Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Committee

Budget Estimates 2006-2007
Answers to questions on notice from Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Question 1
Senator Webber
Written question, 5 June 2006

Output:  1.1.1
Topic: China – human rights
What steps is the Government taking to register its concerns over Human Rights abuses in China, especially against Falun Gong members?

Answer

Australia raises its human rights concerns—including as they relate to Falun Gong practitioners—with the Chinese Government regularly and robustly, and at a senior level. We do this through the annual Australia-China Human Rights Dialogue (the next round of which will be held in Canberra on 25 July 2006), as well as during high-level visits and through our Embassy in Beijing. Mr Downer raised human rights in general terms with the Chinese Premier during his visit to Australia in April, and raised specific concerns about Falun Gong, press freedom and Tibet during a meeting with the Chinese Foreign Minister. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade also continues to make regular representations to China on individual cases.
Question 2
Senator Webber
Written question, 5 June 2006

Output:  1.1.1
Topic:  China—organ transplants
(a) Is DFAT aware of any Australian citizen travelling to China for the purpose of organ transplants?

(b) If so what is the number who have done so?

(c) Are there any risks with this practice?

Answer

(a) DFAT is aware of media reports in December 2005 which claimed that a number of Australian citizens had travelled to China for the purpose of organ transplants.  DFAT is not able to verify the reports.

(b) The media report claimed that up to seven Australians had received transplants.  DFAT cannot confirm these figures.

(c) Yes.  There are always risks of medical complications associated with major surgery.
Question 3
Senator Webber
Written question, 5 June 2006

Output:  1.1.1
Topic:  Chinese embassy
(a) Can the Department outline whether there are still sanctions against peaceful protest outside the Chinese Embassy?

(b) Why are the protests still banned?

(c) Has the Department considered changing the method by which these protests are banned?

Answer

(a) There are no sanctions against peaceful protest outside the Chinese Embassy.

(b) Protests are not—and have never been—banned.

(c) Protests have never been banned.  
Question 4
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 43, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  East Timor – UN mandates
(a) Prior to the first UNTAET mandate of 1 January 2001, what was the UN situation in East Timor?

(b) How long did the second UNTAET mandate last for?
Answer

UNAMET, an electoral assistance mission was established by the Security Council on 11 June 1999. The Security Council authorised on 15 September 1999 an Australian-led coalition military deployment, INTERFET, to East Timor to restore peace and security. UNTAET was established on 25 October 1999 to administer the Territory, exercise legislative and executive authority during the transition period and support capacity-building for self-government.  UNTAET took over peacekeeping elements of INTERFET in 2000 and the UNSC UNTAET mandate with a PKF element was rolled over in January 2001. UNTAET was succeeded by the United Nations Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET) on 20 May 2002 to provide assistance to core administrative structures critical to the viability and political stability of East Timor.  

Question 5
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 45, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  East Timor—UN missions
What is the difference, in general structure, between a peacekeeping mission and a special political mission?

Answer
A peacekeeping mission is run through the UN’s Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO). Peacekeeping operations are mandated by Security Council resolutions and involve the deployment of military forces, either UN-led or UN-endorsed, with the responsibility to maintain international peace and security, as prescribed in the UN Charter. 

A special political mission is generally run through the Department of Political Affairs (DPA) within the UN Secretariat and is established by the Secretary-General, where necessary in consultation with the Security Council.  Special political missions can cover a variety of UN roles and activities.  In some post conflict situations, special political missions are run by the DPKO.  

Question 6
Senator Faulkner
Hansard pages 46-47, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  UNSC – Australia’s position on East Timor
(a) What position did Australia take in discussions with the UNSC on East Timor in 2004?

(b) Are details of Australia’s position listed on the UN website?

Answer

(a)
Australia’s position was outlined in the Statement to the Security Council delivered on 15 November 2004 by H E Mr John Dauth LVO, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Australia to the United Nations, on behalf of the Australian Government. Australia supported the continuation of UNMISET’s mandate until 20 May 2005.

(b)
Yes.  The detail of Australia’s position is available on the website of Australia’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations.  The website address is: http://australiaun.org/unWeb/content/statements/security.asp and on website


http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2004/sc8243.doc.htm.
Question 7

Senator Nettle

Hansard page 51, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2

Topic:  East Timor – Rules of engagement

Do the ‘Rules of Engagement’ in East Timor include the disarming of the East Timorese Army by the ADF?

Answer

Rules of Engagement are a matter for the Department of Defence. As a matter of policy, the Government does not reveal the specific content of Australia’s Rules of Engagement in any theatre of operations.  

Question 8
Senator Nettle
Hansard page 51, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  East Timor—Telstra
Did the Australian government make any representations to the East Timorese government about Telstra continuing to operate the telephone network in Timor?
Answer

Telstra did not participate in the international tender process in late 2001/early 2002 to run East Timor’s phone and internet network.  

Question 9
Senator Nettle
Hansard page 61, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Indonesia – Human rights in Papua
(a) On what dates, since the beginning of this year, has DFAT raised allegations of human rights abuses in Papua with the Indonesian government?

(b) Has the Indonesian government responded to requests made on this issue?

Answer

(a) Australia’s Ambassador to Indonesia and other embassy officials have raised regularly human rights issues directly with Indonesian authorities, including the National Human Rights Commission (Komnasham), and including on 1 June, 23 May, 11 May, 11 April, 10 April, 17 March, 14 February, 22 January, 21 January and 20 January.

(b) Indonesian authorities have noted our representations.

Question 10
Senator Nettle
Hansard page 61, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Papua - Act of Free Choice
When was the last time DFAT undertook an assessment of the Act of Free Choice (1969) about whether or not it was free and fair and expressed the legitimate views of the West Papuan people?

Answer

Australian Governments have long recognised Indonesia’s sovereignty over Papua which resulted from the 1969 United Nations sponsored Act of Free Choice.  

Question 11
Senator Nettle
Hansard page 61, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Papua - Visits
Can you provide the dates and details of visits made by Australian embassy officials to Papua during the last two years?
Answer

Australian Ambassador (22–27 May 2005), defence personnel (23 May – 6 June 2005), embassy officials accompanied AusAID Director-General (3–7 December 2005), defence personnel (17–21 January 2006) and AusAID personnel (7–15 February 2006).

Question 12
Senator Payne
Hansard page 63, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Burma—Aung San Suu Kyi
Can you provide any information on the recent meeting between UN Under–Secretary General Ibrahim Gambari and Aung San Suu Kyi?

Answer

In reporting to the UN Security Council on 31 May 2006 on his meeting with Aung San Suu Kyi in Rangoon on 20 May 2006, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Ibrahim Gambari noted that Aung San Suu Kyi appeared in very good health and she assured him that she was.  r Gambari noted the importance of finding common ground in regard to the political process in Burma.

Question 13
Senator Payne
Hansard page 64, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Laos – Alleged massacre
Have representations been made to the Lao government in relation to the alleged massacre in April of unarmed Hmong by Lao soldiers?

Answer

Yes. On 2 June the Australian Ambassador to Laos made representations to the Lao Government.  On the same day, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) made representations to the Lao Ambassador in Canberra.  

Question 14
Senator Stott Despoja
Hansard page 66, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Indonesia – Enemies list
Can you provide any information on a so-called enemies list of people in relation to Indonesia?
Answer

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is aware of media reports of a so–called “enemies list” of Australians allegedly supporting Papuan independence but has no further information on these reports.  

Question 15
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 79, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Philippines – Human rights
(a) During the Philippines-Australia Ministerial meeting in August 2005, did Mr Downer raise or discuss human rights issues?

(b) What, if any, representations have been made this year by the Australian government to the Philippines government on human rights issues?

(c) What are the details of the last time the Australian government made human rights representations to the Philippines government?

Answer

(a) No.

(b) Minister for Justice and Customs, Senator the Hon Chris Ellison, raised the issue of human rights in discussions with Philippines Foreign Affairs Secretary Alberto Romulo during the Minister’s visit to Manila in March 2006, in particular the situation of the five members of the House of Representatives who were at that time residing in Congress.  Australian Ambassador to the Philippines, Tony Hely, raised the issue of extra-judicial killings, including of members of leftist groups, in discussions with Foreign Affairs Secretary Romulo and with the President's Political Adviser, Gabriel Claudio, in June 2006.

(c) These are the discussions in June 2006 referred to in answer for (b) above.
Question 16
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 79, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Philippines – Mr Crispin Beltran
Has the Australian government made representations to the Philippines government in relation to the arrest and detention of Mr Crispin Beltran on 25 February 2006?

Answer

Senator Ellison discussed this issue with Foreign Secretary Romulo during his visit to the Philippines in April 2006.

Question 17
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 79, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Philippines – Politically motivated crimes
(a) Is the Australian government aware of reports that four members of a trade union movement were murdered in politically motivated crimes in the Philippines in the past several months?

(b) Has this matter come to the attention of DFAT?

Answer

(a) Yes. 

(b) Yes.

Question 18
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 80, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Philippines – State of emergency
Has the Australian government made representations to the Philippines government about their state of emergency powers?

Answer

Australia’s Embassy in Manila discussed the state of emergency declared in February 2006 with relevant Philippine officials in order to clarify the nature and legal basis of the emergency powers declared. 

Question 19
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 80-81, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Burma – Ministerial meetings
(a) When did Mr Downer last have discussions with his counterparts in the region about human rights issues in Burma?

(b) Which particular regional counterparts were involved in the discussions?

Answer

(a) May 2006.  

