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Question: 97

Topic: Cost of the Telecommunications Service Inquiry

Hansard Page: 71

Senator Lundy asked:

(Referring to the TSI)  How much did that one cost again?

Answer:

The direct cost to the Department of the Telecommunications Service Inquiry was $1,062,351.44.

These costs do not include:

· two officers seconded from other agencies;

· two officers within the Department who were assigned to the Inquiry Secretariat but whose salaries were not charged to the Secretariat cost centre;

· corporate support costs charged to other cost centres.

Total costs of the Inquiry would have been approximately $1.4 million.
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Question: 98

Topic: Connecting Tasmanian Schools Programme

Written Question on Notice

Senator Harradine asked: 

What does it cost a school to connect to the "Connecting Tasmanian Schools" programme established from Telstra Social Bonus funds?
Does the programme cover all Government and non-Government primary and secondary schools?
Answer: 

The Connecting Tasmanian Schools Programme is a $48 million program jointly funded by the Commonwealth, the Tasmanian State Government and Telstra. 
Under the terms of the funding agreement between the Commonwealth and the Tasmanian Department of Education, the Commonwealth meets the costs of infrastructure, equipment and technical support. 
The Tasmanian State Government has responsibility for aspects relating to school connectivity. The Tasmanian Department of Education has advised that there is no direct cost to schools to connect to the “Connecting Tasmanian Schools” programme.

The programme covers government, Catholic and Independent schools sectors for the provision of Information and Communications Technology infrastructure for all primary and secondary schools within their sectors.
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Question: 99

Topic: Australia Post Deregulation

Written Question on Notice: 

Senator Mackay asked: 

Can you guarantee this Committee that this Government will never deregulate Australia Post?

Answer: 

The Government is committed to maintaining Australia Post in full public ownership and maintaining the Community Service Obligation to provide the entire nation – especially those in rural and regional Australia – with a standard letter service at a uniform rate. The Government will not reintroduce the Postal Services Amendment Bill 2000 but will explore further opportunities to improve services and reduce costs for consumers and small business.
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