Senate Standing Committee on Education Employment and Workplace
Relations

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Additional Estimates 2011-2012
Agency - Australian Curriculum, Assessment & Reporting Authority
DEEWR Question No. EW1215_12
Senator Back asked on 16 February 2012 , Hansard page 68
Question
ACARA - Literacy and numeracy improvement in COAG report
Senator BACK: Also, if you can then take on notice—this is going further into

it—literacy and numeracy and the fact that it is improving. Again, we would like to
know what those results are. Ms Paul: Sure.

Answer
ACARA has provided the following response.

The report Education 2010: Comparing performance across Australia is a report from
the COAG Reform Council to the Council of Australian Governments (COAG).

The relevant tables in the above report are provided in Attachments 2-5 below. The

data provided in the tables titled Additional 1 to Additional 4 were provided to the
COAG Reform Council by ACARA.
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SQ12-000307 Attachment 1

COAS .
Reporm Council

Education 2010: Key findings

Reading and Numeracy is improving, mainly im States with lower NAPLAN
performance

» Mazhonally, average soores moproved 1o Years 3 and 7 Beading, and Year 5 Mumeracy.

#  Cheensland and Western Anstralia’s average scores mmproved m both Readmg and
TMumeracy 1o at least two of the four vear levels of testing. These States had
comparatively lower results m MAPTAN 2008,

Mixed progress for Indigenous students

» Between 2007 and 2010, Year 10 Indigencns school attendance dechined m all States and
Temitones.

# InIMAPT AN Indigenows students have made some progress m Feading in Years 3 and 7.

» Based on three years of data, the ODAG targets to halve the gap in Iiteracy and mumeracy
aclrevensent by 2018 are generally on track for Years 3, 5 and 7T—but at nsk for Year 9.

» Indigencus students have a consistently higher absent rate in MAPT AN testing than
non-Indigenons students. MNatonally, the rate 1= thres times hogher.

The performance of low SES students in MAPLAM iz better in some States and

Termitories

» Inmeeting the nahonal romrmem standard. the performance of low SES stedents differs
across States and Tenutones.

# However, results for bigh SES students are sivmlar regardless of the State and Termtory
they Inve in

Australia is on frack to meet COAG's target to lift Year 12 attainment, but

post-school engagement has not improved over the past decade

» Tear 12 attammment or equivalent 15 increasing and Austizhia s on track to meet O0AG s
target of 90% attaimment by 2015

*  Smee 2001, there have been no sigmificant mmprovements mn young pecple’s post-school
engagement m education, taimng or work. In 2010, the ate was just 73%.

Internationally. Australia performs well but our scores are declining over time

»  Apstralian students continue to perform well in PISA compared to other developed
countries.

» However, Anstralia’s scomes in mtermationz] testing declined in eading (20002009 and
maths (20032009, largely due to falls in the proporfion of stedents achievmg at the top
lemels.

Education 2010: C:ompanng performance aches Austala x
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SQ12-000307 Attachment 2

Additional.1 Reading, Proportion of students at or above the national minimum standard and confidence interval, NAPLAN, 2008 and 2010

NT non
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Indigenous Aust
Year 3
2008 951 952 87 1 894 915 928 94 4 627 882 921
2010 953 954 921 91.7 93.2 938 957 69.7 90.7 93.9
2008 Confidence interval 03 04 07 08 10 1.0 15 6.4 28 0.3
2010 Confidence interval 09 07 17 1.7 15 15 1.3 65 27 1.0
Year 5
2008 935 937 86.9 89.1 899 89.7 948 62.5 88.9 91.0
2010 93.0 942 882 89.1 90.1 90.7 94.2 64.4 894 91.3
2008 Confidence interval 04 04 07 09 11 1.3 1.2 64 24 0.3
2010 Confidence interval 1.3 1.0 2.1 20 20 2.1 1.6 7.2 3.0 1.4
Year 7
2008 95 4 958 929 927 934 939 96.3 671 935 94.2
2010 95.0 96.2 9486 94.3 953 94.3 96.9 71.5 93.1 94.9
2008 Confidence interval 04 0.4 05 0.7 08 1.5 1.4 92 28 0.3
2010 Confidence interval 09 07 1.0 1.1 1.0 1.6 1.3 84 42 0.8
Year 9
2008 94 4 o947 905 918 917 930 96 6 699 922 92.9
2010 912 933 895 89.3 899 90.2 937 68.1 91.1 90.8
2008 Confidence interval 0.5 05 09 1.1 1.7 1.7 1.2 82 23 0.3
2010 Confidence interval 15 12 18 2.1 22 27 2.1 87 44 1.4