(b) It would not be appropriate to provide details of confidential discussions with other governments.

Question 20
Senator Ray
Hansard page 82, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Indonesia – Illegal immigrants
How would you characterise Indonesia’s cooperation with Australia in terms of illegal immigrants (that is, those who transit through Indonesia and then eventually attempt to arrive in Australia)?

Answer

Australian and Indonesian governments continue to undertake valuable cooperation on illegal immigration matters.

Question 21
Senator Nettle
Written question, 6 June 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Indonesia – Migration Act
(a) Who informed the Indonesian government of the proposed changes to the Migration Act?

(b) When was the Indonesian government informed?

(c) Is it unusual for a foreign government to be informed of changes to Australian domestic law before it has passed through both Houses of Parliament and gained Royal Assent?

(1) If not, provide other examples of this practice.

Answer

(a) The Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Hon Alexander Downer MP, informed his Indonesian counterpart of the proposed changes.  

(b) 12 April 2006.

(c) No.

(1) It is not unusual to discuss proposed legislation. 

Question 22
Senator Nettle
Written question, 6 June 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Indonesia - West Papua representations
(a) How many representations have the Australian government made to Indonesia in regard to West Papua over the past two years (please provide dates)?

(b) At what levels were these representations made?

(c) What issues were raised during these representations?
Answer

(a) The Australian Government makes regular representations to the Indonesian authorities regarding the situation in Papua.

(b) Representations have been made at the highest levels of the Indonesian Government.

(c) The Australian Government continues to emphasise to the Indonesian Government its view that the best way to resolve issues in Papua is by the full and effective implementation of Special Autonomy, including respect for human rights.  
Question 23
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Afghanistan – Costs of engagement
What are the departmental or administered costs to DFAT of the Afghanistan engagement—capital and recurrent—and funding (identifying any rollovers) in each of the forward years to 2009-10?  

Answer

It would require an unreasonable diversion of resources to identify all costs which have been incurred by the department. The department received funding of $14,900,000 in the 2006‑07 Budget to establish a diplomatic post in Kabul, Afghanistan.  This includes operating and capital expenses and has been provided on a no-win no-loss basis.   

Question 24
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.2
Topic:  Burma – Human rights
(a) When did the Foreign Minister last meet with a member of the Government of Burma? 

(b) What representations has the Australian Government made to the Burmese Government on human rights issues in 2004, 2005, 2006? 

(c) Does the Embassy report on human rights issues? 

(d) Has the Minister raised concerns about Burma in discussions with any of his regional counterparts?  Please provide details including dates. 

Answer

(a)
10 December 2005

(b)
The Government regularly makes representations to the Burmese regime, including at the highest level, on human rights.

(c)
Yes.

(d)
Yes.  It would not be appropriate to provide details of confidential discussions with other governments.  

Question 25
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 86, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.3
Topic:  Ireland - Trade
(a) Can you provide some comment/figures on Australia’s trading relationship with Ireland?

(b) What is the main trading area between the two countries?
Answer

(a) Australia’s total merchandise trade with Ireland was worth AUD 2.1 billion in 2005, a growth of 5.1 per cent.

In 2005 our services exports to Ireland was valued at AUD 356 million (1 per cent of our global services export trade) and our services import trade from Ireland was worth AUD 239 million (0.6 per cent of our global services import trade).

(b) Our major merchandise exports to Ireland in 2005 were wine (AUD 58 million); medicinal and pharmaceutical products (AUD 18 million); medicaments including veterinary (AUD 16 million), medical instruments (AUD 9 million), computers (AUD 6 million) and coal (AUD 6 million).  Our major merchandise imports were medicaments including veterinary (AUD 548 million), food preparations (AUD 378 million), computers (AUD 194 million) and miscellaneous manufactures (AUD 140 million). 
Our major services exports to Ireland in 2005 were personal travel (AUD 209 million) and education-related travel (AUD 8 million).  Our major service imports were personal travel (AUD 149 million) and royalties and licence fees (AUD 21 million).  

Question 26
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 87, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.3
Topic:  Ireland – Ministerial visits
(a) How many Ministerial visits have there been to Ireland since July 2004?

(b) What were the dates of these visits?

(c) What was the duration of each visit?

Answer

(a) There have been two visits by Federal Ministers to Ireland since July 2004.

There have been four visits by State Ministers to Ireland since July 2004.

(b) and (c)

Federal

The Prime Minister, the Hon John Howard MP, visited Ireland in May 2006. His visit (20–23 May) was for three days.

The Minister for Environment and Heritage, Senator the Hon Ian Campbell, visited Ireland on 1 June 2005. His visit was for one day.

State
The Premier of Queensland, the Hon Peter Beattie MP, visited Ireland in May 2006. His visit (13–14 May) was for two days.

The NSW Minister for Local Government, the Hon Kerry Hickey MP, visited Ireland in October 2005. His visit (28–31 October) was for four days.

The then Deputy Chief Minister of the ACT, Ted Quinlan MLA, visited Ireland in October 2005. His visit (2–7 October) was for 6 days.

The Tasmanian Deputy Premier, the Hon David Llewellyn MP, visited Ireland in July 2005. His visit (19–20 July) was for two days.

Question 27
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 87, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.3
Topic:  Ireland—Post reporting
How often does the post in Dublin report to Canberra?

Answer

There are no set reporting requirements for overseas posts.  Dublin reports as and when necessary to further our bilateral relationship with Ireland and to advance our regional and multilateral interests.  

Question 28
Senator Ray
Hansard page 100-101, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.3
Topic:  Washington – PM’s State dinner
(a) Of those guests nominated by the Australian embassy in Washington to attend the State dinner for Prime Minister Howard on 16 May 2006, can you confirm if the following people attended:

Mr Brian Loughnane

Mr Chris McDiven

Mr Shane Stone

Mr Andrew Peacock

Mr Michael Thawley

Mr Paul Ramsey

Mr Doug Kefford

Mr Tony Clark.

(b) Was the Prime Minister or his office involved in requesting the attendance of certain individuals to the dinner?

(c) Are there any guidelines or protocols for determining the invitees to such an event, in particular those nominated by the embassy?
Answer

(a) Those listed in (a) attended the Dinner.

(b) Yes, as is normal for such events.

(c) The Guidelines for Official Visits to Washington DC provided by the Office of the Chief of Protocol of the United States state that “the fourteen members of the Official Delegation are guests of The President of the United States and First Lady at a Reception and Official Dinner at The White House”.  In addition, and as a general practice, the White House seeks input from the visiting government, through its embassy, on possible additional guests, and did so in this case.  There are no restrictions on who the visiting government may nominate for consideration, and final decisions are made by the White House.  

Question 29

Senator Nettle
Hansard page 65-66 (a), 29 May 2006-06-23 

Written question (b) and (c), 6 June 2006-06-23

Output:   1.1.4

Topic:   Iran – Human rights

(a) On what dates did the Australian government make representations to the Iranian government about the hanging in 2005 of two Iranian teenagers on the basis of their homosexuality?

(b) Were the representations made on the basis of an objection to the death penalty or because of the nature of the offences?

(c) At what levels were these representations made?

Answer
(a) On 23 October 2005 Australia joined a European Union demarche to protest the hanging of two Iranian teenagers on the basis of their homosexuality.

(b) The demarche objected to both the death penalty and the nature of the offences.

(c) The representation was made in writing and delivered by the European Union in Tehran at deputy head of mission level.

Question 30
Senator Nettle
Written question, 6 June 2006

Output:  1.1.4
Topic:  Nauru—Consulate

(a) Does the government have plans to expand Australia’s consular presence in Nauru?

(b) Is a new consulate facility being established or constructed in Nauru?

(c) If so, why is an expanded presence in Nauru deemed necessary?

(d) Why was the Nauru consulate originally closed?
Answer

(a) No, the DFAT A-based staff complement in Nauru remains at two, a Consul-General and Vice Consul.  DIMA maintains two A-based staff in Nauru, a Departmental Liaison Officer and Visa Officer.  AusAID recently deployed an in-country program manager for Nauru.

(b) While the post remains temporary, there are plans to move staff accommodation and the Consulate-General office out of the Menen Hotel into leased accommodation in Aiwo District.   DFAT staff accommodation may be ready for occupation by the end of June.  The new Consulate-General office may be ready by October 2006.  The Consulate-General will continue to operate out of the Menen Hotel until then. 

(c) See answer to question (a).

(d) Australia maintained a High Commission in Nauru from independence in 1968 until it was closed for budgetary reasons in 1997.  Australia opened a Consulate-General in Nauru in 2001.  The Australian High Commissioner in Fiji is accredited as Australia's non-resident High Commissioner to Nauru.  
Question 31
Senator Nettle
Written question, 6 June 2006

Output:  1.1.4
Topic:  Nauru - Migration

Have any contingency plans been made for Naurans to migrate to Australia due to problems with the economic and environmental sustainability of Nauru?

Answer: No.  

Question 32: Transferred to AusAID—Pacific regional transport study
Question 33
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.4
Topic:  Papua New Guinea – Enhanced Cooperation Program
What is the current status of the Enhanced Cooperation Program with Papua New Guinea? 

Answer

As at 29 June 2006, forty-four Australian civilian officials were working in Papua New Guinea (PNG) Government agencies under the Enhanced Cooperation Program (ECP) as advisers in the areas of economic and financial management, public sector reform, law and justice, border management and transport security.

