
Senate Standing Committee on Education Employment and Workplace Relations 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Additional Estimates 2011-2012 

Cross Portfolio 

DEEWR Question No. EW0933_12 

Senator Back provided in writing. 

Question

Hospitality and Entertainment 

1. " What is the Department/Agency's hospitality spend for this financial year to date?  Detail 
date, location, purpose and cost of all events. 2. For each Minister and Parliamentary 
Secretary office, please detail total hospitality spend for this financial year to date.  Detail 
date, location, purpose and cost of each event. 3. What is the Department's entertainment 
spend for this financial year to date?  Detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.    
4. For each Minister and Parliamentary Secretary office, please detail total entertainment 
spend for this financial year to date.  Detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.   
5. What hospitality spend is the Department/Agency's planning on spending?  Detail date, 
location, purpose and cost of all events. 6. For each Minister and Parliamentary Secretary 
office, what hospitality spend is currently being planned for?  Detail date, location, purpose 
and cost of each event. 7. What entertainment spend is the Department/Agency's planning 
on spending?  Detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events. 8. For each Minister and 
Parliamentary Secretary office, what entertainment spend is currently being planned for?  
Detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event. " 

Answer

DEEWR and its Agencies have provided the following response:

For questions 1, 2, 3 and 4.  
Total hospitality expenditure for the Department for the period 1 July 2011 to 
31 January 2012 was $73,329.12.  Please refer to the tables below for a breakdown 
between events of $1,000 or more and general Group and State hospitality and a breakdown 
by Ministerial office. 
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Event DATE LOCATION PURPOSE COST ($)
(Ex GST)

13 July 2011 Adelaide Royal Coach 
Motor Inn 
24 Dequetteville Terrace
Kent Town SA 

CCMS Presentation on operation process 
changes to various South Australian 
audiences

$1,453.64

14 July -16 July 
2011

Joondalup Reception Centre
102 Boss Avenue
Joondalup WA

CCMS Presentation on operation process 
changes to various Western Australian 
audiences

$2,890.41

18 July – 28 July 
2011

Treacy Centre
128 The Avenue
Parkville VIC

CCMS Presentation on operation process 
changes to Victorian audiences

$5,394.09

25 July – 26 July 
2011 

Domain Athletic Centre
Upper domain Road
Queens Domain TAS

CCMS Presentation on operation process 
changes to Tasmania audiences

$1,316.36

1 August 2011 Springdales School
Pusa Road – Upper Ridge 
Road Junction
New Delhi India

Reception for Minister Evans to celebrate 
13 years of Australia/ India Teachers/ 
Principals Professional Learning Program 

$2,713.37

24 August 2011 Tailrace Centre
Launceston TAS

Employment Services and Training Forum $1,228.64

1 September 2011 Grand Hyatt Melbourne
123 Collins Street
Melbourne VIC

TVET Board Function $1,191.82

23 September 2011 Mantra on Northbourne
84 Northbourne Ave
Canberra ACT

Workshop for the Early Childhood data 
Sub Group and the Implementation Sub 
Committee to review data standards.

$1,823.64

23 September 2011 The Regent, Taipei, Taiwan Australian Water Delegation Function $2,069.04
26 September 2011 Stamford Plaza

150 North Terrace
Adelaide SA

CCMS Training meeting $3,007.01
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Event DATE LOCATION PURPOSE COST ($)
(Ex GST)

18 October 2011 Penguin Island Cruises
Rockingham WA

Commonwealth Youth Group Forum 
Cultural Activity

$3,585.45

14 October 2011 Ritz-Carlton Hotel, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Malaysian Australian Alumni Council Gala 
Dinner 2011

$1,044.32

24 October 2011 Fremantle, WA Commonwealth Youth Forum $3,500.00
7 November 2011 DEEWR

50 Marcus Clarke St
Canberra ACT

Reconciliation Action Plan launch $7,770.00

24 November 2011 Ding Xian 101 Restaurant
Xinyi Road, Taipei, Taiwan

International Network Function $1,052.11

8 December 2011 Imperial Hotel
1-1-1 Uchisaiwaicho 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan

Reception for Senator Collins’ visit to 
Tokyo with Japanese Institute for Labour 
Policy and Training

