Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade

Additional estimates 2008-2009; February 2009

Answers to questions on notice from AusAID


	Topic: RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT FUND


Question 1

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 85

Senator Payne asked

Please provide the chronology for advertising and production of the guidelines relating to the Responsibility to Protect fund and a copy of those documents.

Answer

The call for applications for the Responsibility to Protect fund will be advertised in mid April 2009. The fund, its guidelines and the composition of the selection committee, will be advertised in newspapers, academic publications and websites. Successful applications will be identified by the end of July 2009, with projects commencing before the end of December 2009. Projects will be for a maximum of two years. 

The timeline of the Responsibility to Protect Fund is as follows:

· Mid April 2009 – Applications invited 
· 5 June 2009 – Deadline for applications
· June-July 2009 – Assessment of applications by the selection committee culminating in an announcement of successful applications
· August-December 2009 – Conclusion of funding agreements with the successful applicants, disbursement of and commencement of projects
· December 2010 – Year 1 progress reports received and evaluated
· December 2011 – Final reports received and evaluated
· April 2012 - Final report on the Fund issued.
	Topic: AFRICA


Question 2

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing

In what way is the Foreign Minister’s commitment to a “new partnership” with Africa (Smith media release, 23 September 2008) reflected in Australia’s aid program?

Answer

The Australian Government is committed to broadening and deepening engagement with Africa across a full spectrum of issues including enhanced trade and commercial investments, strengthened diplomatic links and increased development assistance. Australia increased its development assistance to Africa by 23 per cent to $116.4 million in 2008-09. The Government is developing a new strategy for its development assistance to Africa. This will support Africa’s progress towards the Millennium Development Goals in areas where Australia has a comparative advantage and has already invested, such as food security, maternal and child health, and water and sanitation. Australia will also help build Africa’s human resource capacity through a significantly expanded scholarships program and targeted technical assistance. AusAID is currently in the process of scoping and designing new programs in all these areas.

Question 3

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing:
Is AusAID considering increasing Australia’s ODA contribution to Africa?

Answer

Yes. Development assistance to Africa increased by 23 per cent this financial year, from $94.4 million to approximately $116.4 million. 
	Topic:  BUDGETS AND CONTRACTS


Question 4

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 86:

Senator Payne asked in hearings

Please provide details of the annual expenditure by AusAID on RAMSI since its inception and any other ODA eligible expenditure by any other government department on RAMSI since its inception.

Answer

Australia's Official Development Assistance under Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI) from RAMSI's commencement in 2003-04 until 2007-08 comprises expenditure by AusAID, the Australian Federal Police (AFP), the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and the Australian Customs Service (Customs), as follows:
	
	2003-04

($A)
	2004-05

($A)
	2005-06

($A)
	2006-07

($A)
	2007-08

($A)

	AusAID
	52,812,788
	64,893,007
	69,359,079
	69,787,020
	67,631,583

	AFP
	46,727,250
	75,264,000
	108,772,351
	 125,489,405 
	119,125,585

	DFAT
	5,472,000
	4,500,000
	422,869
	        839,304 
	755,128

	Customs
	0
	0
	0
	        337,094 
	984,516

	Total 
	105,012,038
	144,657,007
	178,554,299
	196,452,823
	188,496,812


Question 5

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 86

Senator Payne asked in hearings

Please provide a list of expenditure by AusAID or ODA eligible expenditure by any other government department, that might go to what could broadly be described as refugee-related support, assistance or any other services broken down by AusAID and other government departments annually since 2004-05 (including totals).
Answer

Australian refugee-related Official Development Assistance (ODA) over the period 2005-06 to 2007-08 comprises expenditure by AusAID, the Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) and its predecessor, the Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs, and various State Governments, as follows:

	
	2005-06

($A)
	2006-07

($A)
	2007-08

($A)

	AusAID
	36,775,691
	48,146,938
	56,573,768

	DIAC
	125,976,574
	56,472,015
	19,968,291

	State Governments
	0
	50,000
	9,500

	TOTAL
	162,752,265
	104,668,953
	76,551,559


In addition, a small number of temporary asylum seekers living in the Australian community are eligible for Medicare support through the Department of Health and Ageing. This small amount of additional expenditure is also ODA eligible. 

Question 6

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Bob Brown asked in writing

Please provide the total amount of IFI funding provided through the Asian Development Bank, World Bank and UN agencies each year since 2006 including financing through core financing, Multi Donor Trust Funds (MDTF) and co–financing. Please list the amount provided to each MDTF.

