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Question: 61
Output: 

Division: 
Policy Coordination


Topic:

Independent Review of the Australian Greenhouse Office
Hansard Page ECITA: On notice

Senator Carr asked:
Warwick Smith Report

· What were the Terms of Reference of the review?

· Have you seen the final Report or a summary of the report? 

· When will the report be released? 

· What are its recommendations in relation to the future of the AGO?

· Is the AGO likely to remain a separate agency?

· Are you aware of rumours about the Warwick Smith report containing recommendations to abolish or at least contract the AGO?

· You are not aware of any recommendation to ‘downgrade’ the AGO.

· What impact has this speculation and uncertainty had on the staff? 

· Has there been any impact on recruitment or program delivery?

· What progress has been made in appointing a permanent CEO?

· Why has this not been progressed?

· What are the plans for appointing a permanent position?

· If there is enough uncertainty not to appoint a CEO, how is it affecting your programs and long term planning?

· What progress has been made in replacing the Deputy CEO?

· How long has this position been vacant?

Answer:

The Terms of Reference of the Independent Review of the Australian Greenhouse Office were provided in response to a question on notice for the 30 May 2002 session of Budget Estimates for ECITA and are reproduced again below.

Other questions relating to the recommendations of the review and appointment of senior AGO staff were addressed during questioning at the consideration of Supplementary Estimates on 20 November 2002 (Hansard pages ECITA 119–120 refer). It was indicated that the report of the review is before government for consideration and a statement on its recommendations or possible release of the report 

has not yet been made. Until this time, the process to appoint a permanent chief and deputy chief executive of the Australian Greenhouse Office will not commence.

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF THE AUSTRALIAN GREENHOUSE OFFICE

The Australian Greenhouse Office was established in early 1998 to be the lead Commonwealth agency on greenhouse matters. It has been responsible for the delivery of a range of programs established under the Government’s policies Safeguarding the Future and Measures for a Better Environment, and for policy advice to the Government on its greenhouse response.

The review of the office is to report to the Government by 30 June 2002. The report should respond to the following terms of reference:

Taking into account:

· Australia’s international obligations under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its commitments on greenhouse;

· Developments in international negotiations;

· The interaction between greenhouse policy and other government objectives; and

· Australia’s forward strategy for addressing climate change.

Provide advice on:

· Whether the scope of the operations of the Australian Greenhouse Office remains appropriate; and

· The efficiency and effectiveness of the Australian Greenhouse Office in delivering government policy and communicating the government’s position.
Outcome:  Environment and Antarctica



Question: 62
Output: 

General
Division: 

Policy Coordination Division
Topic: 

General Budget Questions

Hansard Page ECITA: On notice
Senator Carr asked:

General Budget Questions

· Has the cancellation of the Agency Incentive Banking Scheme resulted in a financial loss to the Department?

· If so, how much?

· How much were you getting in interest payments which will now be foregone?

· What effect will this have on programs?

· What effect will result from changes to the Capital Use Charge on the financial state of the Department?

· Please provide a balance and explanation of all expenditure going in and out under the Financial Management Accountability Act 1997 (Section 20 Accounts).

· Please provide a list of all revenues and expenditures, item by item, in any special accounts held under that Act.

Answer:

Discontinuation of the Agency Banking Incentive Scheme (ABIS) and Capital Use Charge (CUC)

The operation of the ABIS is intended to be Budget neutral. In effect the annual appropriation for an FMA Act agency is reduced by an amount equal to the forecast interest earnings paid to (and retained by) agencies.

The operation of the CUC system is intended to be Budget neutral. CUC funding is provided through the Budget. Funding will cease with its discontinuation, as will the payment.

The following financial details were requested in the last two dot points of the questions. 

The Department of the Environment and Heritage has 3 Special Public Moneys Accounts established pursuant to section 20 of the Financial Management and Accountability Act 1997. The receipts, expenditure and balance of these Accounts for the last completed financial year (2001/2002) are as follows.

Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council Fund Trust Account

This Account is for expenditure to support environmental research and special activities approved by the Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council or a Committee appointed by the Council for that purpose.


$

Opening balance at 1 July 2001
28,429

Add: Receipts from other sources
         0

28,429

Less: Expenditure
  4,500
Balance at 30 June
23,929
Environment- Services for other Governments and Non-agency Bodies Reserve

This Account is for payment of costs in connection with services performed on behalf of other governments and non-agency bodies.


$

Opening balance at 1 July 2001
3,157,990

Add: Correction to opening balance
518,638


Receipts from other sources
5,073,098

8,749,726

Less: Expenditure
5,563,218
Balance at 30 June
3,186,508
Other Trust Moneys Reserve
This Account is for the receipt of moneys temporarily held in trust for other persons.


$

Opening balance at 1 July 2001
64,054

Add: Receipts from other sources
  77,485

141,539

Less: Expenditure
  77,485
Balance at 30 June
  64,054
The Department also has the following special accounts, with details of revenues and expenditure as requested, under the FMA Act. 

Environment – Federation Fund Reserve


$

Opening balance at 1 July 2001
51,185,277

Add: Receipts


. Appropriations for reporting period
1,200,000

. GST credits (FMA section 30A)
     301,325


52,686,602

Less: Expenditure



. Grants
21,643,878


. Return of appropriation to OPA
30,200,000
Balance at 30 June
     842,724
Natural Heritage Trust of Australia Reserve


$

Opening balance at 1 July 2001
591,468,616

Add: Receipts


. Appropriations for reporting period
298,077,000


. Receipts from other sources
2,082,525


. GST credits (FMA section 30A)
    6,178,126


897,806,267

Less: Expenditure



. Grants
246,295,468


. Suppliers
  39,770,046
Balance at 30 June
611,740,753
Ozone Protection Reserve


$

Opening balance at 1 July 2001
1,531,060

Add: Receipts


. Appropriations for reporting period
   436,630


1,967,690

Less: Expenditure


. Reimburse Department
   226,526
Balance at 30 June
1,741,164
National Cultural Heritage Account

$

Opening balance at 1 July 2001
132,250

Add: Appropriations for reporting period
  60,000


192,250

Less: Expenditure
           0
Balance at 30 June
192,250
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