresby

1000
Arrived Honiara

1555
Departed Honiara

C. Director General, AusAID
Australian High Commission (Port Moresby) staff who travelled to Goroka:

High Commissioner to PNG

Minister-Counsellor (AusAID)

Counsellor

First Secretary

Media Liaison officer
Visit Coordinator officer

D. None
E. None
F. Travelled with the Prime Minister

G. 8 March 2008

H. i.
Travel:  Travelled by Special Purpose Aircraft – see Note

ii.
Accommodation:  Paid for by PNG Government
Other incurred expenses:  $378.

Mr Smith and Mr Kerr’s travel to New Zealand from 25 to 27 March 2008
A. 25 March 2008

B. Itinerary:

Tuesday 25 March 2008

Mr Smith and Mr Kerr

1235
Arrived at Auckland Airport 

1530–1745
Australia-New Zealand Foreign Ministers’ Meeting

1900–2100
Pacific Islands Forum Foreign Ministers’ Function

Wednesday 26 March

0800–0830
Met the Prime Minister of Samoa

0900–1300
Pacific Island Forum Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on Fiji

1300–1430
Ministerial Luncheon

1555
Mr Kerr departed Auckland to return to Australia

Mr Smith only

1600–1630
Met the Foreign Minister of Papua New Guinea

1630–1700
Met the Foreign Minister of Tonga

1915–2030
Met the Prime Minister of New Zealand

2130–2330
Dinner with New Zealand’s International Whaling Commissioner

Thursday 27 March

0745–0930
Business Breakfast with Australian CEOs

1000–1100
Met the CEO, NZ Dept of Prime Minister and Cabinet

1250–1340
Met the NZ Minister of Defence, Trade, Pacific Island Affairs, Disarmament and Arms Control

1405
Departed Auckland Airport

C. First Assistant Secretary, Pacific Division, DFAT
Director, New Zealand Section, DFAT
Assistant Dir-Gen, Pacific Branch, AusAID

Australian High Commission (Wellington) staff who travelled to Auckland:

High Commissioner

First Secretary, Political

Research Officer

Third Secretary, Economic

D. Adviser to Mr Smith
Media Adviser to Mr Smith
Adviser to Mr Kerr

E. None

F. None

G. Mr Smith: 27 March 2008.
Mr Kerr: 26 March 2008

H. i.
Travel:  $30204.83

ii.
Accommodation:  $7985.38
Other incurred expenses:  $9338.04

Mr McMullan and Mr Kerr’s travel to Vanuatu from 29 March to 3 April 2008
A. 29 March 2008
B. Itinerary:

Saturday 29 March 2008

1315
Arrived Bauerfield Airport, Port Vila

1600
Met Vanuatu Prime Minister

1700
Met Vanuatu President 

1800
Reception at the Australian High Commission with senior members of the Vanuatu Government and other senior guests

Sunday 30 March 2008

0930
Departed Port Vila

1030
Arrived Whitegrass Airport, Tanna

1045
Visited Lenakel Hospital

1400
Visited Green Hills Village Health Centre

1530
Departed Whitegrass Airport, Tanna

1630
Arrived Port Vila

Monday 31 March 2008

0900
Briefing and tour of the Australia Pacific Technical College at the Vanuatu Institute of Technology

1000
Pacific Economic Survey Launch

1415
Mr McMullan departed for Brisbane (accompanied by Ms Copus-Campbell)

Parliamentary Secretary Kerr

1400
Briefing and tour of Wan Smol Bag Youth Centre

1500
Met Deputy Prime Minister/Minister for Infrastructure 

1920
Informal dinner with Forum Foreign Ministers’ Fiji Eminent Persons’ Group Chair

Tuesday 1 April 2008

0600
Departed Port Vila

0800
Arrived Pekoa Airfield, Santo

0810
Met Luganville Municipal Council 

0830
Visited site of new Santo Police Station

0840
Visited Santo Police Station

0900
Briefing and tour of Vanuatu Maritime College

1000
Met SANMA Provincial Government 

1030
Visited Vanuatu Women’s Development Scheme 

1115
Lunch with SANMA Province Secretary-General 

1345
Visited Lonnoc Beach Resort and Hog Harbour town area

1530
Briefing and tour of Matevulu Secondary College

1725
Departed Pekoa Airport, Santo

1820
Arrived Bauerfield Domestic Airport, Port Vila

Wednesday 2 April 2008

0915
Roundtable discussion with Vanuatu Police Force Executive 

1010
Briefing and tour of the University of the South Pacific, Emalus Campus

1110
Met Leader and Deputy Leader of the Vanuatu Opposition (Melanesian Progressive Party), the Green Party leader and other MPs

1200
Lunch with members of the business community

1410
Met the Legal Counsel, Office of the Ombudsman

1520
Departed Port Vila

C. None

D. Mr McMullan’s Chief of Staff
E. None
F. None
G. Mr McMullan: 31 March 2008.
Mr Kerr: 2 April 2008
H. i.
Travel:  $6493.27

ii.
Accommodation:  $2293.64
Other incurred expenses:  $4329.79

Mr McMullan’s travel to Cambodia from 1 to 4 April 2008
A. 1 April 2008

B. Itinerary:

Tuesday 1 April 2008

1845
Arrived at Pochentong International Airport

Wednesday 2 April 2008

0930–1030
Met Cambodian Senior Minister for Economy and Finance

1100–1200
Met Cambodian Minister for Water Resources and Meteorology 

1215–1345
Lunch with multilateral donor representatives 

1400–1450
Visited Cambodia Trust Calmette Hospital

1530–1630
Visited Kandal Model Prison

1930
Dinner hosted by Cambodian Government for Ministers and senior officials attending the Regional Interfaith Dialogue

Thursday 3 April 2008

0730
Breakfast with Australian delegation to Regional Interfaith Dialogue

0830
Attended 4th Regional Interfaith Dialogue

1030–1130
Met Cambodian Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister

1200–1420
Lunch hosted by Ambassador with senior Cambodian ministers and regional managers of Australian corporates

1430–1515
Attended launch of Enterprise Challenge Fund in Cambodia

1600
Visited Extraordinary Chambers of the Courts of Cambodia

1900
Departed Phnom Penh

C. Assistant Secretary, South-East Asia (North) Branch, DFAT
Deputy Director-General, Asia Division, AusAID
D. Mr McMullan’s Adviser/Media adviser

E. None

F. None

G. 4 April 2008

H. i.
Travel:  $18089.76

ii.
Accommodation:  $1817.39
Other incurred expenses:  $1628.03

Mr McMullan’s travel to New Zealand from 10 to 13 April 2008
A. 10 April 2008

B. Itinerary:

Thursday 10 April 2008 

1427
Arrived Wellington 

1600–1700
Met the New Zealand Minister for Immigration

Friday 11 April 2008
0830–0945
Met Chief Executive, Horticulture NZ

1000–1035
Met Secretary, Amalgamated Workers’ Union NZ

1115–1145
Met President, NZ Council of Trade Unions

1345–1400
Met Chief Executive, NZ Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade

1400–1530
Roundtable with NZMFAT and NZAid

1545–1615
Met Speaker of the NZ House of Representatives

1900–2045
Attended New Zealand Labour Party 92nd Annual Congress

2015–2100
Met NZ Prime Minister

2130–2330
Dinner with the President and General Secretary of the NZ Labour Party

Saturday 12 April 2008

0930
Departed Wellington

1110
Arrived Queenstown

1210–1330
Delivered speech at the Hugo Group CEO Seminar

1915–2000
Working dinner as part of the Hugo Group CEO Seminar

Sunday 13 April 2008

1025
Departed Queenstown

1125
Arrived Christchurch

1435
Departed Christchurch

C. High Commissioner, accompanied Mr McMullan to Queenstown

D. Mr McMullan’s Chief of Staff 
Adviser to Mr Kerr (departed Saturday 12 April).

E. Ms Robin Joyce (spouse)

F. None

G. 13 April 2008

H. i.
Travel:  $11572.95

ii.
Accommodation:  $2964.73
Other incurred expenses:  $399.74

Mr Smith, Mr McMullan and Mr Kerr’s travel to Papua New Guinea from 22 to 26 April 2008
A. 22 April 2008

