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Questions: 221 & 225
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 17
Senator Lundy asked:

221:
(a) Can you provide the committee with the correspondence that you sent out on that initial approach?

(b) Thank you, and also their responses?
225:
I could place on notice that you provide the committee with all of the agreements that you have negotiated with respect to these clubs.

Answer: 

221 & 225
The initial correspondence sent by the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts to each of the proponents of sporting facility election commitments, the proponents’ responses, executed funding agreements and relevant variations are attached in Folders 1, 2 and 3. 

The documents in Folders 1, 2 and 3 include:

· written correspondence where available; 

· file notes of non-written responses

· responses by email;

· relevant funding agreements, which are one of two types:

· Long form: used in cases where the funding amount is greater than $100 000. Such agreements can be identified by a title page including the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts logo and a description of the parties to the agreement. 

· Short form: used in cases where the funding amount is less than $100 000. Such agreements can be identified by a letter of offer forming part of the agreement.

The Department of Transport and Regional Services initially administered some of the commitments and this is reflected in the initial correspondence sent by the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts. 
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Question: 222
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports Facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 17 
Senator Lundy asked:

How many of the recipients responded directly to that initial correspondence? Did you have any trouble tracking any of them down?
Which one was that?

Answer:

a.
In nearly all cases a quick response was received. On one occasion there was difficulty contacting the appropriate person.

b.
Kings Park Recreation Reserve Committee of Management (Seymour Junior Cricket, Football and Netball).
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Question: 223
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 19
Senator Lundy asked:

Are you able to inform the committee whether you identified potential grantees who were not of sufficient organisational structure to receive grant funding?

Answer: 

The Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts did not identify potential grantees that were not of sufficient organisational structure to receive grant funding.
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Question: 224
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports Facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 19 
Senator Lundy asked:

Were any of the projects either questioned or not approved by local councils at the point

of this exercise by the department?

Answer: 
The Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts was not aware of any projects that were either questioned or not approved by local councils at the point of this exercise.
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Question: 226
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports Facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 21
Senator Lundy asked:

Is this project [Burnie Swimming Pool] contingent on state and perhaps even local government injection of funds?

Answer: 
No.
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Question: 227
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports Facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 22
Senator Lundy asked:

Could you take on notice to provide more correspondence between the department and Kardinia Park management in relation to these grants?

Answer: 
The correspondence between the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts and Geelong Football Club is attached (Folder 1).
The documents provided do not include:

· Cabinet-in-Confidence documents;

· general documents which refer to some or all other projects and not specifically to the Kardinia Park project;

· earlier drafts of the funding agreement that do not contain substantive differences from final executed agreement;
· inter-departmental correspondence relating to some or all sporting facility election commitments;
· advice to the Minister; 
· internal deliberations of Government; or
· internal file notes. 
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Question: 228
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports Facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 22-23
Senator Lundy asked:

Why did you decide to have two funding agreements [for the Kogarah Oval Redevelopment]?

Was that your decision?

Whose idea was it?

Answer: 
The Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts, and St George Leagues Club agreed it was appropriate to have two funding agreements to account for the different stages of this project. 
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Question: 229
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports Facilities
Hansard Page: ECITA 23
Senator Lundy asked:

For all the projects that funding agreements have been entered into, what has actually been built?

Answer:
As at 20 December 2005 the following infrastructure has been completed:
· Broadford Bowling Club – lights towers.
· Wallan and District Cricket Club –practice cricket nets.

· Winnaleah Swimming Pool - upgraded pool facilities.

· Golden Grove Football Club – flood lighting towers.

· Para Hills Soccer Club –training lights and playing and training equipment.

· Yarra Glen Cricket Club – upgraded playing and practice facilities, and equipment.
· St George Leagues Club – light towers and turnstiles.
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Question: 230
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports Facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 24
Senator Lundy asked:

(a) Please provide the progress report on those projects that have been provided with 2004-05 funding [the funding agreements were in 2004-05.]

(b) As of today’s date, can you take it on notice to provide a full progress report on each of those projects [that have not been fully acquitted]? 

(c) When did the department provide the response [to QON 417] to the minister’s office?
Answer: 

(a) A progress report on all projects, including those which have been provided funding in 2004-05, was provided to the Committee Secretariat on 7 November 2005. A copy is at Attachment A. 

(b) This information was provided in the response to (a).

(c) Between 14 July 2005 and 27 October 2005 the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts liaised with the Minister’s office as part of the iterative process of finalising the answer to Question on Notice 417.
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Question: 231
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports Facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 25
Senator Lundy asked:

Can the department explain why the folio numbers on the pages provided to the committee appear to indicate that the complete file was not provided? 

Answer: 

The Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts answered Question on Notice No. 417 by providing documents on the file relating to the Brookvale Oval Upgrade project (File Nos 2005/810 and 2005/3729).

The Department has reviewed the file and provides the attached additional documents and correspondence on that file, including documents and correspondence on that file that were created since Question on Notice 417 was asked. This material includes documents obtained from public sources such as the internet.
The documents originally provided in response to Question on Notice 417 and the attached documents do not include:

· Cabinet-in-Confidence documents;

· general documents which refer to some or all other projects and not specifically to the Brookvale project;

· earlier drafts of the funding agreement that do not contain substantive differences from final executed agreement;
· inter-departmental correspondence relating to some or all sporting facility election commitments;
· advice to the Minister; 
· internal deliberations of Government; or
· an internal file note containing commercially sensitive information provided by the proponent.

The Department has removed a reference to the proponent’s bank account details. 
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Question: 232
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports Facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 31
Senator Lundy asked:

So the $1 million was provided [to Brookvale Oval] on what date?

Answer: 

Funding was provided to the Manly Warringah Sea Eagles Limited on 28 June 2005. 
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Question: 233
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports Facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 32
Senator Lundy asked:

(a) What detail was changed in the funding agreement some months after the funding had been provided to Brookvale Oval.

(b) Has the department or you [Senator Kemp]… been approached by Mr Abbott either by correspondence or verbally about this project?

Answer: 

(a) On 15 September 2005, a Deed of Variation to Funding Agreement was executed to reflect a change in the Completion date of the project from 28 February 2006 to 31 May 2006.

(b) The Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts and the Minister have not been approached by the Hon Tony Abbott concerning changes to this project, either by correspondence or verbally. 

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 234
Topic: Election Commitments, Sports Facilities

Hansard Page: ECITA 34
Senator Lundy asked:

Are there any other files that the department suspects may have been out of date that have been provided through questions on notice to the committee?

Answer: 
No.

- 1 -

- 13 -