Answer

Identified flows to IFI and UN organisations from AusAID programs over 2005-06 to 2007-08 are presented in the table below. 

Total funding provided to the Asian Development Bank, World Bank and UN Agencies

	Partner name
	FY 2005-06 (A$)
	FY 2006-07 (A$)
	FY 2007-08 (A$)

	Asian Development Bank (ADB)


	114,706,619
	111,689,588
	139,988,970

	Food and Agriculture Organisation of the UN (FAO)


	3,720,652
	9,570,653
	4,322,418

	Global Environment Facility (GEF)


	15,185,944
	19,094,476 
	19,684,000

	Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM)


	15,025,000
	17,000,000
	45,000,000

	International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)


	2,709,200
	1,704,375
	1,813,883

	International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)


	3,000,000
	3,000,000
	712,840

	International Finance Corporation (IFC) (including Mekong Private Sector Development Facility 

and Foreign Investment Advisory Services) 
	18, 981,107
	14,327,135
	4,512,079

	International Labour Organisation (ILO)


	0
	150,161
	3,116,650

	International Monetary Fund (IMF)


	2,713,630
	2,958,088
	2,770,048

	Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)


	4,921,536
	7,632,202
	11,528,428

	Montreal Protocol Multilateral Fund
 (MPMF)


	3,683,500
	3,503,558
	4,057,918

	Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR)


	650,000
	800,000
	1,200,000

	Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)


	16,983,000
	18,879,589
	26,069,522

	Special Court for Sierra Leone 


	400,000
	100,000
	100,000

	United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)


	60,286,568
	62,770,717
	60,342,080

	United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF)


	10,000,000
	0
	0

	UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA)


	1,000,000
	0
	1,883,596

	United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations


	0
	200,000
	0

	United Nations Department of Political Affairs


	0
	0
	500,000

	United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)


	850,000
	1,204,196
	4,535,804

	United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)


	51,759,687
	43,702,460
	56,500,661

	United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)


	511,614
	186,937
	433,118

	United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)


	550,000
	600,000
	885,735

	United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (Climate Change Secretariat)


	0
	0
	1,050,000

	United Nations Information Centre for Australia


	0
	188,000
	94,000

	United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research


	0
	0
	106,900

	United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR)


	0
	135,000
	1,500,000

	United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS)
	0
	4,000,000
	6,300,000

	United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
	14,700,000
	6,329,064
	26,294,554

	United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC)


	3,355,500
	4,102,466
	4,530,532

	United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS)


	0
	1,500,000
	3,000,000

	United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)


	4,628,907
	5,869,503
	9,382,356

	United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)


	7,950,000
	13,950,000
	15,000,000

	United Nations World Food Programme (WFP)


	70,875,473
	53,942,654
	86,510,180

	United Nations World Health Organization (WHO)


	22,036,083
	19,635,954
	36,500,773

	World Bank (including International Development Association (IDA), Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC),  Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative (MDRI) and International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)) 

	116,021,809
	289,828,988
	388,755,240



Multi-donor trust funds: List of identified AusAID contributions to multi-donor trust funds

	
	FY 2005-06 (A$)
	FY 2006-07 (A$)
	FY 2007-08 (A$)

	Asian Development Bank

	Cooperation Fund for Regional Trade and Financial Security Initiative
	250,000
	
	

	Clean Energy Financing Partnership Facility


	
	
	2,000,000

	Water Financing Partnership Facility


	
	
	10,000,000

	World Bank

	Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund (ARTF)
	5,000,000
	10,000,000
	33,000,000

	Avian And Human Influenza Facility (AHI Facility)
	5,000,000
	3,000,000
	2,500,000

	Cambodia Second Health Sector Support Program
	
	
	212,382

	Cities Alliance


	
	
	265,534

	Consultative Group to Assist the Poor (CGAP)
	
	650,000
	

	Decentralisation Support Facility (DSF) Trust Fund II
	
	1,188,778
	

	Education For All (EFA) - Fast Track Initiative (FTI) - Education Program Development Fund (EPDF)
	
	
	1,100,000

	Education For All (EFA) - Fast Track Initiative (FTI) - Catalytic Fund
	
	
	1,477,500

	Emergency Services Support Project (ESSP)


	
	
	4,000,000



	Energy Sector Management Assistance Program
	
	
	3,000,000

	Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative


	
	250,000
	500,000

	Financing for the Consultative Group To Assist The Poor (CGAP)
	1,000,000
	
	

	Global Partnership on Output-Based Aid (GPOBA) Core Operations Trust Fund
	
	325,001
	4,417,236

	Global Road Safety Facility


	
	
