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Senate Standing Committee on Education Employment and Workplace 
Relations  

 
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Budget Estimates 2011-2012  
 
 
Agency – Fair Work aBuilding & Construction  
 
DEEWR Question No. EW0203_13 
 
Senator Abetz asked at EEWR page 82 
 
Question 
 
ABCC – Research 
 
Senator ABETZ: With all these things, it was the very last line that disappointed: 
The ABCC has not published the findings of the research. 
 
Can you explain to us why not? One would assume that, if it was all glowing and put 
you in a very good light, chances are you may have taken the decision to publish. 
 
Mr Johns: I do not know that that is necessarily the case. It is being used as base-
level research. It establishes the base level. Then there will be tracking research to 
see whether or not there are differences in movements both qualitatively and 
quantitatively over time. I am happy to make the research available to you if you like. 
There is no particular reason other than the fact that I do not think it necessarily 
needs to be in the public domain. We are using it internally to track our work. 
 
Senator ABETZ: If you are willing to make it publicly available and present it to the 
committee, I would be much obliged. With base-level and then ongoing research, if 
there were one person who said the ABCC was doing a good job and next time you 
had two people saying it, you could come out with a press release saying there was a 
100 per cent increase in the satisfaction rate. That is why allowing the public access 
to your base research allows for a proper discussion to take place. 
 
Mr Johns: I accept that. 
 
Answer 
 
Fair Work Building & Construction has provided the following response. 
 
A copy of the research findings is included at ATTACHMENT A. 
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