Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade 

Budget Estimates 2008–2009; 3 June 2008

Answers to questions on notice from Austrade

Question 1
Topic: Sandalwood industry in WA

Hansard page 60
Senator Ellison asked
Can Austrade provide any update on the information provided at Budget Estimates in June 2008 on progress made in facilitating the export of sandalwood oil from Western Australia to India for financial year 2006–07?

Answer

Austrade has assisted several exporters of sandalwood oil to make sales to India in 2006-07. The value of these sales has been provided to Austrade on a commercial-in-confidence basis.
According to figures provided to Austrade by the WA Department of Agriculture and Food, Western Australia exported essential oils (including sandalwood) to India to the value of $9.577 million in 2006 and $9.307 million in 2007.
Question 2 
Topic: Staffing

Hansard page 62
Senator Ellison asked
Can Austrade provide the location of offices affected by reductions in Austrade staffing? 

Answer
Staff reductions are occurring in the following Australian locations: Canberra, Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth and Darwin.

Since the date of the Committee’s hearing, Austrade has sought to reduce the impact of the draw back of overseas positions during the implementation process.  As a result, the number of overseas positions affected has reduced from 33, as advised at the Budget Estimates hearing, to 27.
Reductions in overseas positions have and will occur in the following locations: Atlanta, Auckland, Bali, Budapest, Colorado Springs, Fukuoka, Hong Kong, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, London, Los Angeles, Manchester, Mendoza, New York, Noumea, Osaka, Sendai, Singapore, Taipei, Washington and Zagreb.

Question 3
Topic: Staffing

Hansard page 63
Senator Ellison asked
The previous staffing figure was 135 for Invest Australia, what was the previous staffing figure for the Global Opportunities program? 

Answer
Prior to the transfer of responsibility for the Global Opportunities program to Austrade on 1 July 2008, the program and its staff were managed by the Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research (DIISR). DIISR has advised that, at the end of December 2007, the Global Opportunities program had a staffing complement of 21.

Question 4
Topic: Staffing

Hansard page 64
Senator Ellison asked
In relation to the 33 positions overseas which are to be subject of staffing draw-back; could you take on notice the question of where these positions will be drawn back and provide that to the Committee? 

Answer

Since the date of the Committee’s hearing, Austrade has sought to reduce the impact of the draw back of overseas positions during the implementation process. As a result, the number of overseas positions affected has reduced from 33, as advised at the Budget Estimates hearing, to 27.
Reductions in overseas positions have and will occur in the following locations: Atlanta, Auckland, Bali, Budapest, Colorado Springs, Fukuoka, Hong Kong, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, London, Los Angeles, Manchester, Mendoza, New York, Noumea, Osaka, Sendai, Singapore, Taipei, Washington and Zagreb.

Question 5
Topic: Passport applications—Bucharest
Hansard page 73
Senator Ian Macdonald asked
How many passport applications were referred through Austrade in Bucharest to DFAT post in Belgrade in 2007-08? 

Answer
Austrade has been advised that according to passport records held by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), the Austrade Office in Bucharest accepted 19 passport applications in the financial year 2007–08. These applications were processed through the DFAT Belgrade Office. 

Question 6
Topic: Passport applications—Instanbul
Hansard page 73
Senator Ian Macdonald asked
How many passport applications were processed by Austrade in Istanbul in 2007–08? 

Answer
Austrade has been advised that according to passport records held by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), the Austrade Istanbul Office accepted 223 passport applications in the financial year 2007–08. These applications were processed by the Austrade Istanbul Office directly into the DFAT Travel and Related Document Issuance System (Tardis).
Question 7

Topic: EMDG scheme

Hansard, pp. 71–72

Senator Ian Macdonald asked

Could the Minister for Trade advise the Committee of any calculations that were put together at the time the changes to the EMDG scheme were proposed in their pre–election commitment? 

Answer

Policy development processes before the Government was elected are not within the scope of Estimates scrutiny.
89