	250,000

	Health Sector Strategic Plan Support Project in Timor-Leste
	
	
	3,500,000

	Indonesia Decentralized Support Facility Trust Fund
	500,000
	800,000
	

	Knowledge for Change Program (KCP)


	
	
	1,082,017



	Lao PDR Trade Development Facility


	
	
	1,550,000

	Least Developed Countries Fund For Climate Change (Administered by GEF)
	
	
	7,500,000

	Mainstreaming Disaster Reduction of the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery
	
	1,220,000
	1,720,000

	MDTF For Consolidation Support Program in Timor-Leste
	964,500
	1,000,000
	

	MDTF For Partnerships And Knowledge Work in Fragile States
	
	983,457
	499

	Pacific Facility III


	
	4,153,400
	1,000,000

	Palestinian Recovery and Development Plan Trust Fund
	
	
	20,000,000

	Philippines: Mindanao Reconstruction And Development Program
	500,000
	
	

	Public Finance Management Strengthening Program (PFMSP)
	
	
	3,200,000

	Public Financial Management Reform Program In Cambodia
	1,469,388
	
	1,000,000

	Public-Private Infrastructure Advisory Facility (PPIAF)
	
	297,194
	1,000,000

	Readiness Fund of the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility
	
	
	11,700,000

	Regional Study on Links Between Governance, Corruption and Forestry in East Asia and the Pacific Region
	
	947,000
	875,000

	Secretariat for the Adaptation Fund 


	
	
	200,000

	Small States Growth And Integration


	
	812,788
	(30,222)

	Standby Recovery Financing Facility of the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery
	
	
	500,000

	Support Facility For The National Program For Community Empowerment (PNPM)
	
	
	6,550,000

	IFC

	Donor Committee for Enterprise Development Trust Fund
	
	12,713
	

	Foreign Investment Advisory Service (FIAS)


	150,000
	150,000
	850,000

	Mekong Private Sector Development Facility (MPDF II)
	2,300,000
	2,945,001
	1,470,000

	Private Enterprise Partnership For China (PEP- China)
	
	2,400,000
	1,000,000

	Private Enterprise Partnership for the Philippines
	1,000,000
	
	

	Private Enterprise Partnerships Pacific


	6,282,000
	3,175,333
	186,167

	Program For Eastern Indonesia SME Assistance (PENSA)
	10,000
	2,004,088
	505,912

	IMF

	IMF Emergency Natural Disaster Assistance Subsidy Account
	500,000
	500,000
	250,000

	Pacific Financial Technical Assistance Centre (PFTAC)
	500,000
	500,000
	500,000

	UNDP

	Phase II Joint UN/Government of Vietnam Programme on Avian and Human Pandemic Influenza
	
	2,500,000
	1,442,049

	Fund for HIV/AIDS in Burma


	1,000,000
	
	

	Cambodia - Multi donor support to the Council for the Development of Cambodia
	
	
	375,000

	Australian Contribution to the UNDP Trust Fund for assistance to Demining Programs in Cambodia
	398,700
	
	

	Support to Khmer Rouge Tribunal


	
	
	500,000

	Strengthening Democracy and Electoral Processes in Cambodia
	
	2,500,000
	

	Cambodia - Support to National Elections
	
	
	500,000

	Cambodia Multi-donor UNDP Mine Clearance Fund (Clearing for Results)
	2,000,000
	3,000,000
	3,265,000

	Cambodia - Support for Commune Council Elections
	
	500,000
	

	Strengthening Rule of Law in Conflict/Post-Conflict Situations: A Global Programme for Justice and Security 2008-2011
	
	
	2,000,000

	UN Peacebuilding Fund


	
	1,000,000
	1,000,000

	Afghanistan Law and Order Trust Fund


	
	2,000,000
	2,000,000

	UN Reform in Pakistan Transformation Fund


	
	
	250,000

	UNDP Thematic Trust Fund for Crisis Prevention and Recovery – Lebanon
	
	500000
	

	UNDG Iraq Trust Fund
	14,500,000
	8,500,000
	5,300,000

	Indonesia Partnership Fund for HIV


	
	
	900,000

	Philippines - Act for Peace Program


	
	
	5,341,424

	UN Development Group Office - Country Coordination Fund
	
	200,000
	300,000

	UNIFEM

	UN Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women
	
	
	1,000,000

	UNICEF

	Improving Access to Quality Basic Education in Burma
	
	
	1,000,000

	Pacific Vaccine Independence Initiative


	
	
