EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TRAINING

SENATE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE - QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
2003-2004 BUDGET ESTIMATES HEARING

Outcome: 2
Output Group: 2.1 - Funding for vocational education and training

DEST Question No. E164_04

Senator Carr tabled the following questions on 4 June 2003:

Question:

(i)

(i)
(iif)
(iv)

Can you give me the breakdown of the $119 million ?

With regard to indexation, what were the base amounts and what was the
indexation for each of its components ?

How was the indexation calculated ?

What percentage figures are used to index the funding in the Minister’s Offer?

Answer:

(i)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

The $119.5 million of funding for welfare reform comprises $90.7 million provided
under the Australians Working Together (AWT) 2001/02 Budget initiative, plus $28.8
million provided under the Recognising and Improving the Capacity of People with a
Disability (RICP) 2002/03 Budget initiative.

The Table at Attachment “A” provides a breakdown into base and indexation amounts
for the different components of the funding included in the Minister’s Offer to the
States and Territories.

See (IV) below.

The percentage rates used to index the funding in the Minister’'s Offer are wage cost
indices issued by the Minister for Finance in March 2003. These indices are based on
a mix of the Safety Net Adjustment and Consumer Price Indexes. The actual
percentage figures are unpublished Cabinet in Confidence figures.
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