The Government has been discussing with PNG authorities options for a revised policing component of the ECP that would be consistent with a ruling of the PNG Supreme Court on the PNG legislation to implement the ECP Treaty.  The Government has offered to provide a number of Australian police as advisers to assist in key roles related to police reform, organised crime, terrorism and corruption. Discussions are also continuing on further assistance in the law and justice sector, including a proposal to fill the position of PNG Solicitor-General with an ECP deployee. 
At the 2005 Australia-PNG Ministerial Forum, Ministers from both sides agreed that ECP deployees were making a valuable contribution to a range of priority areas in PNG and were helping to build the capacities of PNG government systems, strengthen governance and reduce corruption.

Question 34
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.4
Topic:  Sudan - Representations
(a) What representations has the Government made to members of the UN Security Council about the situation in Sudan?  Please provide the dates of those representations.

(b) What representations has the Government made to members of the African Union about the situation in Sudan?  Please provide the dates of those representations. 

Answer

(a) Australia maintains regular dialogue with members of the UN Security Council on the full range of international peace and security issues before the Council, including regular exchanges of views on African country situations, including Sudan.
(b) Australia has made regular representations to African Union members about the situation in Sudan.  

Question 35
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.4
Topic:  Zimbabwe - Representations
(a) What representations has the Government made to members of the UN Security Council about the situation in Zimbabwe?  Please provide the dates of those representations.

(b) What representations has the Government made to members of the African Union about the situation in Zimbabwe?  Please provide the dates of those representations. 

Answer
(a) Australia maintains a regular dialogue with members of the UN Security Council on the full range of international peace and security issues before the Council, including regular exchanges on African country situations, including Zimbabwe.

(b) Australia has made regular representations to African Union members about the situation in Zimbabwe.

Question 36
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 104, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.4 (Iraq Task Force)
Topic:  Iraq – Oil production

(a) Can you confirm that oil production in Iraq dropped by eight per cent in 2005?

(b) In relation to the pipeline that goes to Turkey, can you confirm if the flow has dropped from 800,000 barrels a day pre-invasion to about 40,000 barrels in 2005?
Answer

(a) Accurate statistical reporting on Iraq is limited. However, DFAT has been advised that oil production in Iraq fell by around eight per cent from 2004 to 2005.  On 25 June 2006, the Iraqi Minister of Oil reportedly stated that oil production in Iraq had reached more than 2.5 million barrels per day.

(b) Accurate statistical reporting on Iraq is limited. However, DFAT has been advised that oil flows through the Iraq / Turkey oil pipeline in 2002 were around 480 000 barrels per day and in 2005 were around 30 000 barrels per day.

Question 37
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 104, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.4 (ITF)
Topic:  Iraq – Water supplies

Is access to water in Iraq better or worse than pre-invasion?
Answer

DFAT has been advised that accurate statistical data on Iraq’s water sector was not maintained during the Saddam era. DFAT has also been advised that, since the end of the war, the United States Government has provided approximately US$2.5 billion for the rehabilitation and construction of water and sewage infrastructure which has helped to restore water treatment capacity for around 3 million Iraqis.  

Question 38
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 106, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.4 (ITF)
Topic:  Iraq – Civilian deaths

Do you know how many Iraqi civilian deaths there have been as a result of the war?

Answer

Statistics on Iraqi civilian deaths and injuries are far from authoritative.  Various estimates, including by non-government organisations, place the number of civilian deaths since March 2003 at between about 18 000 and 42 000.  

Question 39
Senator Allison
Hansard page 109-110, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.4 (ITF)
Topic:  Iraq – Fallujah

(a) Was DFAT aware of the claims made in the paper (‘Fallujah-one year on’) prepared by Doctors for Iraq, which says that during the sieges of Fallujah in 2004, US soldiers occupied the main hospital in the city and arrested doctors and handcuffed medical personnel?  

(b) Can you confirm if US and Iraqi soldiers took over the hospital during the siege in Fallujah and used it as a military camp?

(c) Was the Australian government aware at the time that weapons used by the US were illegal under the conventions of warfare?

(d) Is the siege still going on in Fallujah?

Answer

(a) The Government followed closely open source reports on operations in Iraq, including in Fallujah.

(b) DFAT is advised that the main hospital in Fallujah has never been used as a military camp.

(c) The Government is aware of allegations regarding the use of munitions containing white phosphorus by United States forces during operations in Iraq.  The US has stated that its use of white phosphorus in Iraq was done in accordance with international law.  Australia expects that all military action taken by coalition partners in operations is in accordance with their respective obligations under international law.

(d) No.  

Question 40 (question number not allocated)

Question 41
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 114, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.4 (ITF)
Topic:  Iraq – Cole inquiry document

What is the date of the declassified document, posted on the website of the Cole inquiry, from the then head of the ITF (Bassim Blazey) to Mr Michael Thawley?

Answer

On 10 May 2006, the Prime Minister informed the House of Representatives that the email exchange took place in February 2005.
Question 42
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Iraq – Costs of engagement

What are the departmental or administered costs to DFAT of the Iraq engagement - capital and recurrent - and funding (identifying any rollovers) in each of the forward years to 2009-10?  

Answer
As at 31 May 2006 for the 2005-06 year, capital and operating expenditure on our Embassy in Baghdad was $9,755,926.  Salary costs for DFAT Australia‑based staff, which are paid from the central salary budget, were $896,687.  Over the same period, $54,435 was incurred by the Iraq Taskforce.  Salary costs were $635,081.  

The department received no additional appropriation funding for the Iraq engagement, and as such, forward year costs will continue to be absorbed by the department.

Question 43
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.4 (ITF)
Topic:  Iraq – Troop withdrawal

(a) When did the Minister last speak to his Japanese counterpart about Iraq?  

(1) What was the nature of the conversation?  

(2) Was the Australian troop deployment to Iraq’s Al Mutthana province discussed? 

(3) Were plans for the withdrawal of Australian and or Japanese troops discussed?

(b) When did the Minister last speak to his US counterpart about Iraq? 

(1) What was the nature of the conversation?

(2) Was the Australian troop deployment to Iraq discussed?

(3) Were plans for the withdrawal of Australian and/or Japanese troops discussed?
(c) When did the Minister last speak to his British counterpart about Iraq? 

(1) What was the nature of the conversation?

(2) Was the Australian troop deployment to Iraq discussed?

(3) Were plans for the withdrawal of Australian and or Japanese troops discussed?

Answer

Details of discussions on these matters between the Minister and his foreign counterparts, which occur very frequently, are treated as confidential and not a matter for the public record.
Question 44
Senator Conroy
Hansard page 4-5, 30 May 2006

Output:  1.1.5
Topic:  AUSFTA - Sugar
(a) Did DFAT provide briefing on sugar issues for the Prime Minister on his recent visit with President Bush?
(b) What is the estimate of how much more US consumers pay above the standard world price for sugar?
Answer

(a) Yes.
(b) Figures issued by the London International Financial Futures Exchange show that the domestic price of US wholesale refined sugar in 2005 was 29.5 cents per pound compared to the world price of 13.19 cents per pound.  In 2004, the US price was 23.5 cents per pound and the world price 10.9 cents per pound.  A report released by the US Department of Commerce in February 2006 on the impact of sugar prices on US food manufacturing (“Employment Changes in US Food Manufacturing: The Impact of Sugar Prices”) found that the domestic price of US wholesale refined sugar had been between two to three times the world price over the past twenty five years.

Question 45
Senator Ian Macdonald
Hansard page 7, 30 May 2006

Output:  1.1.5
Topic:  AUSFTA—Peanuts
Did the peanut industry provide views to DFAT prior to the first meeting of the AUSFTA Joint Committee in March?
Answer

No. DFAT did not receive a submission from the peanut industry through consultations it conducted with industry bodies and State and Territory Governments prior to the AUSFTA Joint Committee meeting.  

Question 46
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.5
Topic:  WTO and maritime services
(a) Is it correct that Australia has joined with some 14 countries to request 24 other WTO members GATS commitments on maritime services?

(b) Will this request, if agreed, impact on the cabotage policies of either the requesting or requested countries?

(c) How is this request consistent with Australia’s international treaty obligations, particularly in relation to ILO labour relations and human rights treaties such as:

· Convention 87 on freedom of association, 

· Convention 98 on the right to organise and collective bargaining, 

· Conventions 29 and 105 on forced labour, 

· Conventions 111 and 100 on discrimination, and

· Conventions 138 and 182 on child labour?

Answer

(a)
Yes.  The request is cosponsored by Australia, Canada, the European Communities, Hong Kong, Iceland, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Singapore, Switzerland and Chinese Taipei. Requested Members are:  Argentina, Brazil, Brunei, Chile, Croatia, Colombia, Egypt, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Kuwait, Malaysia, Morocco, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, Qatar, South Africa, Thailand, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, the United States and Uruguay.
(b)
No.  The request explicitly excludes cabotage.

(c)
The request is neutral with respect to Australia’s international treaty obligations on labour relations or human rights. The GATS does not affect Members’ right to regulate labour conditions. Labour standards and human rights are not subject to WTO rules and disciplines.
Question 47
Senator Conroy
Hansard page 10, 30 May 2006

Output:  1.1.6
Topic:  UAE FTA – DFAT Expenditure
How much has DFAT spent on negotiating the FTA with the UAE?
Answer

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade spent $337,780 negotiating the FTA with the UAE over financial years 2004–05 and 2005–06.  This figure does not include staffing costs, which are distributed across the department.  