B. Itinerary:

Tuesday 22 April 2008

1700
Ministers arrived at Madang Airport

1830–1910
(Mr Smith only) Meeting with the PNG Minister for Foreign Affairs, Trade and Immigration

1930–2100
Welcome dinner hosted by the PNG Minister for Foreign Affairs, Trade and Immigration

Wednesday 23 April

0700
(Mr Smith only) Breakfast meeting with representatives from the Australia-PNG Business Council and the PNG Business Council 

0800–1540
Papua New Guinea–Australia Ministerial Forum

1230–1345
(Mr Kerr only) Lunch with members of the Madang business community, hosted by the Madang Chamber of Commerce

1540
Signing ceremony and joint media conference


Documents signed by Mr Smith:


Memorandum of Understanding on the Australian Tsunami Early Warning System


Statement on the Australia-Papua New Guinea Partnership for Development 

1630
Address by PNG Prime Minister

1645–1730
Continuation of Ministerial Forum

1730–1810
Joint Australia-PNG meeting with representatives from the Australia-PNG Business Council and the PNG Business Council

1745–1820
Mr Smith met Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea

1900–2100
Official dinner hosted by Governor of Madang Province

Thursday 24 April: Mr Smith and Mr Kerr

0830–0930
Visited Divine Word University to open the Madang Chapter of the PNG-Australia Alumni Association

1000–1120
Visited Beon Prison with PNG Minister for Correctional Services

1140–1255
Lunch with the Governor of Madang Province, and the PNG Minister for Foreign Affairs, Trade and Immigration

1320–1405
Toured National Maritime College 

1430
Departed Madang Airport on Special Purpose Aircraft

1530
Arrived Port Moresby

Thursday 24 April: Mr McMullan

0815
Departed Madang Airport for Port Moresby

0915
Arrived Jacksons Airport, Port Moresby

1020–1150
Visited National Library

1300–1430
Round table discussion on Sub-National issues and Service Delivery with senior AusAID staff and key interlocutors

1445–1550
Visited the ‘Save the Children’ NGO Office at Boroko

Friday 25 April: Mr Smith, Mr McMullan and Mr Kerr

0450–0645
Attended Anzac Day dawn service at Bomana War Cemetery

0700–0805
Attended Anzac Day Gunfire Breakfast at Australian High Commission

0830
Mr Smith and Mr McMullan departed Port Moresby for Australia

Friday 25 April (cont.): Mr Kerr

0845–1100
Visited University of PNG – including a meeting with the Vice Chancellor 

1115
Met Governor of National Capital District (NCD)

1230
Working lunch with the National Coordinating Mechanism (Law and Justice Sector Agency Heads including the Chief Justice, Chief Magistrate, Chief Ombudsman, Public Prosecutor, Public Solicitor, Department of Justice Secretary, Police Commissioner and Corrections Commissioner)

1450–1550
Visited the Legal Training Institute

1600
Met the Councillors of the PNG Law Society

1900
Dinner with official guests hosted by High Commissioner 

Saturday 26 April:  Mr Kerr

0925
Departed Port Moresby

C. First Assistant Secretary, Pacific Affairs Division, DFAT (returned 25 April 2008)
Assistant Secretary, PNG Branch (returned 24 April 2008)
Director, PNG Political Section (returned 25 April 2008)
Desk officer, PNG Political Section (returned 25 April 2008)
Director General, AusAID (returned 25 April 2008)
Assistant Director General, PNG Branch, AusAID (returned 27 April 2008)


Australian High Commission (Port Moresby) staff who travelled to Medang (DFAT/AusAID staff only):

