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Outcome 1, Output 1.1
 





Question: 292

Topic: Active After-school Communities

Hansard Page: ECITA 10

Senator Lundy asked: 

Could you provide the Committee with all of the programs where you have engaged a private provider and at what cost? Mr Peters – We can provide the details of which schools may use a private provider to deliver the program.

Answer:

There are 1,337 schools or Out of School Hours Care Services that have used a private provider in delivering the Active After-school Communities program. A list of each site is provided at Attachment A.

The Australian Sports Commission cannot provide the cost for each private provider as this is negotiated and agreed on between each individual site and the provider. The Commission has no record of these costs.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1
 





Question: 293

Topic: Active Australia Schools Network

Hansard Page: ECITA 13,14

Senator Lundy asked: 

Is the program [Active Australia Schools Network] growing? [provide the figures]

Answer:

The Active Australia Schools Network is stable. There are 993 schools currently in the Network. 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
 





Question: 294

Topic: Active After-school Communities program

Hansard Page: ECITA 14

Senator Lundy asked: 

Can you take it on notice to provide the Committee with how many of the Active After-school Communities schools are members of the network [Active Australia Schools Network]?

Answer:

There are 351 Active After-school Communities schools which are members of the Active Australia Schools Network.

Outcome 1 & 2, Output 1 & 2 





Question: 295

Topic: Sports Foundation Grants
Hansard Page: ECITA 14

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you provide the committee with all of the successful grant applications and facilities that have benefited from that over the last five years, and the proportion of the grant – or perhaps the total cost of the facilities that was represented by the Sports Foundation grant.

Answer: 

A list of organisations that had facility development projects registered with the Australian Sports Foundation Ltd in the last five years and that received discretionary grants in that period is attached.   The list also identifies the scope of the facility development, advised by the project organisation at the time of registration with the Australian Sports Foundation.

Outcome 1,2, Output 1,2






Question: 296

Topic: Women in Senior Management at the Australian Sports Commission

Hansard Page: ECITA 21
Senator Lundy asked:

I am happy for the Commission to respond in more detail about your strategies [for correcting the imbalance of men and women in higher positions in the ASC] internally.

Answer: 

Strategies currently in place to develop women for higher positions in the ASC include:

· A management enhancement program to enhance the knowledge, skills and opportunities for women;
· Providing the opportunity for women to attend leadership forums and workshops/forums for senior staff with the Australian Public Service Commission and other professional development organisations to enhance networks and understanding of leadership in the Australian Public Service and the sports industry;
· Promoting flexibility in working arrangements to assist staff manage family responsibilities;
· A performance review system which encourages discussion between female staff and their managers on career development;
· Executive coaching opportunities for women in middle to senior management positions;
· Arranging women’s leadership forums for women in the Australian Sports Commission and more broadly across the sports industry; and
· The promotion of women internally, under the guiding principle of merit based selection and employment.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1
 





Question: 297

Topic: Active After-school Communities (AASC) program

Hansard Page: ECITA 22

Senator Lundy asked: 

How many special schools or schools catering for children with a disability specifically are involved in the active after-schools program?  And how many children are actually involved specifically?
Answer:

There are 37 special schools that have or will participate within the Active After-schools Communities program through to Term four 2007.  Over 180 children are participating within these schools.  There are also a substantial number of children with special needs participating in the Active After-schools Communities program who are attending mainstream schools.

Outcome 1, Output 1 






Question: 298

Topic: Project CONNECT 
Hansard Page: ECITA 25
Senator Lundy asked:

Can you take it on notice to get an opinion from HREOC [Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission] about determining that [whether the ASC might be breaching the guidelines under that act by not allowing NSODs to access Project CONNECT funding]?

Answer: 

National Sporting Organisations for the Disabled are eligible for funding under the Project Connect initiative. Therefore, advice from HREOC has not been sought at this time.
Outcome 1, Output 1 






Question: 299

Topic: Project CONNECT 
Hansard Page: ECITA 27
Senator Lundy asked:

What is the level of Project CONNECT funding?