	1,063,603

	International Atomic Energy Agency

	Nuclear Security Fund


	
	130,000
	229,527

	Technical Cooperation Fund


	
	
	1,584,356

	United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

	Central Emergency Response Fund
	10,000,000
	
	20,000,000

	Special Court for Sierra Leone

	United Nations Special Court for Sierra Leone
	400,000
	100,000
	100,000

	UN Department of Political Affairs

	UN Trust Fund for Electoral Assistance


	
	
	500,000

	United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (Climate Change Secretariat)

	UNFCCC Trust Fund for Participation


	
	
	1,050,000

	United Nations Mine Action Service

	Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Action - UN Mine Action Centre for Afghanistan
	
	2,500,000
	5,000,000

	Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Action - Lebanon Crisis Sept 06
	
	500,000
	

	Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Action - UNMAS Headquarters Coordination Project
	
	
	300,000

	Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Action - Lebanon Recovery
	
	1,000,000
	

	Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Action - Lebanon Mine Action UXO Clearance 2007-08
	
	
	1,000,000

	United Nations Office for Project Services

	Australia's contribution to the Three Diseases Fund (Burma)
	
	1,500,000
	3,000,000


	Topic: MICROFINANCE


Question 7

Outcome 1 Output 1.1 & 1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing

What commitments, if any, did Australia make at the Asia Pacific Regional Microcredit Summit, held in July 2008 in Bali, Indonesia?
Answer

No commitments were made at the Asia Pacific Microcredit Summit in Bali in July 2008. The Summit was, however, a useful forum for discussion of issues relating to microfinance including industry trends and best practice in performance measurement.
Question 8

Outcome 1 Output 1.1 & 1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing

Further to comments by AusAID at the 2008 Budget Estimates, what is AusAID doing to examine opportunities to increase investments in microfinance? 

Answer

AusAID is currently exploring opportunities to enhance Australia’s engagement in the financial services sector, including microfinance. This involves extensive liaison with other development agencies, NGOs and local stakeholders. AusAID is also working to develop a strategic framework to guide the Government’s future involvement in the financial services sector. AusAID expects to release a draft of a microfinance framework for public comment later this year.
Question 9

Outcome 1 Output 1.1 &1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing

Does AusAID envisage an increase in funding for microfinance programs in coming budgets?

Answer
The Parliamentary Secretary for International Development Assistance, Mr McMullan, has indicated that an increase in funding for microfinance programs is being considered by the Government, and is subject to budgetary outcomes.
	Topic: AID TO EAST TIMOR


Question 10

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing

(a) Is AusAID aware of claims that $13.3 million has gone missing from the East Timorese government accounts, and that the money is alleged to have been misappropriated by corrupt East Timorese government officials (as reported in The Australian on 16 and 21 January 2009)?
(b) What assurances has AusAID sought regarding the missing funds, and in particular has AusAID sought to clarify whether a portion of the missing funds may have their origins in Australian aid funding to East Timor?

Answer

(a) AusAID is aware of the claims.
(b) The Government of Australia sought immediate clarification of the allegations with the Government of East Timor’s Ministry of Finance. The Government of Australia was informed that the funds in question were advances provided to Government of East Timor line Ministries to fund administration, rather than money missing on account of corruption, and that ministries must acquit the advanced monies through receipts of expenditure. By 16 January 2009, the Government of East Timor Minister of Finance reported that AUD$8 million remained to be acquitted. The Government of East Timor Ministry of Finance is expected to make a further announcement shortly about progress made in acquitting funds.  

The Government of East Timor has rejected media claims that the funds allocated to its ministries are unaccounted for. The Government of East Timor particularly rejects suggestions that money has been misappropriated. 
There is no allegation that Australian development assistance funds are involved. 

	Topic: UNRWA FUNDING FOR PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES


Question 11

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 68

Senator Kroger asked in hearings

Are there any Middle Eastern states that contribute to UNRWA’s global budget?
Answer

Yes. According to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency reporting, in 2005 the total global (or regular budget) was US$374.2 million, of which US$2.9 million was provided by Middle Eastern states (Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Qatar, Syria and the United Arab Emirates).
In 2006, the total global budget was US$360 million, of which US$5.9 million was provided by Middle Eastern states (Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Syria and the United Arab Emirates).

In 2007, the total global budget was US$416.4 million, of which US$3 million was provided by Middle Eastern states (Bahrain, Egypt, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates). In 2008, the total global budget was US$512.6 million, of which US$3.6 million was provided by Middle Eastern states (Bahrain, Egypt, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates).

