EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TRAINING

SENATE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE - QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
2006-2007 ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES HEARING

Outcome:
Output Group:

DEST Question No. E987_07

Senator Nettle asked on 14 February 2007, EWRE Hansard page 134.

Question:

Brethren Schools

Senator NETTLE— If you are able to provide to the committee any more detail about the
process by which that occurred—in particular, a copy of any correspondence and requests
from the Brethren and the minister’'s exemption as well—that would be good.

Mr McDonald—We will take that on notice.

Answer:

Brethren Schools

On 21 July 2004 the then Minister for Education, Science and Training, The Hon Dr Brendan
Nelson, met with a group of representatives of Brethren schools at their request.

Dr Nelson wrote to Mr David Stewart, principal of MET School, Meadowbank, NSW, on 12
August 2004 confirming that Brethren schools would not be required to participate in national
sample assessments in ICT being carried out during the current quadrennium 2005-08. This
would not extend to the national sample assessments in science and civics and citizenship
education.

Attached are copies of Mr Stewart’s letter of 21 April 2004 seeking an interview with Dr
Nelson, and Dr Nelson’s letter of 12 August 2004.
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Dear by, Nelsan,

1 am prompted to write to you by receiving informaton reqecding your
Matintal Framework for Valies Fducation, As 3 schol we are cariinly
interdsted in increasing the quafity of ouy dedivery io the students.

Meadwebank Eduestion fnc. is the administrative bogy for MLE.T. Schagl.
M.E.T. Sthoot is somewhel uricue. it 5 rum on hehalf of Brethren apd
has fourteen Regisiered and Accredited eampuses spread theoughout NSW,
Currently the school taterz for vears 7 fo 13 with an entoliment in X198 of
some siX hundred studentsz.  Thare are similerty Srgenised schools in esch
sigte,

MLE. Inc. receivés Federal snd State funding and is governed by the NSW
Board of Studles reguirements. Bacausa of Brethren's consclence the
ncreesing use of technolpgy in aducation is presenting a difficdty. Thars
have bean a series of censWixtions betwsen the B.0.5. and M.E. Ing.
which have gone 2 lnyg way o resobving these difficuities,

We have sought en eppointment with you thraugh the Hon Alan Cadman on
behatf of sl Brethren schools Australia wide to acgurint you with our
pesition and seak your discretion for exemplion itom certaln 1T conditions,
We are happy to mest you wheraver is convertient 1 your self,

Enclosed is the gehoal Eihos, "Profile of the Rrethren® and "Brethracts
Attiinge o Computing” ta giva yott »n indication of cur baokground.

Thank you in antigipston of Yo gt;anﬁﬁg‘ us the reguasted jnterview.
Raply can be mada to tha abova sddress or tha writtrs peresnal office sti-
FO Sox 1y

KELLYVIRLE. NS# 2155

Prheme; &625-5172
Fex: 8829-370%

Yours faltiiully,
Meacewbank Ecucztion lncovsarated
;(: Z
ﬂ-ﬁ_-—:prf‘g“
David W, Stewart
Principat
o Taxed 1o

Parltament Houss
Canberra
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MINISTER FOR EDLCATION, SCIENCE AND TRAINING
THE HON DR BRENDAN NELSON M

12 AUG 2084

Mr David W Stewart

Frineipal

MET Schpol

PO Box 1151
MEADQWEBANE. NEW 2114

I refer to our maeﬁng on 21 Fuly 2004 =t which you requasted formal confirmarion that Rrethren
sehools will got be included in the nations] sample essessment in Toformation amd Communicaiion

Technology {ICT) skifts and Brethren schools do not need 0 provide data cniime for general
recrrrent purposes (0 my Diepariment,

1 cag confirm that, for the pmrposes of the reporting and acconntsbility oblipations of grantess mder
the. Australian Government’s schools assistance Jagislation for 200508, Brethrem sehoolg will not
be required 10 participate in the nationsl esmple assessments vnder T 10T Assessment Project
being carrled out ducing this period. I should add that this would 1ot extend to the mations! samnle
assessments {n science and civies and ciiizesship sducation,

While tmy Department is comumitted 1o integrating e-sovernrment srategies in Hoe with the
Australian Govesmment's Batter Services, Bettor Government srategy, provision is mads for
individnel cireumstances. My Depastment’s deta collections for the Financial Chiest onuaize,
Financial Accountability and Anmual Schools Lensug slrsady accommodsate the requirements of the
Brethren schools 10 respond on paper,

I trust this infrnation is of assistance,

Yours sincerely

M

BRENDAN NELSON

h'—""‘h-.‘