The department has adopted flexible staffing structures to manage ongoing negotiations for several bilateral trade initiatives.  These flexible structures reflect the different skills required at different times during the negotiations, and the changing intensity of negotiations.  

Question 48
Senator Forshaw
Hansard page 25, 30 May 2006

Output:  1.1.6
Topic:  Resources industry
(a) What proportion of dividends from the resources industry goes overseas? 
(b) Can you confirm if less than 50 per cent of the profits from the mining industry are retained in Australia?

Answer

(a)
There is no official data published on the distribution of dividends by companies in the mining industry to Australian and foreign shareholders.
(b)
There is no official data published on the proportion of profits from companies in the mining industry that is retained in Australia.  

Question 49
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 15, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Suspension of DFAT officer
At which Court is the trial process being held for the DFAT officer suspended in September 2003?
Answer: Supreme Court of the ACT  

Question 50
Senator Ray
Hansard page 19, 29 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Promotion while suspended
While under suspension, can an officer apply for a promotion?
Answer: Yes.

Question 51
Senator Ray
Hansard page 21, 29 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Mr Smith - promotion
In regard to Mr Smith, the DFAT officer suspended in 2003 for breaching the APS Code of Conduct:

(a) Has he applied for a promotion?

(b) If so, what was the process?

(c) Who headed the selection panel?
Answer

(a) Mr Smith has applied for promotion.

(b) Mr Smith applied for promotion in the BB4 bulk round (policy), that was advertised in the Public Service Gazette on 26 January 2006.

(c) The Chairperson of the Selection Advisory Committee for that process was Mr Bryce Hutchesson, Assistant Secretary, Strategic Affairs Branch, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  

Question 52
Senator Ray
Hansard page 27, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Ombudsman
Are there any matters currently before the Ombudsman in relation to DFAT?
Answer

Yes. There are currently three matters before the Ombudsman in relation to DFAT.
Question 53
Senator Ray
Hansard page 34, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Contingency fund
In addition to expenses related to the Cole Inquiry, what other claims have been made on the department’s contingency fund this financial year?
Answer

Contingency funds enable the department to respond to emergencies, and other events that can not be anticipated in work unit budgets. The nature of the department’s operating environment means that there is a high likelihood of unanticipated expenditure requirements arising throughout the year. 

Requests for funding are assessed on their merits and funds are fully acquittable and monitored throughout the year. 

In 2005-06 departmental contingency funding covered the following:

· attendance at multilateral regional security forums 

· establishment of the Australia-Japan Free Trade Agreement feasibility study

· parliamentary delegation visits, both to and from Australia 

· support for Australia’s Special Envoy for Cyprus

· unanticipated costs at diplomatic missions overseas, including security consultancy, redundancy of locally-engaged staff member and public diplomacy initiatives.  

Question 54
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 123-125, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Defective administration
(a) Can you provide the figures which would indicate what pattern there might be for requests for compensation for detriment caused by defective administration?
(b) If a pattern has developed or, if there are circumstances where compensation is paid, what is the follow-up?

(c) If a claim for detriment caused by defective administration is not successful, is any appeal process possible?

(d) Have there been any such appeals over the last three years?

Answer

(a) As set out in the Question on Notice (QON), requests for Compensation for Detriment by Defective Administration (CDDA) in respect of DFAT, relate to a range of payments and issues:

· Passports
· Employment

· Consular

· Corporate advice

There is no discernable pattern to the claims, except that the majority relate to passports issuance.  For example, six out of the seven claims in which some money was paid by the Department to a complainant this financial year were in relation to passports applications.  Given the high volume of passports issued each year, this is not surprising.

(b) Depending on the circumstances, administrative arrangements will be reviewed and/or responsible officers counselled to minimise risk of the error occurring again.  It is in the Department’s interests to ensure that defective administration claims are kept to a minimum.

(c) Yes.  The Claimant may seek a review of the Department’s decision with the Commonwealth Ombudsman.

(d) Yes.  One complainant sought a review with the Ombudsman over the past three years.  

Question 55
Senator Stott Despoja

Written question, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.1.3
Topic:  Human rights—Colombia
It has come to our attention that human rights defenders are under significant threat in Colombia at the moment.  What is the Colombian government doing to respond to this escalation?

Answer
The Australian Government is not aware of a specific Colombian Government policy regarding the situation of human rights defenders in that country.  The Colombian Government does maintain a Presidential Program of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law, which was formed to promote respect and understanding of human rights in Colombia, and to find a solution to the internal armed conflict which is the principal source of human rights violations against Colombian citizens. The Program is responsible for monitoring violations of human rights and of international humanitarian law within Colombia.  

Question 56
Senator Ludwig
Written question, 30 May 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Bribery in international business
Background:

The name of the report is the ‘The Australia Phase 2 Report on the Application of the Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions and the 1997 Recommendation on Combating Bribery in International Business Transactions’.  The report was approved and adopted by the working group on Bribery in International Business Transactions on 4 January 2006.

(a) Regarding the December 1999 administrative circular advising staff of the effect of the extraterritorial reach of the foreign bribery offence, why was the circular not written to encourage DFAT officials to report instances of foreign bribery that they may come across in the course of their functions as per the OECD Report at 34 page 12?

(b) Can DFAT please supply the recent cable and DFAT news article which is mentioned at the OECD Report at 34 which encourages DFAT staff to report instances of foreign bribery to the AFP?

(c) When was the overseas code of conduct for Australian Officials serving overseas, amended to include obligation and guidance to report breaches of the code and misconducts of a criminal nature?

(d) Is it anticipated that this code will be amended further to allow direct contact with an Australian law enforcement agency?

Answer

(a) The December 1999 administrative circular aimed to advise employees of the newly enacted Criminal Code Amendment (Bribery of Foreign Public Officials) Act 1999 including the nature of the new offence of foreign bribery and penalties related to the offence. Guidance on reporting apparent or alleged breaches of the APS Code of Conduct and the DFAT Code of Conduct for Overseas Service (Code) (which includes instances of foreign bribery) were already set out in the Code when it was issued on 9 October 1997.

(b) Yes.  Please find attached the cable of 23 September 2004 (Attachment A) and DFAT News article (attachment B). [Electronic copies attached.]
(c) The Code was issued on 9 October 1997 and included detailed provisions for reporting apparent or alleged breaches of the Code by employees.  

Complementary guidance on reporting possible breaches of the Code and the APS Code of Conduct was issued through an administrative circular on 10 April 2002.  

A revised Code was issued through an administrative circular on 7 October 2004.  This revised DFAT Code of Conduct for Overseas Service included (a) guidance to employees on reporting of possible breaches of the Code and how such reports will be handled and (b) guidance on reporting to employees should they become aware of serious criminal misconduct by an Australian who is not an employee as a complement to guidance in the Consular Handbook.

(d) There has been no decision to amend the Code.  

Question 57
Senator Ludwig
Written question, 30 May 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  India—AWB
Can I refer you to allegations of bribery on the part of the AWB in India. These allegations involve a $2.5 million pay-off in connection with a large grain sale to the Indian government.

(a) When and how was the department first made aware of –

(1) these allegations?

(2) investigations being conducted by Indian authorities?

(3) the Indian parliament’s interest in the matter?

(b) Were DFAT employees stationed in India approached about these allegations at any time?

(1) Were any materials provided to DFAT employees that related to the allegations?  Were those materials forwarded on to anyone else?  If so who?

(c) Were any investigations or inquiries made on the behalf of the department into these allegations?

(1) If so please provide details.  If not, why not?

(d) Were any of the department’s employees seconded to or working for the AWB around the AWB, either in India or elsewhere?

If they argue that they can’t comment on these issues without India’s permission… 

(e) Have you asked India for their permission to comment on these matters?  If not, why not and could you do so?

Answer

(a) (1) – (3)

These allegations were reported publicly at the time.

(b) DFAT officials have no role in such investigations.

(c) DFAT does not conduct investigations in foreign countries.

(d) Our records do not indicate DFAT staff worked for AWB during this period.
Question 58

Senator Ludwig

Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  1.1.7

Topic:  Legal services - expenditure

(a) What sum did the department or agency spend during 2005–2006 on external legal services (including private firms, the Australian Government Solicitor and any others)?
(b) What sum did the department or agency spend on internal legal services?
(c) What is the department or agency's projected expenditure on legal services for 2006–2007?
Answer

[All figures provided in response to the above questions are GST exclusive.]

(a) As at 31 May 2006, expenditure by the department on external legal services was $2,854,131.  This figure includes expenditure by the Overseas Property Office but not administered expenditure.

(b) As at 31 May 2006, expenditure on internal legal services was $1,978,918.

(c) Final estimates for projected expenditure on legal services are not available yet.  At this stage, it is expected that expenditure on external legal services (in Australia only) will be at least $1,750,000 (including expenditure by the Overseas Property Office).  It is expected that expenditure on internal legal services will be approximately $2,100,000.  

Question 58 (ACIAR)
Senator Ludwig
Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  ACIAR
Topic:  Legal services - expenditure
(a) What sum did the department or agency spend during 2005–2006 on external legal services (including private firms, the Australian Government Solicitor and any others).

(b) What sum did the department or agency spend on internal legal services. 

(c) What is the department or agency's projected expenditure on legal services for 2006–2007.

Answer

(a) $24,449
(b) Nil

(c) $20,000
Question:  58 (AJF)
Senator Ludwig
Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  Australia Japan Foundation
Topic:  Legal services - expenditure
(a) What sum did the department or agency spend during 2005–2006 on external legal services (including private firms, the Australian Government Solicitor and any others).