Question 12

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 68

Senator Kroger asked in hearings

Has the pattern of support for specific appeals administered by UNRWA in the Middle East region changed (including any increases) in the last 12 months?

Answer

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) launches annual Emergency Appeals for the Palestinian Territories. Flash Appeals are also launched requesting funding from donors to meet acute emergency and humanitarian needs; for example, responding to the emergency needs of Palestinian refugees in Nahr El-Bared in northern Lebanon following the mid-2007 conflict and the recent conflict in Gaza. There has been no discernible shift in the pattern of support to UNRWA’s appeals in the last twelve months.

Question 13 

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 69
Senator Kroger asked in hearings

Would the anti-terrorism clauses in AusAID funding agreements address the use of refugee camps for terrorist related activities or politically related activities (for example Hamas-related activities)?

Answer

AusAID funding agreements include a counter-terrorism clause to prevent use of AusAID funds for any terrorist-related activities. This would include terrorism activities associated with refugee camps.
Question 14

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 69
Senator Kroger asked in hearings

What assurances does AusAID seek that no employee of UNRWA is engaged in either Hamas or terrorist related activities and that there are sufficient screening activities undertaken during the recruitment process and the management process for these employees, to ensure that everybody was well intentioned in their endeavours? 

Answer

Agreements with United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) include the following counter-terrorism clause: 

“Consistent with UN Security Council Resolutions relating to terrorism, including UNSC Resolution 1373 (2001) and 1267 (1999) and related resolutions, both AusAID and UNRWA are firmly committed to the international fight against terrorism, and in particular, against the financing of terrorism. It is the policy of AusAID to seek to ensure that none of its funds are used, directly or indirectly, to provide support to individuals or entities associated with terrorism. To those ends, UNRWA is committed to taking appropriate steps to ensure that funding provided by AusAID to support UNRWA is not used to provide assistance to, or otherwise support, terrorists or terrorist organizations, and will inform AusAID if, during the course of this Agreement, UNRWA determines that any such funds have been so used.”
UNRWA reports that, in compliance with the above clause, it takes the following actions on an on-going basis:

· All 28,000 Agency employees are checked against the list of individuals designated by UN 1267 Sanctions Committee list of terrorists and terrorist entities as having associations with terrorism;
· Staff circulars regularly remind the Agency’s staff about regulations on the prohibition of political activity whilst employed by the Agency; and

· The Commissioner-General and other senior managers regularly reinforce this message during staff meetings.

	Topic: AID TO AFGHANISTAN


Question 15

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing

(a) Is AusAID aware of a Washington Post article of 18 January 2009 in which the NATO Secretary-General writes that the NATO-led mission to Afghanistan is struggling to achieve peace and stability in that country because of the corruption and inefficiency of the Kabul Government? 
(b) What is AusAID’s view of these comments? 
(c) Given that Australia will deliver $122 million in ODA to Afghanistan in 2008-09, what efforts is AusAID taking to ensure this funding is achieving results? 
(d) Of the $122 million in ODA to be delivered to Afghanistan in 2008-09, can AusAID provide a breakdown of this funding, including the details of ODA-eligible expenditure by other government departments?

Answer

(a) Yes.

(b) The NATO Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer raises a number of important issues in the article.  The Australian Government agrees with him that there has been progress in Afghanistan and that that job is not yet finished.

(c) AusAID has instituted appropriate quality reporting systems and processes to ensure that aid funding is achieving results. AusAID receives regular progress and monitoring reports from our implementing partners on the ground such as the World Bank, the World Food Programme, the United Nations Development Programme and other UN partner agencies.

(d) A breakdown of the estimated $122 million in ODA to be delivered to Afghanistan in 2008-09 is as follows:

· AusAID: $66 million
· Australian Defence Force: $31.4 million
· Australian Federal Police: $24.7 million.
Question 16

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Bob Brown asked in writing

What portion of the aid budget is available for tender by private companies?

Answer

As reported in the 2008 OECD Development Assistance Committee Review of Australia’s Aid Program approximately 20-25 per cent of the aid budget is delivered through commercial contractors engaged via competitive bidding (tender) processes.

Question 17

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Bob Brown asked in writing

How many contracts have been awarded to non-Australian/New Zealand contractors each financial year since Australia’s aid program was untied? Please list the nationality of each contractor and total value of each contract during each financial year. 

Answer

Please see the attached list of contracts (Attachment 1) worth more than $10,000 awarded by AusAID, for each financial year since 2006-07, to organisations or individuals whose business address is recorded in AusAID’s activity management system as not being in Australia or New Zealand. Please note that for the current financial year data is only provided until 16 March 2009.

