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QUESTION No.:  AI-52 
 
Senator ABETZ—Do the rules of the Public Service apply in relation to making public 
statements? 
Mr Paterson—The Public Service Act does not apply to the Chief Scientist. The terms of the 
engagement of the Chief Scientist are the terms set out in the deed between the Chief Scientist and 
the Commonwealth. 
Senator ABETZ—Are those sections of the deed able to be made available? I do not need to know 
the full name, address, remuneration and other things that may be contained in the deed, but I would 
like to know those operational parts of the deed as to the conditions under which the professor is 
engaged as the Chief Scientist? 
Mr Paterson—I will take it on notice. Given the nature of the deed, being a deed between the Chief 
Scientist and the Commonwealth, I would just like to reflect on the status of that as to whether or 
not it should be placed on the public record. 
Senator ABETZ—I did not ask for the whole need because I am aware of some of the matters that 
clearly would be confidential and should not be disclosed. 
Mr Paterson—I will take the question on notice. 
Senator ABETZ—Yes—to the conditions of employment as it relates to public interaction and so 
on would be helpful. 
 
ANSWER 
 
The terms of engagement for the Chief Scientist are set out in Clause 1 – Nature and period of 
Engagement, provided below: 
 

 
The operational parts of the deed are detailed below in the Schedule: Roles and Responsibilities of 
the Chief Scientist. 



 



 



 



 