Answer: 

Each sport receives a total of $100,000 over the period of their involvement in Project CONNECT.

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 






Question: 300

Topic: Disability Sport – ID Athletes at the AIS
Hansard Page: ECITA  28

Senator Lundy asked:

Are you able to advise on the status of the scholarships for athletes with an intellectual disability, given the IPC decision, as I said, not to include them in the Beijing Olympics?... If you have [athletes on scholarship], what are your intentions?
Answer: 

a) There are currently two scholarship athletes with an intellectual disability in the AIS/Australian Paralympic Committee swimming program.

b) The purpose of the three AIS/ Australian Paralympic Committee scholarship programs (athletics, swimming and alpine skiing) is to prepare athletes for the Paralympic Games. Given the International Paralympic Committee’s decision to exclude events for the intellectually disabled from the 2008 Beijing Paralympic Games, the issue of continuing to offer scholarships for intellectually disabled athletes through AIS/APC programs is a matter for the Australian Paralympic Committee to consider in partnership with the relevant national sporting organisation.

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 301

Topic: AIS Skeleton Program
Hansard Page: ECITA 29

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you tell the Committee how much this [skeleton] program cost in its entirety from identification through to the last Winter Olympics? Could you take on notice the full costs for that and a breakdown and also the costs of the other Winter Olympic sports in the lead up to Torino so we have some comparisons.

Answer: 

a) The total cost of the AIS skeleton program from identification through to the last Winter Olympics were:

2004/05
ASC funding




$265,501



IOC funding




$57,142

2005/06
ASC funding




$333,503

AOC and Australian Bobsleigh and Skeleton Association funding 




$17,297

b) The cost for other Olympic sports in the lead up to Torino were:

	Sport – Discipline
	2004/05
	2005/06

	Freestyle – Aerial
	398,600
	459,000

	Freestyle – Mogul
	206,200
	273,500

	Snowboard – half pipe
	192,300
	220,000

	Short Track
	210,800
	265,000

	Alpine Skiing
	180,400
	205,000

	Figure skating
	38,000
	45,000


Outcome 2, Output 2 






Question: 302

Topic: National Talent Identification and Development 

Hansard Page: ECITA 29
Senator Lundy asked:

Could I also ask you to take on notice to provide the details of all the current talent identification programs, including the targeted ones, the Indigenous programs that you spoke of, the athletes that have been targeted and the specified outcomes that you are hoping to achieve for those programs—length, cost and duration. 
Answer: 

Immediately prior to July 2006 the Australian Sports Commission, through the Australian Institute of Sport, delivered a National Talent Search Program working primarily with five sports: rowing; cycling; canoeing; diving and skeleton.  Following the announcement by the Australian Government of a series of new measures in the 2006/07 Budget, the Commission has developed and introduced an enhanced National Talent Identification and Development program.

Pre-Existing Programs 
Pre-existing talent identification projects were being implemented through a collaborative funding approach (jointly-funded with other organisations which are responsible for delivery) and a direct funding approach (Commission-managed and delivered).

In relation to collaboratively funded programs, these projects are two-year programs that will target opportunities leading to medal success at the national and international level with projects being strongly endorsed and supported by the relevant national sporting organisations.  Total Australian Sports Commission funding allocated to the collaborative pool is $220,000 per annum with various partners providing both cash and in-kind contributions to deliver these programs. 
The sports and the regions in which these programs are operating are:

1. Diving (Queensland, New South Wales, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia);
2. Cycling (Western Australia, Queensland, ACT and Tasmania);
3. Rowing (Queensland, Victoria and South Australia); and

4. Canoeing (Tasmania and Victoria).

ASC funding and program management is also provided to the four sports of rowing, cycling, canoeing and skeleton.  In the case of the summer sports, four-year business plans have been developed in collaboration with the relevant national sporting organisation, and ASC staff are delivering specific objectives within the business plans in partnership with the national sporting organisation.  

