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Senate Standing Committee on Education Employment and Workplace
Relations

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Additional Estimates 2009-2010

Outcome 2 - Schools

DEEWR Question No.EW0915_10

Senator Mason provided in writing.

Question

DIGITAL EDUCATION REVOLUTION

Since the inception of the Rudd Government's Digital Education Revolution program,
how many students in each federal electorate are, or have been, eligible to receive a
commonwealth-funded laptop computer? As of 11 Feb 2010, how many of those
students have received their Digital Education Revolution laptop?

Answer

At the time of Preliminary Audit of computers available for students in years 9 to 12
(February 2008), the following information was determined:

· There were approximately 990,000 students in years 9 to 12 nationally 
(2007 Schools Census);

· There was approximately 280,000 computers already in place for the use of
students in years 9 to 12 nationally; and

· Of these 280,000 computers, approximately 210,000 computers were aged less
than four years old.

The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations used the
information collected from the Preliminary Survey to determine that 780,000
computers were required to bring the computer to student ratio of students in years 9
to 12 to 1:1. This comprises an additional 710,000 computers and the replacement of 
70,000 computers that were aged greater than four years old at the time of the audit.

The funding for these computers is provided under the National Secondary School
Computer Fund.

The purchase of ICT equipment through the National Secondary School Computer
Fund (the Fund) takes place at a state, sector or school level. Government and non-
government education authorities have primary responsibility for decisions about
design, purchase and use of educational hardware and software to meet the specific
needs of their schools.The Australian Government did not specify whether laptops or
desktops should be purchased and the installation to date reflects a mixture of both
types of devices.

Overall in February 2010, over 230, 000 computers approved through the Fund had
been installed, representing 29 percent of the installation required to reach 1:1.

In April 2010, over 257,000 computers approved through the Fund are installed,
representing 33 percent of the installation required to reach 1:1.
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The table below outlines the number of computers required to reach a computer to
student ratio of 1:1 by electorate. The table also includes the numbers of these
computers that have been installed (effectively deployed) as at April 2010.
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