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Senator (Colbeck) Could you give me a sense of the volume of material that would have been 
published by CSIRO in the last four years on climate science?  
Dr Johnson: I could not. I could say that it is very large. We endeavour, as you know, wherever 
possible, to make the material we do publish on climate science accessible to the public. 
……………...  
Senator COLBECK: You said that where possible you make it available. What proportion of the 
documentation would not make it to the public arena?  
Dr Johnson: I meant we make it available in terms of everything that we produce being publicly 
available. It is just that some things we may highlight—for example, on our webpage there are 
signature documents like the Climate snapshot or the climate book. Obviously, everything we 
publish in the peer reviewed literature is in the public domain and accessible to anyone in the 
public. I wanted to make sure that was clear. We certainly do not withhold any of our science.  
Senator COLBECK: Have you compiled a full list of publications on any particular topic?  
Dr Johnson: I do not believe we have formally compiled a list. If that was something that would be 
of interest to you, we could certainly do our best to assemble that, if that is where you are heading.  
Senator COLBECK: We would like, on notice, a list of publications and papers on that particular 
matter since the end of 2007.  
Dr Johnson: Maybe, when that question does come, it is a very large body of work by many 
hundreds of scientists over a long period of time. So if there were some specific elements—  
Senator COLBECK: I am conscious of not creating too huge a bag of worms.  
Dr Johnson: It could be a significant amount of work there. If there are specific areas that you are 
interested in, if you could give us that guidance, that would be appreciated.  
Senator COLBECK: Okay. I detect that you have been given some guidance now. I will give you 
a moment to get it.  
Dr Johnson: I have just had some advice from Dr Steele that it is likely to be in the order of 1,200 
papers over the last four or five years. It would be a significant effort to do that, Senator. I reiterate 
that if there are some specific dimensions that you would like some visibility on, I would be happy 
to do that.  
Senator COLBECK: I am sure we are being observed and can define that. I hope we are.  
Dr Clark: I would direct you to the recent climate book which was a compilation of the peer 
reviewed science. Each chapter at the back has the references that relate to that chapter. That would 
be a very good place to start. 
 
ANSWER 
 
A list of publications by broad research area is provided as follows.  
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of agriculture in the Lower Mekong Basin to climate change impacts. In: Herath, S//Wang, Y//Liang, L, 
editor/s. International Workshop on the Climate Change Responses for Asian International Rivers: 
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responses to climate variability and change in Australian cropping systems. In: Anderssen, 
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