New Funding

As a result of the 2006/07 budget announcement, new funding has allowed pre-existing programs to receive funding supplementation and, importantly, has enabled new sports and programs to be developed.

Further information on talent identification and development initiatives for those sports previously receiving direct funding are as follows.

Canoeing

The overall objectives of this initiative are to:

1. To deliver canoe/kayak talent identification and development programs throughout Australia in regions where the required infrastructure is available; and
2. To augment the knowledge base for canoeing/kayaking talent identification and development.

Programs are being conducted in both flatwater and slalom disciplines and are designed to support existing club paddlers, as well as identify new paddlers in regions such as the Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast, Northern New South Wales, Penrith, Melbourne and Launceston.  Pre-existing funding of $130,000 per annum has been supplemented by an additional $150,000 per annum from 2006/07.

Cycling
The overall objectives of this initiative are to:

1. Develop a framework which meets the needs of Cycling Australia for the identification and development of cyclists across road, track, BMX and mountain bike; and
2. Provide enriching development programs, in conjunction with key stakeholders, for new and current (talent selection) cyclists. 

New identification and development programs are currently being conducted in women’s mountain bike in three states (New South Wales, Victoria and the ACT), men’s sprint cycling (Victoria), junior men’s and women’s track program (Northern New South Wales) and senior women’s time trial (all states).  Pre-existing funding of $130,000 per annum has been supplemented by an additional $150,000 per annum from 2006/07.

Rowing

The overall objectives of this initiative are to:

1. Strengthen and expand the talent development pathway in rowing by establishing opportunities for young people leaving school rowing programs; and 

2. Widen the catchment areas of potential rowing talent by developing programs in non-rowing schools/communities.
A major component of this initiative has been the creation of the ‘Breaking the Drought’ project at the Australian Institute of Sport, which is based on the development of single-sculling ability over a two-year period through ten targeted scholarships.  New development programs have also been established in northern New South Wales and regional Queensland.  Pre-existing funding of $130,000 per annum has been supplemented by $275,000 in 2006/07 and $150,000 annually thereafter.

Skeleton
The overall objectives of this initiative are to:

1. Continue the development of the 2004/05 AIS talent identification program in the quest to succeed at the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympics; and

2. Identify and develop four new sliders to optimise the chances of program success at the 2010 Games.

Sliders are currently training in North America and are preparing for World Cup and America’s Cup competitions as part of the program.  The funding allocation through the National Talent Identification and Development program is $200,000 per annum and the Australian Institute of Sport contribution is $100,000 per annum.  The Olympic Winter Institute will have overall management responsibility for the program.

Targeted (Asian-centric) Initiatives

One of the new measures announced in the 2006/07 Budget relates to achieving outcomes in Olympic and Commonwealth Games multi-medal sports popular in Asia.  The objectives of the Asian-centric funding are to:

1. achieve Olympic medal success in sports that are popular in Asia; and

2. benefit from competitive exchanges with Asian countries or within Asia. 
National sporting organisations in eight sports are currently preparing their detailed business plans outlining how they will utilise indicative funding to achieve a result for the next generation of athletes.  These plans will be reviewed by the Commission in mid-December with funding determined once these plans are approved.  Individual sport programs are planned for an initial four years with a formal review after 18 months.  Proposed participant sports in this initiative and their concept plans follow.
Badminton
The Badminton Australia High Performance Program underwent significant change in 2005 culminating in a program underpinned by sports science and driven by a new national coach.  The priority is to capitalise on the momentum created through these changes and deliver significant medal outcomes in Delhi 2010 and the 2014 Commonwealth Games and medal potential in London 2012.  Areas identified for development are: 
· talented athletes – identifying new talent for the High Performance Program; 
· elite coach education; 

· development and retention ensuring robust talent development programs; 
· athlete sports services for the daily training environment to support talent development;

· quality sparring at the Melbourne National Centre, Nanjing, Kuala Lumpur and AIS; and