Data provided in the tables has been sourced from AusTender (www.tenders.gov.au and www.contracts.gov.au) and therefore the contracts listed have been gazetted by AusAID. 
	Topic: AVOIDABLE BLINDNESS FUND


Question 18

Outcome 1 Output 1.1 & 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 86
Senator Payne asked in hearings

How many applications were received for the Avoidable Blindness Fund by the closing date of 30 January?

Answer: Fourteen.

Question 19

Outcome 1 Output 1.1 & 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 86
Senator Payne asked in hearings

Please list all organisations that made applications to the Avoidable Blindness Fund?

Answer

· CBM Australia in association with International Centre for Eyecare Education and the Centre for Eye Research Australia
· Eye Foundation of the Royal Australian in association with the New Zealand College of Ophthalmologists
· Foresight Australia in association with Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, Royal Australasian College of Surgeons and the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Ophthalmologists
· The Fred Hollows Foundation (two applications)
· International Centre for Eyecare Education
· International Centre for Eyecare Education in association with the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons
· Institute for Eye Research in association with International Centre for Eyecare Education
· Queensland Institute of Technology
· Royal Australasian College of Surgeons in association with the International Centre for Eyecare Education
· Uniting Church Overseas Aid in association with the Sale Rotary Club
· Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children in association with the International Centre for Eyecare Education
· Centre for Eye Research Australia
· Royal Children’s Hospital Melbourne

Question 20

Outcome 1 Output 1.1 & 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 87

Senator Payne asked in hearings

Is the Agency able to advise who was on the panel that assessed applications for the Avoidable Blindness Fund?

Answer

· Rosemary Cassidy, Program Development Manager, Disability Taskforce, AusAID (Chairperson)

· Setareki Macanawai, CEO, Pacific Disability Forum

· Paul Nicols, Design Adviser, AusAID

· Corinne Tarnawsky, Program Officer, Pacific Branch, AusAID 
· Faiza El-Higzi, Program Manager, NGOs and Community Engagement Section, AusAID. 

Question 21

Outcome 1 Output 1.1 & 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 87

Senator Payne asked in hearings

What were the criteria that were used to assess the applications for the Avoidable Blindness Fund?

Answer

Selection Criteria for the Avoidable Blindness Fund
· Extent to which the proposal aligns with the broad development priorities of the Development for All strategy and the specific priorities of the Avoidable Blindness Fund (refer paragraph 3.1 of the Guidelines). Weighting (25 per cent) 
· Capacity of the applicant organisation to deliver prioritised activities (refer paragraph 4.2 of the Guidelines). Weighting (20 per cent) 
· Extent to which the proposal meets the explicit requirements of the Avoidable Blindness Fund activities (as specified in the Activity Proposal, Attachment A, Part B of the Guidelines). Weighting (30 per cent) 
· Extent to which the proposal addresses performance information (refer paragraph 4.2 in Attachment A, Part B of the Guidelines). Weighting (15per cent) 
· Extent to which the proposal presents good value for money. Weighting (10 per cent) 

A copy of the Avoidable Blindness Fund Guidelines is attached (Attachment 2).
	Topic: LOCALISED PROCUREMENT


Question 22

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Siewert asked in writing

What impact has devolution within AusAID had on localised procurement and what are the systems for advertising project tenders in recipient countries? 

Answer

Devolution of procurement responsibilities to AusAID Posts has occurred in conjunction with other program-wide changes that have increased opportunities for local firms to win contracts with AusAID. Since 2005, AusAID Posts have been able to conduct their own procurements worth under $500,000 in accordance with the requirements of the Commonwealth Procurement Guidelines. Combined with the shift to devolve program design and management functions to Posts the result has been increasing numbers of contracts entered into with local firms and individuals. Posts are increasingly developing their networks of local expertise and in some instances accessing the databases of local suppliers held by other donors. 

From a program perspective, AusAID’s experience is that there are more national consultants being paired with international consultants. This is resulting in better design and monitoring outcomes for AusAID, and also provides capacity building and knowledge transfer benefits to both national and international consultants.

As all AusAID staff are encouraged to achieve value for money in their procurements, there is a high likelihood that local companies will be engaged to supply certain services/goods at overseas posts (e.g. IT support services; translation services, security; office fit-outs; office consumables such as paper). 

However, many of these contracts are low value, in many cases less than $10,000. AusAID’s information management system does not separately record details for all minor (less than $10,000) contracts. Thus detailed data cannot be provided. 