$1,217.54

19 December 2011 Lobby Restaurant
King Georges Terrace
Parkes ACT

Australia – Indonesia Joint Working Group 
on Education and Training Function

$2,653.18

19 January 2012 Grand Hyatt Hotel
1 Harbour Road
Hong Kong

Australia Day Reception $1,266.40

Subtotal $45,177.02

Minister/ Parliamentary Secretary

The Hon Peter Garrett MP
 Minister for School Education, Early Childhood and Youth

$0

Senator the Hon Chris Evans
 Minister for Tertiary Education, Skills, Jobs and Workplace Relations

$0

Senator the Hon Mark Arbib
 Minister for Indigenous Employment and Economic Development

$0
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The Hon Kate Ellis MP
 Minister for Employment Participation and Childcare 

$0

Senator the Hon Jacinta Collins
 Parliamentary Secretary for School education and Workplace Relations

$0

Subtotal $0
GENERAL EXPENDITURE  (< $1000 in value per event)

PURPOSE

Executive
Corporate
Employment
OECECC
Schools
State Network
Strategy
Tertiary, Youth & International
Workplace Relations

General Official Hospitality includes:
 Launches attended by the media;
 Hospitality associated with advisory committee functions;
 Major events relating to the progress or promotion of the 

Department’s business
 Hospitality which promotes a government policy or 

objective;
 Hosting visiting officials and dignitaries from overseas;
 Hospitality which facilitates the conduct of public 

business and
 Hospitality at functions for staff in recognition of 

significant events

$15.00
$4,955.60

$23.73
$8,119.63
$1,892.43

$279.64
$2,193.60

$10,672.47
$0

Total < $1000 $28,152.10

Total $73,329.12

Please refer to the tables below for a breakdown between events of $1,000 or more and general hospitality for each Portfolio Agency. To 
provide details for each item of expenditure would require an unreasonable diversion of Departmental resources.
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Portfolio Agencies

Hospitality Events > $1,000
AGENCY EVENT DATE LOCATION PURPOSE COST ($)

(Ex GST)

ACARA
16 January 2012 Sky Phoenix, Shop 6001 

Westfield,
188 Pitt St Sydney

Board Planning Dinner 1,919.00

8/9 August 2011 Dell Ugo Restaurant and 
AITSL Brisbane Office

Dinner reception and catering for Board 
meeting

2,223.00

13 October 2011 RACV Club 
438 Little Collins St
Melbourne VIC

2011 Australian Awards for Outstanding 
Teaching and School Leadership

10,976.00

27 October 2011 Merchant Restaurant
495 Collins St
Melbourne VIC

Dinner  meeting with key Principals 
Associations to discuss principal and 
leadership initiatives

1,097.72AITSL

14/15 November 2011 Merchant Restaurant
495 Collins St
Melbourne VIC and AITSL 
Melbourne Office

Dinner reception and catering for Board 
meeting

1,440.00

FWA 13 December 2011 FWA Melbourne Offices FWA Christmas Party for Members and 
External Parties

5,939.00

FWO 1 December  2011 National Portrait Gallery, 
King Edward Terrace, 
Canberra

Prime Minister’s Awards for Excellence in 
Public Sector Management

1,590.90

Hospitality Events < $1,000
AGENCY PURPOSE COST ($)

(Ex GST)
ABCC Various planning, strategic development and industry stakeholder meetings 584.41
ACARA Various planning, strategic development and industry stakeholder meetings 3,435.10
AITSL Various planning, strategic development and industry stakeholder meetings 533.50
Comcare Various planning, strategic development and industry stakeholder meetings 4,115.67
FWA Various planning, strategic development and industry stakeholder meetings 7,444.00
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SWA hospitality expenditure for the period 1 July 2011 to 31 January 2012 is nil. 

Questions 5,6,7 and 8. Estimated hospitality expenditure for 2011-12 by agency is provided in the table below.

DEEWR $100,000
Ministers/ Parliamentary Secretary $0
ABCC $2,400
ACARA 12,145.54
AITSL $26,193
Comcare $17,150
FWA $24,477
FWO $2,855
SWA $0