· international competition, targeting the Asian Badminton circuit.
Judo
The Judo program is aiming for a medal result at the 2012 London Olympic Games by involving developing Australian athletes in an exchange program with Japan, the world leader in Judo.  In 2007 the program would provide one Talent Identification and Development AIS Camp and two Development AIS Camps involving Asian athletes for partners (plus accompanying coaches). 
In addition there would be two training camps (short and long term) in high schools in Japan to develop better techniques and strategic training adaptation.  For the first time, the federation would employ a full time National Development Coach/Coordinator assisted by a volunteer coach to work with athletes identified by states, clubs and schools to attend an inaugural AIS camp for Talent Identification and Development (age bracket – 15-19 years).  In 2008-2010 the Asian influence could expand to Korea and China.
Taekwondo

Taekwondo Australia has recently made the commitment to relocate its Head Coach, Assistant Coach and at this stage eight elite athletes from around Australia to Canberra into a fully residential camp based and centralised program, providing the necessary focus on results in Beijing.  Through the National Talent Identification and Development program the best talented athletes across Australia will be targeted via scholarship, feeding these athletes directly into the centralised program.  A group of athletes will be based with the currently identified elite athletes at the residential program in Canberra.  Another group of identified athletes from across Australia will be exposed to further development opportunities and act as a feeder system from clubs and state high performance centres via scheduled camps.
Shooting 

Of the three Olympic shooting disciplines, pistol offers the best opportunity to create realistic opportunities for Olympic success in London and beyond.  Under the proposal, a dedicated National Junior Development Coach, working under the direction of the National Head Coach, would establish a national feeder program by identifying and supporting athletes and their coaches in their home environment and through national camps in Canberra.  The Pistol program will focus on young shooters in the age range of 12 to 21. 
Triathlon

Triathlon Australia’s planning to achieve a medal result at the 2012 London Olympic Games has a two pronged attack.  It involves the identification of new talent (males and females) by cross referencing swimming and cross-country running results, aquathons, surf life saving and triathlon siblings.  Development of existing juniors would occur through exposure to International Triathlon Union Continental Cup racing in Asia (ie. China, Korea, Singapore).  A development coach would also attend these races (with a senior coach) to gain international exposure to elite competition and travel requirements.
Volleyball

The Australian Volleyball Federation would like to establish a talent transfer program that will assist targeted female athletes with the potential to achieve medal results at the 2012 Olympic Games to transition successfully from Indoor Volleyball to Beach Volleyball.  Athletes will be offered residential or camps-based scholarships with the Beach Volleyball National Centre of Excellence located in Adelaide.  Athletes will be provided with significant financial (and other) support to train and compete with/in targeted countries from the Asian zone as an important stepping stone to participation in major international events.
Diving

Diving Australia has received 05/06 collaborative funding for its ‘Diving Spring’ project for the talent identification and development of potential athletes.  The Targeted Initiatives component will assist Diving Australia to enhance the ‘Diving Spring’ in the key areas of coaching, competition and camps.
Short Track Speed Skating
Funding for short-track speed skating will support up to seven AIS scholarship athletes and two to three staff in the AIS team to attend specific camp activities in the Asian region, particularly in South Korea.  South Korea is the world leader in short-track speed skating.  The South Korean short track program has a very different training and preparation philosophy to that of the Western Countries.  

The AIS program plans to adopt South Korean methodologies into the annual AIS team program, by training with and learning from the South Korean program in South Korea and to add an intensive overseas on ice training block, which has previously not been possible.
Indigenous Talent Identification
Another of the new measures announced in the 2006/07 Budget relates to improving the sporting performances of Indigenous Australians.  In keeping with the integrated philosophy of the National Talent Identification and Development Program, this initiative will take on a mainstream approach for Olympic medal outcomes, will be strongly supported by AIS services or programs, and will be focused in areas that provide adequate infrastructure for talent development.