Notes:
1. Confidence intervals are those used to compare data over time.
Source; ACARA (unpublished) NAPLAN Achievement in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions and Numeracy: National Report for 2010.
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Additional.2 Numeracy, Proportion of students at or above the national minimum standard and confidence interval, NAPLAN, 2008 and 2010

NT non
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Indigenous Aust
Year 3
2008 96.9 96.5 920 945 938 96.7 96.4 770 96.5 95.0
2010 95.0 954 934 935 932 946 96.6 724 93.0 94.3
2008 Confidence interval 0.2 0.3 06 0.6 08 06 1.2 54 1.2 0.2
2010 Confidence interval 1.0 0.7 1.4 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.1 6.5 23 1.0
Year 5
2008 94 4 94 6 904 911 90.5 921 949 69.1 916 92.7
2010 947 957 926 923 922 932 953 69.2 931 93.7
2008 Confidence interval 03 04 06 0.8 1.0 11 1.1 58 22 0.2
2010 Confidence interval 1.1 0.8 1.6 1.7 1.8 1.9 1.6 7.2 24 1.2
Year 7
2008 96.0 96.5 949 94.7 945 95.2 971 759 956 95.4
2010 949 96.1 954 948 952 942 96.8 724 935 95.1
2008 Confidence interval 04 04 04 06 07 1.2 1.1 71 20 0.2
2010 Confidence interval 0.9 0.7 0.7 0.9 1.0 1.7 1.3 8.1 4.2 0.7
Year 9
2008 94.7 952 924 92.3 892.0 923 96.6 741 93.6 93.6
2010 93.1 948 93.1 920 921 924 947 705 925 93.1
2008 Confidence interval 04 05 08 11 1.7 1.7 1.2 74 25 0.3
2010 Confidence interval 1.2 09 1.3 1.6 1.9 23 2.0 83 39 1.1

Notes:
1. Confidence intervals are those used to compare data over time.
Source: ACARA (unpublished) NAPLAN Achievement in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions and Mumeracy: Mational Report for 2010.
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Additional.3 Reading, gain in average scores, NAPLAN, 2008-2010
NT non

NT Indigenous

Year 3 to Year 5

Year 3 2008 4123 4199 YA 386.7 400.5 401.2 421.0 206.6 3825 400.5

Year 5 2010 496 2 5022 4687 4775 4765 484 6 508 6 4121 4754 487.4

Gain 839 823 a7 6 90.8 76.0 834 876 105.5 929 86.9
Year 5 to Year 7

Year 5 2008 494 7 4967 466.1 4736 4779 476.4 5033 405.1 4745 484.4

Year 7 2010 548 6 5533 5375 544 5 5432 5418 567 3 4877 5392 546.0

Gain 539 56.6 714 70.9 65.3 65.4 64.0 82.6 64.7 61.6
Year 7 to Year 9

Year 7 2008 5425 5430 5281 527.0 b33hb 5342 5582 468.4 531.0 536.5

Year 9 2010 5782 5821 564.9 565.7 567.1 569.9 594 8 5236 5727 573.7

(Gain s 7 391 26 8 8.7 336 A5 T 366 552 417 37.2

Source: ACARA (2010) MAPLAN Achievement in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions and Numeracy: National Report for 2010, pp486, 507 & 528,
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Additional.4 Numeracy, gain in average scores, NAPLAN, 2008-2010

NT non
NSW Vic Qild WA SA Tas ACT NT Indigenous Aust
Year 3 to Year 5
Year 3 2008 408.9 4169 679 3819 388.8 3999 411.5 3384 386.9 396.9
Year & 2010 498 4 5027 474 1 476.8 472 6 4794 4987 4215 4727 488.8
Gain 895 858 106.2 949 838 79.5 a7.2 831 85.8 91.9
Year 5to Year 7
Year 2008 4878 4897 458.2 460.7 460.4 464 6 4838 416.3 459 4 475.9
Year 7 2010 5501 5536 5462 5458 5385 h306 556.2 486 6 5341 547.8
Gain 62.3 63.9 88.0 851 781 66.0 724 703 74.7 71.9
Year 7 to Year 9
Year 7 2008 5513 5523 539.0 5337 536.2 h338 556.2 488 .1 5342 545.0
Year 9 2010 5915 5928 5774 B779 5731 E714 5972 5299 5752 585.1
Gain 402 405 384 442 369 a7T6 41.0 418 41.0 40.1

Source: ACARA (2010) NAPLAN Achievement in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions and Numeracy: National Report for 2010, pp502, 523 & 544,
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