(b) What sum did the department or agency spend on internal legal services. 

(c) What is the department or agency's projected expenditure on legal services for 2006–2007.

Answer

(a) $4043.00

(b) Nil

(c) $10,000.00

Question 58 (EFIC)
Senator Ludwig
Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  Export Finance and Insurance Corporation
Topic:  Legal services—expenditure
(a) What sum did the department or agency spend during 2005–2006 on external legal services (including private firms, the Australian Government Solicitor and any others).

(b) What sum did the department or agency spend on internal legal services. 

(c) What is the department or agency's projected expenditure on legal services for 2006–2007.

Answer

As the accounts data to June 30, 2006 was not available at the time of writing, the answers to (a) and (b) are based on the 11 month period to May 31, 2006.

(a) $570,628 ; this amount includes $512,818 paid to overseas lawyers. 

(b) $1,037,272

(c) $1,466,526

Question 59
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Indonesia – Prisoner transfer agreement
(a) Can the Department please provide details of the progress on the negotiation of a Prisoner Transfer Agreement with Indonesia?

(b) When did negotiations begin?

(c) When was the last round of discussions on the agreement? 

(d) When was the agreement last raised in representations to the Indonesian Government by the Embassy in Jakarta? 

(e) When was it last raised in representations to the Indonesian Government by Australian Ministers?

(f) What is the estimated time-frame for concluding an agreement? 

Answer

(a) Negotiation of a bilateral prisoner transfer agreement with Indonesia is a high priority for the Government. 

(b) to (e)
On 7 April 2005, Senator Ellison and Dr Hamid Awaluddin, the Indonesian Minister for Law and Human Rights, announced that Australia and Indonesia would commence discussions about a prisoner transfer agreement.  Australian ministers and officials have had discussions with Indonesia about an agreement during 2005 and this year, most recently during the Eighth Indonesia – Australia Ministerial Forum on 29 June 2006.  

(f) The Governments of Australia and Indonesia have indicated that it would be desirable for negotiations to be concluded by the end of 2006.  

Question 60
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Timor Sea Treaty
(a) What steps has the Commonwealth Government taken to ensure that the provisions of the Timor Sea Treaty are being applied?

(b) Is preferential treatment for Timorese nationals in employment in the Joint Petroleum Development Area still being applied?

(c) What actions has the Commonwealth Government taken to ensure that global oil and gas majors, such as ConocoPhillips, are complying with their responsibilities under the Treaty?

(d) If such companies have not complied with the intent of the Treaty, what corrective actions has the Commonwealth Government taken to enforce the provisions of the Treaty?

Answer

(a) The Timor Sea Treaty between the Government of East Timor and the Government of Australia, done at Dili on 20 May 2002, is primarily implemented in Australian law through the Petroleum (Timor Sea Treaty) Act 2003.  The provisions of the Treaty are applied through a variety of means, including by the Timor Sea Treaty Ministerial Council, Joint Commission and Designated Authority which exercise the rights and responsibilities of Australia in accordance with the Treaty.

(b) Yes.
(c) Various obligations under the Timor Sea Treaty, including with respect to employment, are given effect through legal requirements on the contracting companies contained in the Petroleum Mining Code and Production Sharing Contracts.  The Timor Sea Treaty Designated Authority is responsible for ensuring the companies comply with their obligations under the Code and Contracts.  The Designated Authority is responsible to the Joint Commission, to which Australia appoints a representative.  
(d) The Timor Sea Treaty Designated Authority has not advised the Australian Government of any failures by the contracting companies to comply with their obligations under the Petroleum Mining Code or Production Sharing Contracts.  
Question 61
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Australian National Commission for UNESCO – Attendance

Please provide meeting attendance records of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO?

Answer

The attendance records of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO are contained in the minutes for the respective meetings of the National Commission and are not public documents.
Question 62
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Australian National Commission for UNESCO – Budget

What is the Australian National Commission for UNESCO budget for 2006–2007?

Answer

The 2006–2007 budget for the Australian National Commission for UNESCO has yet to be determined.  In 2005-2006, funding comprised an administrative budget of $63,000 to cover running costs for the National Commission and a discretionary grants program budget of $75,000 to fund UNESCO projects.

Question 63
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Australian National Commission for UNESCO – Documents

Please provide charter documents of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO?

Answer

The charter for the Australian National Commission for UNESCO is set out in the Rules of Procedure for the Australian National Commission for UNESCO.  The Rules of Procedure can be viewed on the Australian National Commission for UNESCO website at www.dfat.gov.au/intorgs/unesco.

Question 64
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Australian National Commission for UNESCO – Meetings

Since its inception, when and where has the Australian National Commission for UNESCO met?

Answer

Since its inception in 1947, the Australian Commission for UNESCO or its predecessor, the National Co-ordinating Committee for UNESCO, has met numerous times in locations most convenient for its members to attend.

Question 65
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Australian National Commission for UNESCO – Member selection

How are members of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO chosen?

Answer

Article IV.1 of the Rules of Procedure (the Rules) for the Australian National Commission for UNESCO, provides that the National Commission is appointed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs.  Article IV.2 of the Rules require the Minister for Foreign Affairs to consult with the Minister for Education or that Minister’s officials regarding the appointment of education specialists.

Question 66
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Australian National Commission for UNESCO – Members

Please provide a list of dates for present and past members of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO?

Answer

The list of members of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO for 2005-2007 was announced in press releases issued by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Downer, on 17 September 2005 and 17 May 2006.  The press releases can be viewed on the DFAT website www.dfat.gov.au.

The provision of a list of dates for present and past members of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO would involve a very substantial commitment of resources that cannot be justified in light of competing demands.

Question 67

Senator Evans

Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7

Topic:  Australian National Commission for UNESCO – Outcomes

What outcomes has the Australian National Commission for UNESCO achieved?

Answer

The Australian National Commission for UNESCO, and its networks, provides advice to the government, and liaises with organisations, institutions and individuals, on a wide range of matters relating to UNESCO. It also undertakes activities in Australia and the Asia-Pacific region in support of UNESCO objectives and ideals.  It gives high priority to UNESCO programs in the Pacific.

Further information concerning the Australian National Commission for UNESCO’s work can be viewed on the Commission’s website at www.dfat.gov.au/intorgs/unesco.
Question 68

Senator Evans

Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7

Topic:  Australian National Commission for UNESCO – Remuneration

Are members of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO remunerated? If so, how much?

Answer
Members of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO execute their functions in a voluntary capacity.  Members are, however, provided with a per diem, if they request it, when they travel to international conferences outside Australia on UNESCO business.  Per diems may cover meals, transport, accommodation and incidental expenses.  Members are also reimbursed on request for airfares, accommodation and taxi fares when they travel to National Commission meetings in Australia, and occasionally for travel to other UNESCO meetings within Australia.  

Question 69
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Australian National Commission for UNESCO – Secretariat

Does the Australian National Commission for UNESCO have a permanent secretariat? If so, what is its composition?

Answer

Yes. The Secretariat functions of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO are provided by the Secretary-General, a position occupied by a designated officer in the International Organisations Branch of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  The Secretary-General receives some administrative support from time to time from other officers within that Branch.

Question 70
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  1.1.7
Topic:  Australian National Commission for UNESCO – Travel

(a) Are members of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO provided airfares to attend meetings?

(b) Are members of the Australian National Commission for UNESCO provided with a travel allowance?

Answer

(a) Yes.  Australian National Commission for UNESCO members are provided airfares to attend National Commission meetings in Australia.  In some instances UNESCO or the Australian Government have paid for Australian National Commission for UNESCO members to attend UNESCO meetings abroad.

(b) Yes.  Australian National Commission for UNESCO members are provided with a travel allowance to cover accommodation and taxi fares to attend National Commission meetings in Australia.

Question 71
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Commercial engagement India
The budget allocates $6.5 million over three years to the “India – Enhancing Australia’s Commercial Engagement” initiative.  Will the uranium mining industry benefit from this – if so how? 

Answer: No.
Question 72
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Missile defence systems
Does Australia have any involvement with the development of any missile defence systems?  If so, will this undermine the deterrent effect of China and Russia existing nuclear weapons stocks?
Answer

Australia is participating in the United States missile defence program under a Memorandum of Understanding the two countries signed at AUSMIN in 2004. There is no expectation this will undermine the deterrent effect of nuclear weapon stocks held by China and Russia.  The US missile defence system is purely defensive and limited, so it will not provoke an arms race nor alter fundamental strategic relations but it will help deter countries from acquiring ballistic missiles in the first place.
Question 73
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Nuclear agreements
When did Australia first advise the US about the Australia-China Nuclear Material Transfer Agreement and Nuclear Cooperation Agreement? What was the US reaction?
Answer

See response to question 86.  The texts of the agreements became available to the United States Government and others when the agreements were published following signature on 3 April 2006.

Question 74
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Nuclear fuels
Has DFAT provided any advice about the pros and cons of leasing nuclear fuels? 
Answer: No.

Question 75
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Nuclear material
With regards to the Australia-China Nuclear Material Transfer Agreement and Nuclear Cooperation Agreement, to what degree of accuracy will Australian obligated nuclear material be tracked? In other words, how many kilograms of material could feasibly be unaccounted for each year.  
Answer

The accounting records for Australian obligated nuclear material will be maintained to International Atomic Energy Agency standards, i.e. to the nearest gram.  There have been no cases of Australian Obligated Nuclear Material (AONM) being unaccounted for under any agreement.
Question 76
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Nuclear programs India
If there was to be a bilateral agreement between Australia and India in the future, would the Department recommend that India be required to separate its civil and military nuclear programs as the US agreement with India stipulates. If so, how does DFAT expect that this separation would be achieved?