Some of these programs may be “experimental” but they will build on successful programs which have worked for indigenous athletes.  It is anticipated that new programs will reflect the indigenous population existence within urban and non-urbanised areas, with funding also supporting existing Indigenous athletes such as those identified within Elite Indigenous Travel and Accommodation Assistance Program.
Five sports have been targeted for the Indigenous focus.  Like the Asian-centric funding, sport programs are planned for an initial four years with a formal review after 18 months.  Final allocation of funds to each sport will be determined in mid December 2006 once detailed business plans are approved.  National sporting organisations are currently completing their business plans based on the following concept. 
Boxing

Boxing will support up to six Indigenous athletes on a full residential scholarship at the AIS with a dedicated AIS development coach.  Additionally, the project will provide up to two Indigenous Centres of Excellence for Boxing (potentially North Queensland and Sydney) with dedicated part-time coaches overseen by the National Head Coach.  These centres will help to provide a sustainable development pathway for the national boxing program.
Athletics
Athletics Australia is aiming to identify indigenous athletes for a high performance sprints and jumps program through a multi-year structured approach in the areas of talent selection and detection.  It will promote the development of Indigenous coaches or coaches who work with Indigenous athletes and will provide a fast-track program that includes competition, integration into high performance programs, national representation for new and existing athletes and also athletes currently being tracked by the Athletics Australia Indigenous program.  Athletics Australia will also host camps for talented Indigenous athletes and coaches in each state, bringing in specialised coaches and educators.
Hockey

Hockey Australia aims to provide additional competition opportunities (and therefore coaching exposure) for Indigenous athletes, over and above what is achievable in their home location.  This would mean relocation to Perth, where arguably Australia’s highest standard domestic club competitions and the National/ AIS Hockey program is located.  Funding will also provide additional opportunities for indigenous athletes to be included within other Hockey Australia / AIS camp programs.  Individual Indigenous athletes will be provided with additional tournament opportunities (domestic and international) teamed together with other squad athletes (ie National and AIS Tours, Development Squad matches).
Basketball

Basketball Australia would like to find Indigenous athletes that exhibit the natural tendencies that, with high level coaching, can assist the athletes to be developed into national level players.  These athletes may already be in the basketball development system, but with extra support could be ‘fast-tracked’.  Alternatively, they may not be currently playing the sport but show the characteristics that lend themselves to easily adapting to it.  The area of focus would be developing point guards, a perceived area of need in Australian Basketball. 
Softball

Although not in the 2012 London Olympics, softball is the major participation sport for indigenous women in Australia.  There are several established programs for young aboriginal women already underway.  The intention is to integrate these programs into the National Talent Identification and Development network using an AIS-based camps approach.  The talent identified also has the potential to be transferred into other Olympic programs.
Development of a National Talent Identification Network
In addition to the sports specific programs outlined above, there is an important underpinning approach to the development of a national talent identification network.  The emphasis has been to develop a network that will offer the best chances of reaching out to Australia’s relatively small population of talent (in comparison with our international competitors). 
Opportunities to tap into existing staff and infrastructure throughout metropolitan and regional areas will help to maximise the talent harvest.  New network components to complement the existing high performance pathway include, but are not limited to, educational institutions such as universities, secondary schools, specialist sport and boarding schools, as well as outstanding sporting clubs. 
Strategies to maximise the recruitment of talent include the development of interactive websites for self-identification and nomination, major event recruitment (e.g. University Games, National School and Age Championships), donor and recipient sport links (e.g. gymnastics/diving/aerial skiing), and the institution of a national talent amnesty or general draft-style program to provide a systematic process for talent transfer between sports.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1
 





Question: 303
Topic: Active After-school Communities (AASC) program

Written Question on Notice

Senator Lundy asked: 
1. Could you provide the committee with:

a. the number of children enrolled, by region, in each term of the AASC program since the program’s inception?

b. the number of schools or after school care providers delivering the program, by region, in each term of the AASC program since the program’s inception?

c. the name and location of the 575 schools who showed genuine interest in the AASC program and were unable to gain funding?