High Commissioner to Papua New Guinea
Minister-Counsellor, AusAID
Counsellor Political
Counsellor AusAID
First Secretary (Political)
Acting Senior Administrative Officer
First Secretary (Public Diplomacy), AusAID
First Secretary Technical
Second Secretary, AusAID
Second Secretary, AusAID
LAN Administrator – IT Assistance

Third Secretary Political

D. Mr Smith’s Acting Chief of Staff
Mr Smith’s Adviser
Mr McMullan’s Chief of Staff
Mr Kerr’s Adviser

E. None

F. None (other members of the Government also attended the Australia–Papua New Guinea Ministerial Forum)

G. Mr Smith and Mr McMullan: 25 April.
Mr Kerr: 26 April

H. i.
Travel:  $36168.79  (*Minister and Parliamentary Secretaries travelled mostly by Special Purpose Aircraft – see Note)

ii.
Accommodation:  $14884.86 (trip not yet fully reconciled)
Other incurred expenses:  $18825.26

Mr Smith’s travel to Hong Kong, the Republic of Korea and Japan from 5 to 10 May 2008
A. 5 May 2008

B. Itinerary:

Monday 5 May 2008

1720
Arrived Hong Kong Airport

Tuesday 6 May

0800
Australian Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong and Macau Breakfast at the Grand Hyatt.  Delivered speech entitled “The Australia Hong Kong Connection”

0930
Called on Hong Kong Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development

1000
Call on Hong Kong Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs

1100
Called on Group Managing Director and Managing Director, Cheung Kong Ltd

1130
Called on Chairman and CEO, Melco International Development Limited.  The meeting was also attended by Executive Chairman, PBL

1310
Lunch hosted by the President of the Hong Kong Legislative Council

1415
Called on Chief Executive, Hong Kong SAR

1637
Departed Hong Kong for Seoul

2105
Arrived at Incheon Airport, Seoul

Wednesday 7 May

0900
Visited Panmunjom (De-Militarised Zone) and met by Secretary, United Nations Command Military Armistice Commission

1200
Luncheon Speech to the Korea Press Foundation entitled “Australia and Korea – A Partnership for the Future”

1400
Called on ROK Minister for National Defence

1500
Wreath-laying ceremony at the National Cemetery

1600
Foreign Minister Talks with ROK Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade

1730
Called on Minister for Unification

1900
Dinner hosted by Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade

Thursday 8 May

0900
Called on ROK President

1000
Called on Former Chairperson, ruling Grand National Party 

1155
Departed Seoul (Gimpo Airport) for Tokyo
1355
Arrived at Haneda Airport from Seoul

1615–1720
Met Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs

1725–1805
Met Japanese Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry

1815–1855
Met Vice President, Democratic Party of Japan

Friday 9 May

0800–0900
Breakfast meeting with members of the Australia-New Zealand Chamber of Commerce in Japan

1015–1050
Met Japanese Minister of Defence

1130–1240
Lunch with senior Liberal Democratic Party member

1330–1415
Attended Australia-Japan Foundation Achievements Awards Ceremony

1430–1505
Met US Deputy Secretary of State 

1520–1600
Met Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary

1938
Departed Narita

C. Assistant Secretary, North East Asia Branch, DFAT
Departmental Liaison Officer, Office of the Minister for Foreign Affairs
D. Adviser to Mr Smith
E. None

F. None

G. 10 May 2008

H. i.
Travel:  $43324.60

ii.
Accommodation:  $4818.38 (not yet fully reconciled)
Other incurred expenses:  $16886.96

Mr McMullan’s travel to East Timor from 7 to 10 May 2008
A. 7 May 2008
B. Itinerary:

Wednesday 7 May 2008

1610
Arrived Dili

1800–1900
Reception with East Timorese Prime Minister and Ministers
Signed the Justice Sector Support Facility MOU

1930–2130
Dinner with Australian development volunteers

Thursday 8 May 2008

0900–1050
Opening Session, Year of Administrative Reform Conference

1230–1350
Lunch with the Portuguese Ambassador

1400–1500
Launch of Pacific Survey in East Timor

1530–1700
Met Inter-ministerial Committee on Economic Development – the Ministers for Finance, Economy and Development, Education, and Infrastructure

