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DEEWR Question No. EW0364_10 
 
Senator Hanson-Young asked on 3 June 2009, EEWR Hansard page 83. 
 
Question 
 
Regional and rural students who qualify for YA through workforce participation. 
 
Senator Hanson-Young —What I am particularly interested in, though, are the figures on 
students from, say, regional and rural areas who have used the workplace participation 
criteria to qualify for Youth Allowance. How do we know what type of impact, positive or 
negative, this will have on those students if we do not have that data to say, ‘These are the 
criteria the students use to qualify’? I was in regional South Australia last week talking to 
teachers and principals about this. The principal from Loxton High School said that 70 per 
cent of his year 12 graduates, which I thought was a significantly high number, take the gap 
year to qualify for the independent rate. That is just one example that one teacher has 
aggregated. 

Ms Paul—Why don’t we take that on notice? I am trying to pin some of that down. We have 
to ask Centrelink, but we will try to work out the number of young people those particular 
criteria affect or the reason for eligibility and where they come from or whatever. It is quite 
different. 
 
Answer 
 
Please refer to EW0352_10. 
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