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DEST Question No. E789_07    International student transport concessions 
 
Senator Carr provided in writing. 
 
Question: 
 
1. Can you confirm press reports that the Minister, Julie Bishop, has written to the NSW 

Transport Minister asking him to fund public transport concessions for international 
students in that State?  
 

2. Can you confirm that the Minister said that this followed "representations made by the 
Malaysian Minister for education?  
 

3. Can you provide details of representations to the Minister and/or the department on this 
matter from other people and organisations, since 2000?  
 

4. How many times has the Government been lobbied on this matter since 2000? 
 

5. What has been the Government's response, until now? Has it approached state and 
territory ministers, urging them to grant transport concessions to international students? 
Please provide details and copies of any relevant correspondence.  

 
Answer: 
 
International student transport concessions 
 
1. Yes. 
 
2. Yes. 
 
3. A number of organisations and individuals have made representations to the Minister 

and/or the Department on this matter.   
 
4. The Australian Government has received written correspondence on this issue ten times 

since 2000. 
 
5. The Australian Government response to this still remains that it is a State and Territory 

matter, whilst pointing out the valuable contribution that international students make to 
the Australian economy and society.  
 
Copies of relevant correspondence are provided. 

 









 



 



 



 



 




