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Question: 7

Topic:  Adult Satellite Services
Written Question on Notice: tabled

Senator Harradine asked:  
Where is the ABA up to with its investigation of satellite-delivered pornographic television into Australia?  Why has it taken so much longer than the time you estimated to complete your investigation?  What information have you collected?  Please provide a report on progress or the final report.  When is the investigation expected to conclude?

Answer: 

The ABA sent its preliminary investigation reports into adult satellite services to affected overseas broadcasting service providers on 23 November 2004. In keeping with the ABA’s practice of observing administrative law principles of procedural fairness to those affected by a decision, the broadcasting service providers were given until Friday 14 January 2005 to make comment on the ABA’s preliminary investigation findings. 

The ABA has given consideration to submissions received from the broadcasting service providers in finalising its investigation report and considering appropriate enforcement action.

While in the ABA Annual Report for 2003-2004 the ABA stated that it anticipated completing its investigation into the ‘adult services’ being broadcast into Australia on satellite from overseas in the second half of 2004, the investigation timetable was extended due to issues relating to the overseas location of the service providers. 

The ABA has collected information against its terms of reference on the following matters:

· Whether the services Free XTV, Backroom, Sexz. TV, BlueKiss and BlueKiss Express are being provided into Australia via satellite. If the ‘adult services’ are being provided into Australia, the identity of the service provider(s) and where the service provider(s) is located;

· Whether the services being provided on Free XTV, Backroom, Sexz. TV, BlueKiss and BlueKiss Express, and transmitted via satellite into Australia, are refused classification (RC) or are classified ‘X’, or would be classified as such, by the Office of Film and Literature Classification;

· The commercial arrangement between the owners of the satellites transmitting these services into Australia and the service providers; and

· The commercial arrangement between the companies and outlets in Australia selling the ‘smart cards’ or other access devices to these satellite services and the ‘channels’ or services themselves, Free XTV, Backroom, Sexz. TV, BlueKiss and BlueKiss Express.

The ABA anticipates finalising the current investigations early in 2005.
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