Answer

The Government’s current policy is only to supply uranium to countries which are a party to the NPT and have signed a bilateral safeguards agreement with Australia. Further, Mr Downer announced in 2005 that the Additional Protocol on strengthened IAEA safeguards would be made an additional condition for supply of Australian uranium to non-nuclear weapon states.

Mr Downer told Parliament on 28 March 2006 that we have no current intention to change our policy on uranium sales, but India’s plan to bring its civil sector under International Atomic Energy Agency safeguards is a matter of considerable interest to us.

Question 77
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Nuclear waste
If the Government decided to permit the import of nuclear waste, what safety measures would DFAT recommend?

Answer

The Government’s policy is not to import nuclear waste from any country.
Question 78
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Nuclear waste material
With regards to nuclear waste material, how does DFAT define “high” and “medium” level waste?
Answer

The Government is guided by the following definitions of high level radioactive waste and long-lived intermediate level radioactive waste used by the International Atomic Energy Agency:
High level radioactive waste:  Waste which contains large concentrations of both short and long-lived radioactive nuclides, and is sufficiently radioactive to require both shielding and cooling.  It generates more than two kilowatts per cubic metre of heat.
Long-lived Intermediate Level Waste:  Waste that requires shielding, but needs little or no provision for heat dissipation.  Concentrations of long-lived radionuclides (which generally have a half-life of greater than 30 years) exceed limitations for short lived waste.
Short-lived Intermediate Level Waste: Waste that requires shielding, but needs little or no provision for heat dissipation, and contains low concentrations of long-lived radionuclides (less than 4000 Bq/g of alpha emitters).  Radionuclides generally have a half-life of less than 30 years.
Question 79
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Nuclear waste movements
Has DFAT provided advice on the risk of terrorist attack on movements of nuclear waste into Australia?

Answer

See answer to question number 77. When the radioactive waste from the reprocessing of spent fuel from the HIFAR reactor (operated by the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation) is returned to Australia, the normal arrangements in relation to outward-bound shipments of spent fuel would apply. That is, a threat assessment would be provided, and in the light of that assessment, a Transport Security Plan would be developed. That Plan would be subject to the approval of ASNO, ARPANSA and AMSA, and would be developed in consultation with relevant State and/or Territory Government authorities.
Question 80
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Nuclear weapons India
Has DFAT assessed whether an expansion of Indian nuclear weapon stockpile will undermine the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone (Bangkok Treaty)?
Answer: No.

Question 81
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Nuclear weapons Japan/Korea
In the event that Japan or Korea developed nuclear weapons would Australia be obliged to cut off our exports of uranium? 

Answer

Australia’s nuclear safeguards agreements with Japan and the Republic of Korea provide that it is a breach of the agreement to use nuclear material subject to the agreement for the development or manufacture of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices.  Such action would also constitute non-compliance with the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty and the country’s safeguards agreement with the IAEA. In such circumstances the agreements give Australia the right to suspend further transfers of nuclear material, and to require the return of material already supplied.  

Question 82
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Nuclear weapons proliferation India
Does DFAT believe that India has a good record with regards to preventing nuclear weapons proliferation?
Answer

The Prime Minister has said that India has a very good record in relation to non-proliferation.

Question 83
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Nuclear weapons stockpile India
What information does DFAT have about India’s intention to increase its nuclear weapons stockpile?

Answer

DFAT has access to information available from a range of sources, including open-source assessments, and statements made by the Indian Government.

Question 84
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Security report India
Is DFAT aware of the Institute for Science and International Security report called Neither a Determined Proliferator Nor a Responsible Nuclear State: India’s Record Needs Scrutiny by David Albright and Susan Basu (April 5, 2006). Does DFAT consider this report credible?

Answer

DFAT is aware of the report. It has not made an assessment as to its credibility.

Question 85
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Uranium enrichment
With regards to the new uranium enrichment technology ‘Laser Isotope Separation’ being developed by an Australian company, does DFAT agree that there is a likelihood that this technology will use widely available technology and significantly less energy than existing enrichment technologies? If so, does DFAT consider that this technology presents a nuclear proliferation risk?

Answer

Details of SILEX technology are classified.  Regarding comparisons with centrifuge enrichment technologies, Silex Systems Ltd reports that SILEX technology has higher efficiency and lower operating costs.

Silex Systems Ltd is subject to strict controls to ensure the SILEX project complies with the Government’s strong commitment to preventing the spread of nuclear weapons.  Silex Systems Ltd has sold the technology to the US company General Electric for commercial development in the United States.  The United States also applies strict controls to protect technology of this kind.  

The transfer of SILEX technology to the United States is covered by a safeguards and technology transfer agreement concluded with Australia in 2000.  This agreement ensures that: (a) the technology will be used solely for peaceful purposes; (b) appropriate security will be applied to protect SILEX technology against unauthorized use or access; and (c) any uranium enriched using SILEX technology will become Australian Obligated Nuclear Material, subject to Australia’s agreement with the United States concerning the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy.
Question 86
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Uranium exports
When did Australia first advise the US about our negotiations with China regarding uranium exports? What was the US reaction?
Answer

The fact that Australia was considering the negotiation of a nuclear safeguards agreement with China was discussed with officials of the United States Embassy in late 2004. The United States has not raised any objections to Australia exporting uranium to China.  The United States concluded a similar agreement with China in 1985. 

Question 87
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Uranium exports India
If Australia exports uranium to India, would DFAT equally recommend export to Pakistan? 

Answer: The question is hypothetical—see answer to question 76.
Question 88
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Uranium exports other countries
Are there any other countries with which DFAT has been discussing possible Australian uranium exports?

Answer: No.

Question 89
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  Uranium mining India
Are any Australian companies involved in uranium mining in India? Would Australian companies involved in uranium mining in India be covered by any future bilateral agreement between India and Australia?
Answer

The government is not aware of any Australian company involved in uranium mining in India. Mining activities, irrespective of whether Australian companies are involved, do not come under the scope of Australia’s bilateral safeguards agreements.
Question 90
Senator Milne
Written question, 2 June 2006

Output:  1.1.8
Topic:  US agreement with India
Was there any discussion between the US administration and DFAT prior to the public announcement of the US agreement with India? 

Answer

See response to Senate Question on Notice No.1613 (tabled 10 May 2006), part (1).
Question 91
Senator Ray
Hansard page 22, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.2
Topic:  Security clearances
How many members of the department have their security clearances suspended at the moment?

Answer: None.

Question 92
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 23, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.2
Topic:  Security tapes
Can you confirm if any used security tapes have been destroyed?
Answer: DFAT has not destroyed any tapes.  

Question 93
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 25, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.2
Topic:  Security tape access
Have there been any instances where there has been a need to access a security tape and it could not be located because of inadequate procedures?
Answer

No.  The tapes are used to backup the system data in case of hard disk failure.  System backup procedures are adequate.

Question 94
Senator Hogg
Hansard page 58, 29 May 2006

Output:  1.2
Topic:  CCTV system
When will the upgrading of the CCTV cameras, that need to be upgraded, be done?
Answer

The review of the existing layout of the CCTV cameras and the upgrade required has been completed.  The physical upgrade of the CCTV system and cameras is planned for 2006-07.

Question 95
Senator Carr
Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  1.4
Topic:  Mr Mark McBurney
(a) Can the Department confirm that it received advice from DIMA in 2005 regarding the entry to Australia on a US diplomatic passport of a Mr Mark McBurney?

(b) What advice exactly did you receive from DIMA regarding this person?

(c) Did you receive advice about Mr McBurney’s intended employment in Australia? If so, what was that advice?

(d) Did you convey any information about Mr McBurney to the United States Embassy?  What information did you convey? Did you convey information about Mr McBurney’s employment or intended employment in Australia? On what date did you convey this information?

(e) What were the department’s reasons for conveying this information to the US Embassy?

(f) According to what policy, guideline or protocol did you convey information to the US Embassy about:

(1) The manner, date or any other information concerning Mr McBurney’s entry to Australia; and

(2) Mr McBurney’s employment or intentions regarding employment in Australia?

Answer

(a) The Department accessed the Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs' immigration management and recording system, Integrated Client Services Environment (ICSE) which contained advice of Mr McBurney's movements in and out of Australia.
(b) The Department accessed ICSE records which indicated that Mr McBurney left Australia on 3 October 2004 and re-entered Australia on 8 December 2004 using a diplomatic visa in a US diplomatic passport.
(c) No.
(d) The Department informed the US Embassy of Mr McBurney's departure and re-entry dates on 5 January 2005.  It did not convey any information to the Embassy about Mr McBurney's employment or intended employment in Australia.
(e) The Department was responding to a call from the US Embassy seeking confirmation that Mr McBurney had left Australia.  The Department routinely liaises with diplomatic missions and consular posts regarding arrivals and departures of diplomatic and consular officials because of arrangements in place to authorise the granting and cessation of diplomatic visas for such officials posted to Australia.  
(1) Information pertaining to Mr McBurney's arrival and departure on a diplomatic visa was conveyed to the US Embassy in its capacity as the sending state with responsibility for the employment of Mr McBurney as their consular officer.
(2) Not applicable.
Question 96
Senator Ray
Hansard page 59, 29 May 2006

Output:  2.1
Topic:  Parliamentary travel
(a) Does DFAT deal with the Parliamentary Relations Office in regard to parliamentary study leave?