The systems for advertising tenders in recipient countries are standardised, and include advertising in local newspapers, typically in the local language. AusAID’s tenders are widely advertised, and in addition to appearing on AusTender and in Australian newspapers, are listed in the following places: 

· The OECD DAC website

· dgMarket, the tenders and consulting site attached to the US Development Gateway

· UN Development Business (UNDB) website.

In addition to in-country advertising, AusAID is increasingly holding pre-tender briefings (information sessions) in-country, rather than in Australia. This lowers the overall cost of tender preparation for local firms and makes access to information about the tender easier.

	Topic: DISABILITY STRATEGY


Question 23

Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Hansard FAD&T page 78

Senator Payne asked in hearings

Please provide a copy of the strategy which sets out the areas of operation and the immediate priorities to be addressed through the Disability Strategy.

Answer

Six copies of the Disability Strategy were provided at the conclusion of AusAID’s appearance at Senate Additional Estimates.
	Topic: PERFORMANCE-BASED AID


Question 24

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Siewert asked in writing:
(a) Performance-based aid was trialled in PNG. What published data is available on its effectiveness to justify expansion to $100 million in development assistance of this type?
(b) What will be the 2008 triggers for performance grants in PNG to be met in 2009?
(c) What will be the size of the grant in 2009?
(d) Did PNG achieve all 2007 triggers for the 2008 $35 million performance grant as stated in questions on notice February 2008?
(e) What has PNG identified as the projects to which the 2008-09 grants can be allocated to?

Answer
(a) The $100 million program to which the question refers is assumed to be the Incentive Fund, which is a grants program rather than performance-based aid. The Incentive Fund Phase III ($100 million 2009-2013) will provide access to competitive grant funding for organisations such as churches, provincial and local governments, schools, universities, hospitals and community organisations to expand services they are mandated to deliver, including upgrading infrastructure. The Incentive Fund has operated since 2000. The development of Phase III has been informed by the publicly available 2003 Review of Incentives and the Australian Aid Program, and standard quality assurance and program design processes.

Performance based aid in Papua New Guinea (PNG) has been implemented through:

· The Provincial Performance Improvement Initiative (PPII) which provides technical assistance and funding for provinces to improve corporate management and service delivery, for example equipment, training and infrastructure upgrades. The PPII is currently being reviewed.
· The Performance Review and Dialogue (PRD) process from 2006-2008, which provided performance grants linked to implementation of PNG’s own policies in the areas of budget allocations and transparency, performance measurement and aid effectiveness. The PRD will be replaced by arrangements under the PNG-Australia Partnership for Development.

(b)
For each province involved in the PPII in 2008-09, incentive-based assistance is linked to improvements in planning, budgeting and monitoring systems. No further performance-based grants are planned under the PRD process in 2008-09.

(c)
Estimated expenditure under the PPII in 2008-09 is $4.9 million. Grants under the Incentive Fund Phase III will commence in 2009-10. 

(d)
Yes.

(e)
The 2008 PRD performance grant was allocated to the transport infrastructure sector, principally for priority bridge reconstruction following severe flooding in Oro Province. 

	Topic: PROGRAM CONTRACTS


Question 25

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Siewert asked in writing

Referring to response to questions placed on notice in February 2008, question 40, regarding the GRM-managed ARSDF of $35 million, what is the breakdown of the $10.59 million for GRM-managed initiatives? 

Answer

Since AusAID's response to questions placed on notice in February 2008, a deed of amendment between AusAID and GRM International Pty Ltd in relation to PNG-Australia Agricultural Research and Development Support Facility was signed on 27 February 2009. Under this amendment, maximum fees payable to the contractor are $11.59 million
Fees payable have three components: (1) fixed fees, not exceeding $8.79 million (covering project team and personnel); (2) reimbursable costs, on-costs incurred and paid, up to limit of $0.84 million (for example travel by facility staff); (3) payments up to a total of $1.96 million over five years subject to AusAID’s assessment of the contractor’s performance in the implementation of the Facility.

Question 26

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Siewert asked in writing

(a) Referring to response to question 36 and 37 from questions placed on notice in February 2008, regarding JTA International Capacity Building Service Centre. In light of the finding of the Annual Review of Development Effectiveness about the overly high levels of technical assistance, what steps are now being made to revise this amount and what steps are being made to increase the local procurement to more than nine per cent?

