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Senator Ludlam asked: 

 

1. The Totem tests occurred at Emu Fields on 15 and 27 October 1953. Is it the case 

that ordinance, planes, clothing and earthmoving equipment, and other debris from 

the tests were sent back to Woomera for decontamination and disposal? 

 

2. Where is the disposal site? 

 

3. Are there dump sites at the Amberley Air Base for ordinance, planes and clothing 

that were sent there for decontamination and disposal following all the major 

trials? 

 

 

Answers: 

 

1. Some items of equipment from the 1953 Totem nuclear weapons tests were sent to 

Woomera, South Australia (SA), for decontamination to enable their further use or 

salvage. 

 

2. Historical records suggest that waste from decontamination procedures at 

Woomera was disposed of at the Airfield Cemetery, Maralinga (SA), and 

subsequently dealt with as part of the Maralinga Rehabilitation Project. 

 

3. The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) confirms that a RAAF Lincoln Bomber 

was buried at RAAF Base Amberley and that there is some unconfirmed historical 

evidence to suggest that an additional aircraft was converted to components and 

subsequently buried at RAAF Base Amberley. 

 