(b) Is DOFA involved in the approval process of parliamentary study leave?

Answer

(a) DFAT does not deal with the Parliamentary Relations Office (PRO) in relation to travel by parliamentarians using their overseas study entitlement.  DFAT deals directly with parliamentarians (or their offices) to assist them with their study tours.  That assistance includes arranging briefings and developing programs of appointments overseas.  However, it is usual for parliamentarians to arrange their travel documents, including passports and visas, through the PRO.  

(b) The Special Minister of State approves study tours for federal parliamentarians. DOFA funds travel for parliamentarians making use of their overseas study entitlement.  

Question 97
Senator Ray
Hansard page 60, 29 May 2006

Output:  2.1
Topic:  Parliamentary travel – Mr Sercombe
Which ministers’ offices were on the distribution list of the cable that provided details of Mr Sercombe’s upcoming visit to the US and French Polynesia?

Answer

The cable distribution included the Prime Minister’s Office, the Foreign Minister’s Office and the Trade Minister’s Office.  The cable was also distributed to the Minister for Finance, the Special Minister of State and the Minister for the Environment and Heritage.  

Question 98
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 76, 29 May 2006

Output:  2.1
Topic:  Hong Kong – Australian prisoners
(a) In regard to the three Australians recently convicted and sentenced in Hong Kong, have discussions about prisoner transfer agreements commenced?

(b) What, if any, involvement has DFAT had in this case?

(c) In regard to the prisoner, Rachel Ann Diaz, can you confirm or do you have any knowledge of the transcripts of intercepted telephone calls not being made available to her legal representatives in an appeal against her sentence?

(d) When did the last consular contact take place?

Answer

(a) The prisoner transfer agreement has been completed and came into effect on 23 April 2006.  
(b) The Australian Consulate General in Hong Kong has provided consular assistance to these three Australians, visiting them regularly since soon after their arrest and attending their court hearings.  
(c) We understand that Rachel Diaz’s legal representative sought to have transcripts of intercepted telephone conversations submitted as defence evidence during her trial.  This is a matter for the Attorney General’s Department.

(d) Thursday 29 June 2006.  Consular visits to Ms Diaz take place at least weekly.  
Question 99
Senator Heffernan
Hansard page 112, 29 May 2006

Output:  2.1
Topic:  Passport – Mr Scoble
Has Mr Scoble applied to have his passport again?

Answer: No.
Question 100
Senator Faulkner (a) (b)/Ray (c)
Written question, 

Hansard page 93 (a), 95 (b), 98 (c), 29 May 2006

Output:  2.1
Topic:  David Hicks
(a) Can DFAT outline the issues that were raised with the Consul-General (Washington) on 16 March 2006 by David Hicks in relation to his internment in Guantanamo Bay?
(b) Has any Australian authority indicated to any American authority concern in not knowing about the changes made in relation to Mr Hicks’ status and circumstances at Guantanamo Bay until after the changes were made?

(c) At the time the nine UK detainees were released from Guantanamo Bay had Mr Hicks been charged?

Answer

(a) Mr Hicks discussed his health, living conditions and access to privileges at Guantanamo Bay.  These issues have been followed up with Pentagon and Guantanamo Bay authorities.
(b) The Consul-General has stressed to Guantanamo Bay authorities the need for us to receive clear and timely advice of any change in Mr Hicks’ conditions of detention.

(c) Five UK detainees were repatriated to the UK on 9 March 2004. A further four UK detainees were repatriated to the UK in January 2005.  The US Government announced that it had laid charges against Mr Hicks on 10 June 2004.
Question 101
Senator Evans
Written question, 7 June 2006

Output:  2.1
Topic:  Passports revenue
I refer to Budget Paper No.2 2006-07 Budget at p13, 'Fees charged for passports and other travel documents—increase': 

(a) What are the assumptions underlying the increase in revenue? 
(b) What are the estimates of demand over the forward estimates now for the different types of passports and what is the projected revenue for each?

(c) What are the estimates of demand over the forward estimates following implementation of the measure for the different types of passports and what is the projected revenue for each?

(d) After the implementation of the measure, for each year 2006–07 through to 2009–10 can the Minister detail how much of the increased passports revenue is being used to offset the costs of 'Overseas consular and crisis response—strengthening assistance to Australians'?

Answer

(a) The increase in the passport fee in 2006-07 is broken into two parts:

(1) 9% increase to offset the ‘strengthening Consular and Overseas Crisis Response Capabilities’ measure; and

(2) Consumer Price Indexation for 2006-07.  

(b) Estimated demand and projected revenue based on current fee schedule is detailed in Attachment A.

(c) Estimated demand and projected revenue based on fee schedule from 1 July 2006 and onwards is detailed in Attachment B.

(d) Expenditure against the ‘strengthening Consular and Overseas Crisis Response Capabilities’ measure will be tracked in the Financial Management Information System (FMIS) separately and expenditure will be able to be reported on as it becomes available and as required.

Question 102
Senator Forshaw
Hansard page 19, 30 May 2006

Written question, 30 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Economic Analytical Unit Budget
What is the budget for the Economic Analytical Unit?

Answer

The budget for the Economic Analytical Unit in 2005-06 was $159,196. Salary costs were $719,254. 

Question 103
Senator Forshaw
Hansard page 19, 30 May 2006

Written question, 30 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Office of Trade Negotiations Budget
(a) What is the budget for the Office of Trade Negotiations?

(b) How many people are employed in the division? 

(c) How has this changed over the past five years?

Answer

(a) The budget for the Office of Trade Negotiations in 2005-06 was $1,224,534. Salary costs were $7, 343,323. 

(b) The Office of Trade Negotiations was allocated 70.8 full time equivalent (FTE) staff in 2005-06.

(c) The number of staff allocated to the Office of Trade Negotiations increased from 65.0 FTE in 2000-01 (then known as Trade Negotiations Division) to 70.8 FTE in 2005-06.  

Question 104
Senator Forshaw
Hansard page 19, 30 May 2006

Written question, 30 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Trade Development Division Budget
(a) What is the budget for the Trade Development Division?

(b) How many people are employed in the division?

(c) How has this changed over the past five years?

Answer

(a) The budget for the Trade Development Division in 2005-06 was $1,653,879. Salary costs were $5,662,675.

(b) There were 71.8 full time equivalent (FTE) allocated to Trade Development Division in 2005-06, including ten FTE staff allocated to the APEC Task Force, which is located in the division.

(c) The number of full-time equivalent staff allocated to the Trade Development Division, including the APEC Task Force, decreased from 73.0 FTE in 2000-01 to 71.8 FTE in 2005-06.

Question 105
Senator Forshaw
Hansard page 20, 30 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  APEC Task force
(a) What is the budget for the APEC task force?

(b) How many people are employed in the task force?

Answer

(a) The budget for the APEC task force in 2005-06 was $2,202,314.

(b) There were ten full time equivalent (FTE) staff allocated to the APEC task force in 2005-06, increasing to 17.8 FTE staff in 2006-07.

Question 106
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 41, 29 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Overtime costs
Have there been any overtime costs in relation to departmental activities in relation to Mr Downer’s statement to the Cole commission?
Answer
Overtime costs were incurred for a range of work undertaken as part of Departmental and Ministerial cooperation with the Cole Inquiry.  

Question 107
Senator Forshaw
Hansard page 20, 30 May 2006

Written question, 30 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Trade specific activities
(a) Is there an estimate of how much is spent for trade specific activities in the department?

(b) What is the breakdown between spending on bilateral free trade agreements and World Trade Organisation negotiations?

Answer
(a) No; as the trade effort is a core function of the department, with trade specific activities integrated across the department, it is not possible to provide an overall estimate of expenditure.  

The department’s four geographic divisions and global network of overseas posts continue to place a high priority on trade policy issues, including, by vigorously pursuing bilateral market access initiatives.  Heads of Mission are aware that they should spend at least 50 per cent of their time and resources pursuing Australia’s trade interests.  

(b) Costs incurred in relation to bilateral free trade agreements and World Trade Organization negotiations are distributed across the Department. The Office of Trade Negotiations was created in 2001 to increase the effectiveness of Australia’s trade negotiating effort, including the WTO multilateral trade negotiations. The department has adopted flexible staffing structures to manage ongoing negotiations for several bilateral trade initiatives. These flexible structures reflect the different skills required at different times during the negotiations, and the changing intensity of negotiations.  
It would require unreasonable diversion of resources to separately identify all costs.  

Question 108
Senator Faulkner
Hansard page 88, 29 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services (Executive Branch)
Topic:  Prime Ministerial travel
Does DFAT take a proactive role in regard to Prime Ministerial travel?

Answer

The Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet is responsible for arranging Prime Ministerial travel.  DFAT regularly assists Prime Ministerial travel, in close consultation with PM&C.
Question 109
Senator Mason
Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Absenteeism
What initiatives, if any, has the Department undertaken in the past three years to address absenteeism?

Answer

DFAT employees display a high level of professionalism, with fewer unscheduled absences than many other agencies. DFAT’s OH&S initiatives, employee support programs, staff counselling services and the Working Smarter campaign have had a positive impact in reducing the level of absences. DFAT staff is actively encouraged to adopt work practices which balance work and life commitments, such as:

· using flex-time credits for leave of less than one full working day taken, where the employee has access to flex-time arrangements;
· taking advantage of the annual in-house flu vaccination program;

· consulting the staff counsellors and Family Liaison Office for assistance where necessary;

· using recreation leave credits in the year in which they accrue.