Friday 9 May 2008

0930–1045
Combined launch of Health Sector Strategic Plan-Support Project and Health-Seeking Behaviour Study

1100–1130
Met East Timorese Opposition Leader

1145–1215
Met East Timorese President 

1230–1345
Lunch with representatives from the World Bank, IMF, IFC and ADB

1400–1500
Launch of ILO Youth Employment Promotion Project

1530–1700
Roundtable with local academics and development commentators (cluster leaders of the State of the Nation study) 

1800–1900
Met Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General

1930 
Dinner with NGO representatives

Saturday 10 May 2008

0800–0830
Travelled to Baucau.  Visited Fatumaca Boys School


Visited Seeds of Life Research area, Seeds of Life participating farm and Venilale Girls School

1315–1345
Travelled back to Dili

1440–1510
Travelled to Dare

1510–1600
Visited Dare Memorial and School 

1600–1630
Travelled back to Dili

Sunday 11 May 2008

0900
Departed Dili

C. A/g Assistant Dir-Gen, Indonesia and East Timor Branch, AusAID

D. Mr McMullan’s Chief of Staff

E. None

F. None

G. 11 May 2008
H. i.
Travel:  $4146.10  (not yet fully reconciled)

ii.
Accommodation:  $2937.84 (not yet fully reconciled)
Other incurred expenses:  $12164.37

Mr McMullan’s travel to Burma on 25 May 2008
A. 24 May 2008
B. Itinerary:

Saturday 24 May 2008

2315
Arrived Bangkok

Sunday 25 May 2008

0750
Departed Bangkok

0920
Arrived Rangoon

1000–1030
Informal caucus meeting with ministers from like-minded countries

1100–1700
Attended the ASEAN-UN International Pledging Conference for Cyclone Nargis

1730–1815
Met representatives of Australian NGO active in Burma in response to Cyclone Nargis

2010
Departed Rangoon

2150
Arrived Bangkok

Monday 26 May 2008

0015
Departed Bangkok

C. Acting Assistant Dir-Gen, Asia Bilateral Branch, Asia Division, AusAID

Acting Assistant Secretary, South-East Asia (North) Branch, DFAT

D. Mr McMullan’s Adviser / Media Adviser

E. None

F. None

G. 26 May 2008

H. i.
Travel:  $25416.85

ii.
Accommodation:  $1469.89 (not yet fully reconciled)
Other incurred expenses:  $812.04  (not yet fully reconciled)

Question 42

Enabling Services
Topic: Direct Aid Program (DAP) Funding—Africa, South America and the Pacific

Hansard, pp. 60, 56 and 75

Senator Payne asked
A.
What are the names of successful applicants for Direct Aid Program (DAP) funding in Africa? What amounts of funding did they receive? Can you provide a brief description of those programs that have been funded since November 2007?

B.
What are the names of successful applicants for Direct Aid Program (DAP) funding in South America? What amounts of funding did they receive? Can you provide a brief description of those programs that have been funded since November 2007?

C.
What are the names of successful applicants for Direct Aid Program (DAP) funding in the Pacific? What amounts of funding did they receive? Can you provide a brief description of those programs that have been funded since November 2007?
Answer: See attached document:
· DAP FY 2007–08: African projects since 24 November 2007
pages 59 (a)–(e)
· DAP FY 2007–08: Latin American projects since
24 November 2007

pages 59 (f)–(i)
· DAP FY 2007–08: Pacific projects since 24 November 2007
pages 59 (j)–(t)
Question 43

Enabling services

Topic: Mortimer Review

Hansard, p. 57

Senator Ellison asked
A.
Please provide a list of all non-confidential meetings by companies with Mr Mortimer and Dr Edwards and a list of non-confidential attendees at those meetings.

Answer

Attached is a list of stakeholders that met with the Review panel and secretariat between 21 February and 25 July 2008.

To provide the detailed information sought in relation to non–confidential attendees at those meetings would entail a significant diversion of resources and, in these circumstances, it is considered that the additional work cannot be justified.
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