(b) Is this local procurement undertaken privately through the mechanism of JTA international or through PNG’s own procurement? 
(c) Of the 62 per cent on technical assistance in the CBSC project, what proportion is:

(i) Policy and Strategy advisory services
(ii) Service Delivery
(iii) Training of health workers
(iv) Funding and Financial Management
(v) Human Resources Management
(vi) Education/Awareness/Community Participation.

Answer

(a) Levels of Technical Assistance: The Annual Review of Development Effectiveness noted and made recommendations about the level of technical assistance across all AusAID programs. As capacity building is the primary focus of the Capacity Building Service Centre (CBSC), there are no plans to reduce technical assistance provided through this Centre because it is a key mechanism for developing the competencies and capabilities of individuals, groups and agencies in the PNG health sector.
Local Procurement: For the period January 2009 to August 2010 it is planned that 16.6 per cent of total CBSC funding will be subcontracted to, or spent on, local service providers and institutions. This represents a significant increase on the previous nine per cent. 
(b) JTA manages the procurement of advisors under the CBSC. An officer from the PNG Department of Health represents PNG on the selection panel. 
(c) It is anticipated that CBSC will spend 67 per cent on technical assistance for the period 1 January 2009 to 31 July 2010. A percentage breakdown of technical assistance across functional areas is provided below:
(i) Policy and Strategy advisory services – nine per cent
(ii) Service Delivery (which includes training provided to health workers) – 19 per cent
(iii) The majority of training is targeted to managers and administrators at the national and provincial levels, rather than directly to health workers (see ii)

(iv) Funding and Financial Management – nine per cent
(v) Human Resources Management – five per cent
(vi) Education/Awareness/Community Participation – technical assistance contributes indirectly by building the capacity of provincial and national administrators in this area. 

(vii) Cross-cutting support in provincial centres to areas (i), (ii), (iv) and (v) above – 52 per cent

(viii) Other activities, such as support for information systems – six per cent

	Topic: STRONGIM GAVMAN


Question 27

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Siewert asked in writing:
The Enhanced Cooperation Program in PNG has been renamed Strongim Gavman. What are the substantive changes in the program in terms of:

(a) Funding

(b) Priorities
(c) Levels of technical assistance
(d) The role of Australian Federal Police.

Answer
(a) Funding for the Enhanced Cooperation Program (ECP) in 2007-08 was approximately $25 million. In 2008-09, costs have increased due to a weaker exchange rate for the Australian dollar, higher costs for the renewal of long-term leases for accommodation in PNG and, consistent with PNG Government requests, a higher proportion of more senior Australian officials being deployed which had led to increases in deployee costs. Estimated funding for Strongim Gavman Program (SGP) in 2008‑09 is $32 million.

(b) An independent review of ECP undertaken in 2007-08 - conducted by consultants appointed by the PNG and Australian Governments—Geoff Dixon (Australia), Michael Gene (PNG) and Neil Walter (NZ)—identified the need to improve SGP’s integration with the broader aid program, strengthen its capacity building focus and have stronger PNG participation in program management. The SGP will address these issues while continuing to focus on assisting PNG to strengthen public sector performance in selected sectors and agencies through support for economic and public sector reform, law and justice, border management and transport security.

(c) There are currently 46 SGP advisers. Adviser numbers are expected to be maintained at around this level. 

(d) The Australian Federal Police (AFP) withdrew from the Enhanced Cooperation Program in 2005. Requests for any further information should be directed to the AFP.

	Topic: SES POSITIONS


Question 28

Outcome 1, 2 Output 1.1, 1.2 & 2.1
Senator Humphries asked in writing

How many SES positions were there in AusAID as at:
(a) 24 November 2007

(b) 26 February 2009

Answer

(a)
At 24 November 2007, AusAID had 29 SES staff members;
(b)
At 26 February 2009, AusAID had 38 SES staff members. 

� Total funding provided to the ADB is adjusted to include cash but excludes expenses associated with multi-year liabilities for the Asian Development Fund (ADF). 


� Total funding provided to the GEF is adjusted to include cash but excludes expenses associated with multi-year liabilities for the GEF. 


� Total funding provided to IFAD is adjusted to include cash but excludes expenses associated with multi-year liabilities for IFAD.


� Total funding provided to the MPMF is adjusted to include cash but excludes expenses associated with multi-year liabilities for the MPMF. 


� Total funding provided to the World Bank is adjusted to include cash but excludes expenses associated with multi-year liabilities for IDA, HIPC and MDRI.


� Does not include $617,810,000 that has been committed through the last replenishment for  IDA 15 which will be encashed over a 9-year period starting in April 2009.
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