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Question
Data Available On For Postgraduate Students
Senator MASON: All right. Can I also ask, Ms Paul, what data is available on
completion rates for postgraduate students and also trends over time, if that is all
right.
Ms Paul: Sure.
Senator MASON: And also student-staff ratios, and you will understand why I am
asking this.
Ms Paul: Yes.
Senator MASON: Quality issues are clearly a big thing facing the university sector at
the moment.
Ms Paul: Yes.
Senator MASON: What is the latest data available on student-staff ratios for
undergraduates at Australian universities, both overall and at each institution? Now, it
is a difficult question because you have to break it down by what faculty and then by
department, I suppose.
Ms Paul: Yes.
Senator MASON: But that would probably take you forever.
Ms Paul: That might. We will do our best.
Answer
The Department collects data on a range of characteristics of students enrolled in
higher education in Australia, including award course completion numbers. This
information is publicly available
at:http://www.deewr.gov.au/HigherEducation/Publications/HEStatistics/Publications/P
ages/Home.aspx
The Department has conducted a cohort analysis of completion rates for domestic
postgraduate students by tracking all domestic Table A postgraduate students (fulltime and part-time) from commencement in 2001 to completion(by 2009) for students
who commenced in 2001 and in subsequent years to provide an overview of the
outcomes at the end of 2009. The completion rates for domestic postgraduate
studentsand the trend over time is at Attachment A, Table 1.
The latest data available on student-staff ratios is 2009. The Department collects data
on student-staff ratios for all students at Australian Universities. The information on
staff is not disaggregatedby those who teach undergraduate and those who teach
postgraduate or other courses. The overall student-staff ratio and that for each
institution are at Attachment A, Table 2.
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