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DEST Question No. E757_04 
 
Senator Carr asked on 20 February 2004 (EWRE Hansard page 40)  
 
Question:  
 
What is the impact of an extension of those IP rights from 50 to 70 years for Australian 
researchers? What if we take the case for instance of people working in the medical field? 
 
Answer:  
 
Australian United States Free Trade Agreement (AEI) 
 
During the 20 years’ extra protection for works, films and sound recordings, researchers, 
including medical researchers, will still be able to read, view and directly listen to them 
without infringing copyright.  While they will not be able to reproduce them at will, as they 
would if the material was in the public domain, the Copyright Act will continue to provide fair 
dealing exceptions to copyright for research or study.  The Agreement does not require the 
fair dealing exceptions for research or study to be reviewed or amended. 
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