2. Could you provide the committee with the details of the training provided to deliverers, the duration, frequency, location, follow up and costs incurred to participants?

Answer:

1.
(a)
See Attachment A

(b)
See Attachment B


(c)
See Attachment C

2.
The AASC Community Coach Training Program (CCTP) consists of 5 modules of the following duration:
1. AASC Program Overview



1 hour

2. Communication and Behaviour Management
2 hours

3. Safe Environments




1.25 hours

4. Nutrition and Wellbeing



0.75 hours

5. Planning, preparing, delivering and reviewing

Playing for Life activity sessions


6.00 hours





Total Duration

11.00 hours


Once probationary registration has been achieved, the deliverers are assessed in their first term of delivery to gain full registration.  The deliverers are then informally assessed each term and have to reapply for full registration and to be formally reassessed after two years of delivering in the program.

There are no costs to undertake the CCTP.

See Attachment D for the details on when and where the CCTP has been delivered. 
Outcome 2, Output 2.1 






Question: 304
Topic: Weightlifting – Funding being withheld
Written Question on Notice

Senator Lundy asked:

1. Mr Peters, on what basis did you withhold funding from the Australian Weightlifting Federation?
2. When will you reinstate the funding?
3. On what criteria will you reinstate the funding?

4. What if the AWF is found to have a doping infringement – will funding be reinstated?

Answer: 

1.
During the latter half of 2005, the Australian Weightlifting Federation’s (AWF) governance and management reform did not progress satisfactorily.  As well as concerns about the capacity of the AWF Board to complete the reform process, Australian Sports Commission management also had concerns about the ongoing effective governance and management of the sport and suspended funding to AWF in September 2005. 

2 and 3.
No funding will be released to the AWF until the ASC is satisfied as to the effective ongoing governance of the AWF, its capacity to complete the reform process and its financial management.

4.
At the conclusion of the Australian Sports Anti-Doping Authority’s (ASADA) current investigation into possible violations of anti-doping rules in the sport of weightlifting, the ASC will consider any information provided by ASADA that relates to the conduct of the AWF in upholding its anti-doping policy and this may impact on funding.

Outcome 1,2, Output 1,2 






Question: 305

Topic: Annual Report
Hansard Page: Written Question on Notice 

Senator Ludwig asked:

With regard to agencies (and the department itself) that fall inside the department’s portfolio, could the department indicate

1. What date the agency’s 2005-06 Annual Report was tabled before parliament?

2. If the annual report was not tabled by 31 October 2006, could the department indicate:

a. When the report was tabled, or if it remains untabled what date the report is expected to be tabled by. 

b. Whether the agency’s own legislation provides an alternative timeframe for its annual report.  If so, could the department provide:

i. A description and reference to the relevant provision and legislation.

ii. An explanation of why the agency cannot meet the general timeframe set out in the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet’s Requirements for Annual Reports, and so requires an alternative timeframe?

c. Whether the agency was granted an extension under section subsections 34C(4) - (7) of the Acts Interpretation Act 1901?    

d. Where the agency’s legislation doesn’t provide for an alternative timeframe (as per question b) nor was the agency granted an extension (as per question c) could the department provide:

i. Explanation for why the Annual Report was tabled outside the timeframe set by DPM&C despite there being no provision alternative timeframe set out in the agency's legislation nor there being any formal extension granted. 
ii. Details of any other arrangement in place for the tabling the agency's Annual Report.
Answer: 


1 & 2a.
The Australian Sports Commission’s Annual Report was tabled out of session on 20 November 2006. 

2b.

The Australian Sports Commission Act 1989 does not provide an alternative 
timeframe for the tabling of the Annual Report. 

2c.

The Australian Sports Commission was not granted an extension under section 
subsections 34 C (4) - (7) of the Acts Interpretation Act 1901.
2d.  i.
The Annual Report was tabled outside the timeframe set by the Department of Prime 
Minister and Cabinet due to unexpected delays in the finalisation of the Report, its 
design and final printing.


ii.
Not applicable.
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