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Senator HOGG asked:
Senator HOGG—The next questions that I have are process questions again. I am looking for where psychological or medical reports on Mr Gregg were received by DVA from other departments. Are you able to advise us of that?

Mr Sullivan—Mr Douglas may be able to answer this better. Basically we receive under our legislation through Defence access to all Defence health records and, as Mr Gregg was basically diagnosed with PTSD whilst a member of the Defence Forces, any of the reports of Defence would come to us.

Senator HOGG—Are we able to get a chronological order of what transpired from Defence to DVA?

CHAIR—Do you mean right now?

Senator HOGG—I am just asking.

Mr Sullivan—I would have to check that…

Senator HOGG—I do not want to take up all the evening with this. Obviously other people have issues they want to get to. Can I just go back to the question that I raised with you: are you able to supply me with what psychological or medical reports were received from other departments?

Mr Sullivan—The only psychological reports we would have received in consideration of the claims would have been from the Defence department and from the medical examinations that we requested.

Senator HOGG—From your own sources?

Mr Sullivan—Yes.

Senator HOGG—When would those reports have been received from Defence?

Mr Sullivan—I will need to check precisely in respect of this case but, generally, it would be that we would request the health record from Defence. And in respect of a medical discharge case, those health reports generally come speedily because they are obviously—

Senator HOGG—Is there anything in this case to indicate that that was not so?

Mr Sullivan—I think the fact that we accepted the PTSD claim on 28 October, 2003 would suggest that we have had access to the Defence records well before discharge.

Senator HOGG—Are you able to tell me how many reports you did receive?

Mr Sullivan—I can get that for you.

Senator HOGG—Can you get that? In fairness to you, it seems as though you have the other chronology fairly well here this evening and I thank you for that. But it would be helpful as well if I could get a chronology of what reports there are and when they were received. Are you able to tell me what action arises out of those reports? Again, you will possibly have to take that on notice.
Senator HOGG—During this period of time that you have outlined for me and the committee this evening, did DVA request any material from any departments, such as Defence or any other?

Mr Sullivan—Defence would certainly have requested service and medical records.

Senator HOGG—Do you have a record of those with you?

Mr Sullivan—I think that is what we are going to get you in respect of the psychological report.
Senator HOGG—Was this evident with Mr Gregg at all?

Mr Sullivan—I do not have his Gold Card records to see what his access to doctors was, but I think with his other conditions he would been in probably fairly regular contact with his medical practitioner.

Senator HOGG—Are you able to take that on notice and get back to us?

Mr Sullivan—We can look at that.
Answer:
The circumstances surrounding Mr Gregg’s suicide have been subject to a number of reviews by the Australian Defence Force and independent reviewers.  The reports arising from these reviews are currently with the Government.
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