Question 110
Senator Ludwig
Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Leadership training
The following questions relate to the purchase of executive coaching and/or other leadership training services by the department/agency, broken down for each of the last four financial years.
Where available, please provide:

(a) Total spending on these services.

(b) The number of employees offered these services and their salary level.

(c) The number of employees who have utilised these services and their salary level.

(d) The names of all service providers engaged.

(e) For each service purchased from a provider listed in the answer to the previous question, please provide:

(1) The name and nature of the service purchased.

(2) Whether the service is one-on-one or group based.

(3) The number of employees who received the service.

(4) The total number of hours involved for all employees.

(5) The total amount spent on the service.

(6) A description of the fees charged (e.g. per hour, complete package).

(7) Where a service was provided at any location other than the department or agency's own premises, please provide:

i. The location used

ii. The number of employees who took part on each occasion

iii. The total number of hours involved for all employees who took part.

Answer

Under its corporate training and development strategy, the department delivers a number of training workshops on management and leadership skills. Relevant workshops are available to the full range of staff at the applicable level. The program does not include executive coaching.  

Available details of these leadership training services purchased and undertaken are in the attached tables for the financial years 2005–06 (attachment A), 2004–05 (attachment B), 2003–04 (attachment C) and 2002–03 (attachment D). The following summary information is drawn from the tables:

(a) Total spending on these services for 2005–06:
$114,198

Total spending on these services for 2004–05:
$135,215

Total spending on these services for 2003–04:
$132,450

Total spending on these services for 2002–03:
$141,614

(c) Total number of employees who have utilised these services for 2005–06:
206

Total number of employees who have utilised these services for 2004–05:
311

Total number of employees who have utilised these services for 2003–04:
271

Total number of employees who have utilised these services for 2002–03:
311

[Attachments also provided in electronic format on FADT website.]
Question 110 (ACIAR)
Senator Ludwig
Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  ACIAR
Topic:  Leadership training
The following questions relate to the purchase of executive coaching and/or other leadership training services by the department/agency, broken down for each of the last four financial years.
Where available, please provide:

(a) Total spending on these services.

(b) The number of employees offered these services and their salary level.

(c) The number of employees who have utilised these services and their salary level.

(d) The names of all service providers engaged.

(e) For each service purchased from a provider listed in the answer to the previous question, please provide:

(8) The name and nature of the service purchased.

(9) Whether the service is one-on-one or group based.

(10) The number of employees who received the service.

(11) The total number of hours involved for all employees.

(12) The total amount spent on the service.

(13) A description of the fees charged (e.g. per hour, complete package).

(14) Where a service was provided at any location other than the department or agency's own premises, please provide:

i. The location used

ii. The number of employees who took part on each occasion

iii. The total number of hours involved for all employees who took part.

Answer

(a), (b), (c) and (d)
See ACIAR attachment A

(e)


See ACIAR attachment B.
Question 110 (AJF)
Senator Ludwig
Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  Australia Japan Foundation

Topic:  Leadership training
The following questions relate to the purchase of executive coaching and/or other leadership training services by the department/agency, broken down for each of the last four financial years.
Where available, please provide:

(a) Total spending on these services.

(b) The number of employees offered these services and their salary level.

(c) The number of employees who have utilised these services and their salary level.

(d) The names of all service providers engaged.

(e) For each service purchased from a provider listed in the answer to the previous question, please provide:

(15) The name and nature of the service purchased.

(16) Whether the service is one-on-one or group based.

(17) The number of employees who received the service.

(18) The total number of hours involved for all employees.

(19) The total amount spent on the service.

(20) A description of the fees charged (e.g. per hour, complete package).

(21) Where a service was provided at any location other than the department or agency's own premises, please provide:

i. The location used

ii. The number of employees who took part on each occasion

iii. The total number of hours involved for all employees who took part.

Answer

(a)
$770.00

(b)
One; BB4/EL2

(c)
As in (b)

(d)
Emergence International Pty Ltd

(e)
(1)
Emergence International Pty Ltd – executive coaching


(2)
One-on-one


(3)
One


(4)
2.0 hour


(5)
$770.00


(6)
Per hour


(7)
(i)  N/a

(ii)  N/a
(iii)  N/a  

Question 110 (EFIC)
Senator Ludwig
Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  Export Finance and Insurance Corporation
Topic:  Leadership training
The following questions relate to the purchase of executive coaching and/or other leadership training services by the department/agency, broken down for each of the last four financial years.

Where available, please provide:

(a) Total spending on these services.

(b) The number of employees offered these services and their salary level.

(c) The number of employees who have utilised these services and their salary level.

(d) The names of all service providers engaged.

(e) For each service purchased from a provider listed in the answer to the previous question, please provide:

(22) The name and nature of the service purchased.

(23) Whether the service is one-on-one or group based.

(24) The number of employees who received the service.

(25) The total number of hours involved for all employees.

(26) The total amount spent on the service.

(27) A description of the fees charged (e.g. per hour, complete package).

(28) Where a service was provided at any location other than the department or agency's own premises, please provide:

i. The location used

ii. The number of employees who took part on each occasion

iii. The total number of hours involved for all employees who took part.

Answer

(a) 2002/03: $899

2003/04: $28,463

2004/05: $26,389

2005/06: $41,292

(b)
Leadership training has been offered to staff employed in a managerial capacity.  Executive coaching has been offered to key senior staff where a specific need has been identified. By way of indication EFIC currently have approximately 35 management level and 6 executive level staff. 

(c) and (d)
See EFIC attachment A

(e) See EFIC attachment B

Question 111
Senator Mason
Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services
Topic:  Sick leave
With respect to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (the Department) in the last calendar year or financial year you have records for what is the total number of days of sick leave and unscheduled leave taken by the Department’s employees.  Over the same period, what was the average number of days of sick leave and unscheduled leave taken per Full Time Equivalent employee of the Department?

Answer

In the 2005 calendar year, unscheduled leave, including sick leave, taken by DFAT staff was 12,697.54 days. This equated to 6.59 days per full time employee.

Question 112

Senator Mason

Written question, 31 May 2006

Output:  Enabling Services

Topic:  Sick leave entitlement

(a) What is the sick leave entitlement allowable to the employees of the Department as part of the terms of their employment (under the Certified Agreement or individual contracts)?

(b) Does the Department monitor and review the employees’ use of sick leave entitlement?  Has this procedure changed in the past 12 months?

Answer

(a) Full-time ongoing employees accrue 20 days personal/carer’s leave on the date of engagement, and a further 20 days credit on completion of each 12 months of service. (DFAT Certified Agreement 2003–2006).  Personal/carer’s leave can be used:

· for personal sick leave; or

· on a short-term/emergency basis to care for a family member; or 

· in the event of the death of a family member. 
(b) DFAT has regularly monitored employees’ use of personal/carer’s leave entitlements for a number of years, to gauge trends and ensure employees are given flexibility to take leave when circumstances beyond their control prevent them from working.  This procedure has not changed in the past 12 months.
Question 113 (EFIC)
Senator Ludwig
Written question, 30 May 2006

Output:  Export Finance and Insurance Corporation

Topic:  Bribery in international business
Background:

The name of the report is the ‘The Australia Phase 2 Report on the Application of the Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions and the 1997 Recommendation on Combating Bribery in International Business Transactions’.  The report was approved and adopted by the working group on Bribery in International Business Transactions on 4 January 2006.

(a) I notice that the EFIC has distributed a document called the ‘Guidance on Ethics and Probity in Government Procurement’ and has developed an internal code of conduct which includes an undertaking not to participate in corrupt practices including bribing foreign officials.

(1) When was this modification to the internal code of conduct made?

(2) Is there a duty in the internal code of conduct to report corrupt practices including bribery of foreign officials?  If not, why not?

(b) Has EFIC detected any foreign bribery offences during its operations?

(1) If yes, please explain?

(2) If not, why not?

(c) Has EFIC uncovered attempts to pay bribes to foreign public officials through intermediatories?

(d) Have the EFIC internal rules been modified to enhance the reporting mechanism to law enforcement agencies where EFIC becomes aware of bribery of a foreign public official?

Answer

(a) The document called ‘Guidance on Ethics and Probity in Government Procurement January 2005’ is distributed by the Department of Finance and Administration. 

(1) EFIC’s Code of Conduct was modified in 1999/2000, partly in response to the Criminal Code Amendment (Bribery of Foreign Public Officials) Act 1999 (Cth).
(2) EFIC’s Code of Conduct requires employees to comply with Australian Laws and EFIC Policies, including EFIC’s Fraud Control Program (FCP). The FCP requires employees to report cases of fraud to management. Examples of fraud explicitly include the submission of false statements or documents in relation to EFIC facilities. Applicants for EFIC facilities must declare that neither they nor anyone acting on their behalf have been engaged or will engage in bribery in the transaction.
Additionally, as a Member of the OECD Working Party on Export Credits and Credit Guarantees, EFIC supported the 2006 OECD Action Statement on Bribery and Officially Supported Export Credits concluded in May 2006. The Statement includes an undertaking to develop and implement ‘procedures to disclose to their law enforcement authorities instances of credible evidence of bribery…’ EFIC is reviewing relevant policies and procedures against the revised Action Statement.

(1) No. 

(2) There have been no foreign bribery offences detected.

(c) No.

(d) Refer to (a) (2) above. 
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